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L-R Steve Chalke, Hollie Duke, Charlie Clayden, Alex Wynter, 
Rhys Holder-Young, Louis John, Harry Osborne

Oasis Community Learning National Awards Ceremony

It was a very proud moment for Oasis Academy Shirley 
Park when Year 11 students, Alex Wynter and Hollie Duke 
both scooped awards at the first Oasis Community Learning 
National Awards Ceremony 2010 in Birmingham.

Alex received an award in the Outstanding Sporting 
Achievement Category and Hollie received a Special 
Recognition award for her fundraising and work in the 
community.

In addition to these awards, Rhys Holder-Young, Charlie 
Clayden, Louis John and Harry Osborne were nominated in 
the Greatest Team Endeavour category.  This was an 
exceptional achievement for our students as the nomination 
process began six months ago with over 10,000 students 
from the eleven Oasis Academies. 

The event was held at the prestigious Birmingham International Conference 
Centre and the students, staff and parents were treated to a wonderful silver 
service three course meal during the ceremony.

The event was hosted by Steve Chalke, CEO of Oasis Community Learning and 
the awards were presented by various members of the Oasis Community 
Learning Executive Council.



Year 11 BTEC ELD Trip

On 5th May, twelve Year 11 Art BTEC pupils attended 
a PiXL conference in central London to showcase their 
artwork and their achievements.  The session was led by 
Mr Rowlands (Vice Principal of the Academy). 

After the conference the 
students were taken to 
the National Museum 
and the National Portrait 
Gallery by Mr Duncan 
and Miss Pelham to soak 
in some culture and art history. 
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Winners! – Reward Postcard Design Competition 

Congratulations to the winners of the Reward Postcard Design Competition.  There are now another eight 
designs being handed out to students for improving attainment levels, achieving targets, and for doing good 
deeds around the Academy.  The winning designs are as follows.

There were about 170 entries and all those students who entered the competition are to be congratulated.  
Thanks to all the staff who begged, bribed and persuaded their students to enter.  A presentation showing 
all the winners with their designs is now displayed on the plasma screens within the Academy so 
watch out for that.  It will be interesting to see who collects the most postcards for good work 
before the end of the academic year.

Beverley Philcox, Director of Access

Levi Martin, 9CEM Lauren Foster, 7JST Charley Pilbro, 10BPH Romario Hart, 11MFO

Georgie Walsh, 9NHE Matthew Fells, 11COR Tyler Murray-Price, 9STY Casandra Moolman, 9YDU



Science Museum Trip 

On Wednesday 19th May, 50 Year 8 students and five staff
members went on a long treacherous trip to the Science Museum.

Mr Woudhuysen who organised the trip decided take us via tram,
train and tube. On arrival the first thing to do was go to the Launch 
Pad, where we stayed for a fun-filled hour!  During this time we 
tried many experiments and activities relating to the Industrial
Revolution.

Throughout the course of the day we attended many galleries and caused havoc among the artefacts of
Space and Time.  Soon after, we viewed a show about the science behind rockets and Newton’s 3 laws of 
Physics.  A while later many of us bought wild gadgets and mysterious objects at the gift shop. 

The trip was a hit among students and adults alike, all learning a great deal and enjoying themselves, 
although the train was packed, the tube was hot and we had a lot of walking, but we all had a great time!

By Brooke Ward and Georgia Whitby, 8CDF
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Annual Croydon Science Fair

A group of 30 Year 8 students went to the Annual Croydon Science Fair at Addington Palace in April.  They 
saw and took part in a variety of shows including “Why do glow sticks glow?” and “Science Magic”.  The 
students had a stimulating and enjoyable day and their behaviour was excellent throughout.

Luke Townsend, 8MSA wrote:
“Today I went to Addington Science Fair.  I enjoyed it, it was fun, interesting and a little weird.  One lecture 
was about Einstein’s brain and I learned loads of stuff about him.  One lecture included loads of 
experiments and loads of good stuff.  He made us laugh.  The last lecture was really interesting because we
saw inside a man’s body and the journey of food along the digestive system.  Overall I had a great time and 
thank you for selecting me to go”.  

A big thank you to the two members of staff that accompanied myself and the children, 
without you this trip wouldn’t have been possible! 

Miss Craggs, Curriculum Leader Science

VIVO Miles….
Congratulations to the following students who received the highest number of vivos this half term.

1.Tony Whittaker  10TWO - 1530 vivos 4.Farid Hamid 10T HU – 736 vivos
2.Kayleigh Long  8VAD – 1010 vivos 5.Luke Townsend 8MS A – 684 vivos
3.Mote Mbongo 110DE – 800 vivos



Science

Cross Curricular, Cross Phrase and Creative Focus Groups

Over the last few weeks Steve Mesure has begun working with a variety of groups developing multi-
curricular activities related to science.

Science Theatre

8Y2 spent a lesson learning and applying mime techniques to 
demonstrate Newton’s third law (every action has an equal and 
opposite reaction) demonstrated in the picture by students pushing 
and pulling a piano.

Creative Focus Group
A select group of year 7s has been working on a presentation to explain the 
Bernoulli Effect which they hope to present in the near future. Shown here is 
the group making toilet paper fly.

Growing Sound

On the 9th June a year 7 class will be exploring the science of sound through performance, looking at the 
biology of fruit and vegetables, making instruments out of the fruit and veg, composing music. This is a 
collaboration between the science, music and art departments. The Year 7 ‘Fruit and Veg’ orchestra will be 
performing their first piece at 2.45 in Room 004.

Cross Phase (Primary)

Steve has also been visiting the Oasis Academy Primary School over the last few weeks working in the 
school hall with classes from Year 1 through to year 6. They have explored a range of ideas from materials, 
machines and forces, through to sound, states of matter and light, using games, drama and physical 
theatre.

Karen Oliver, Assistant Principal/Learning Zone Lea der Science
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Vocal and Songwriting Auditions 

On 6th May 2010, over 30 students from Years 7 to 10 auditioned for a position in the new 
Vocal and Songwriting Enrichment class. This was held in Room 122 where the layout was
transformed into an “XFACTOR” style setting. The pressure was on for these students, 
competing for 15 spaces. 

Mr Williams, Ms Cupid and myself had the pleasure of judging some amazing vocal talents.
All students who participated did an amazing job and should be proud of themselves for taking a very bold 
step.  The 15 placements have gone to:

1.Akelia Beckford Yr 9 8.Eloise Pasmore-O’Pray Yr 8
2.Yazmin Brilliant Yr 9 9.Zephorah Palmer-Gayle Yr 9
3 .Ella Carruthers Yr 7 10.Carlene Patrick Yr 9
4.Jack Deidrick-Wilson Yr 9 11.Carla Paulo Yr 8
5.Cynthia Gouveira Caria Yr 8 12.Jean-Claude Pringle Y r 10
6.Stephanie Jacobs Yr 8 13.Jacqueline Turner Yr 8
7.Tornia Madika-Cupid Yr 8 14.Melissa Zulu Yr 8

15.Sita Zulu Yr 8
James McKinley, Mentor
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Academy Council Lunch  

On 19th May 2010, the Academy Council gathered for their meeting and the Food Technology department
were asked to cook lunch for them.  With the help of students from Years 8, 9 and 11, we set to work to 
produce a tasty lunch for the Council. 

The menu consisted of different ethnic food such as Carribean (Jamaican 
patties),  Italian (Lasagne), Chinese (vegatable stir fry) and English 
(Quiche).  Jerk chicken which can be quite hot was served with
a cool and fresh salsa and refreshing watermelon crush.  For desserts 
Gemma Fells, Year 11, made banoffee pie and a lemon flan. The lunch 
was also attended by the students who helped cook the food – thank 
you to them all!

1.Sita Zulu 8LCG 
2.Tahmar Gordon 8ABE
3 .Danica Defoe 8RST
4.Melissa Zulu 8VAD
5.Jenai Reid 8ABE
6.Kelly Brennan 9MMS
7.Lucy Deckker 9MMS
8.Hanan Sheikhdon 8ABE
9.Gemma Fells 11FAP

Caroline Close, Food Tech Dept



Year 9 Aim Higher Trip 

On 30th April, Year 9 pupils got their first experience of University life, with a campus 
visit and workshop day at Roehampton University.

I feel the pupils got a great insight into the importance and benefits of Higher Education, and hope it will 
motivate them in their studies.

Tom Knott, Mathematics Teacher

There were about 25 of us that went for the day to Roehampton University. We had 4 university students 
who were with us all day. They gave us a tour and we got to go inside one of the student's rooms - they're 
not that big at all! We learnt a lot from the students, it was interesting to know that they call teachers by their 
first names. We ate lunch in their canteen and they get a whole pizza for themselves. We also had a real 
lecture where we got into groups and gave a presentation about marketing, and did a quiz on these remote 
controls that was really fun. Overall I had a really good day and everyone else did too.

Koree Cameron 9YDU

UK Border Agency

In March a group of Year 9 and 10 students attended a seminar at the 
UK Border Agency (Apollo House) in 
Croydon.  They met the border police
and members of the fraud squad team 
and were given the chance to look at 
forged passports and documents. 

They patrol the local area for illegal workers and the students were given a 
demonstration on how they would approach a suspect and 
then how they would carry out an arrest by ‘cuffing the 
suspect’.  The students were told what provisions are to 
be put in place for the 2012 Olympics regarding border 
control and allowing a large influx
of international visitors.  

Huge Congratulations to Mr Murphy and Mr Cassidy who ran the 
London Virgin Marathon in April.  Mr Murphy finished with a time  
of 4 hours 24 minutes and Mr Cassidy just ‘pipped him to the 
post with a time of 4 hours 20 minutes.

A great achievement from both of them!
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Trip to Berlin

We left for Berlin and began our 18 hour coach journey to the 
German capital.  Once we arrived in Berlin we began to work 
on developing our understanding of German History to help 
us in our GCSE.

We visited Sachsenhausen Concentration Camp which was a 
moving experience.  We saw the huts where the prisoners 
lived and ‘Station Z’ where prisoners were killed.  Visiting a 
place like Sachsenhausen really brought home the reality of
the Holocaust.  This was also true at our tour of the Wannsee Villa where the decision to begin the ‘Final 
Solution’ was agreed.  Our tour guide was excellent and helped us to understand how discrimination against 
the Jews led to the Holocaust.  We were able to reflect upon this when we visited the Holocaust Memorial in 
the centre of Berlin.  The concrete blocks of various sizes are left open to your own interpretation and really 
make you think.

We also visited the Olympic Stadium where, in 1936, Jesse Owens managed to prove Nazi racial theories 
completely wrong by winning four gold medals.  The stadium had recently been refurbished for the 2006 
World Cup and was an impressive sight.  Of course, we didn’t just study History on our visit. We also found 
the best noodles in Berlin, visited many branches of ‘Dunkin Donuts’ and sang karaoke on Mr Cassidy’s 
birthday.  It was a fantastic trip and we all gained a lot from it.

Here are some other thoughts from the students:

“It was an amazing experience.  Trying to understand the lives led by the victims of the Holocaust.”
By Jodie Grange, 10KOL

“I have learned more than I have in the school in a lot of detail including the Final Solution and the 1936 
Olympic.  It is so much fun.”
By Catherine Prescott, 10TWO

“It is a fantastic experience as instead of seeing things from pictures and reading in books you can see it for 
yourself.”
By Ben Davis, 10TWO

News and Events
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Mock General Election – Year 9

With all the hype of the General Election in the press we, as an Academy,
felt it important to educate the students on the Electoral System in this 
country together with the policies of the main Parties. In the two weeks 
leading up to the General Election, students in Year 9 watched
Presentations and had class discussions on the ‘First Past the Post’
electoral system.  They also watched Party Political Broadcasts on the 
BBC iPlayer and held class debates on the relative merits of the different 
party’s manifestoes. (L-R) Kelsey Neilson (SNP), Zain Hashmi

(Green), Umair Khalil (Conservatives), Benji
Pocock (Plaid Cymru), Lee Wheeler (Liberal 
Democrats) and Levi Martin (Labour) deep in 
debate. Mr  Marshall looking on.

Students then applied to be the Leaders of the main Parties. Once the Party Leaders were selected they 
were each given the responsibility of learning the key points of their ‘own’ manifesto as well as preparing 
key questions to ‘interrogate’ the opposition parties.

On May 5th we held a ‘Leaders Debate’ with the entire Year 9 cohort as the audience. This debate lasted 30 
minutes and it produced a lot of fascinating discussions between the Leaders. They were debating over 
genuine policy and produced some very well considered arguments. During this debate the leaders faced 
questions from Mr Marshall who was filling the David Dimbleby role, as well as fielding questions from the 
audience. 

On the day of the General Election we held a Year 9 
‘Mock Election.’ The Sports hall was transformed into a 
polling station by the students. Ballot boxes had been 
produced for the 11 constituencies (mentoring groups) 
and students queued up to place their votes on the ballot 
paper.

Jay Zhang places his vote in the ballot box 

The votes were counted that evening and Labour were the winners gaining 6 of the 11 ‘seats’ with the 
Conservatives second (3) and the SNP and Plaid Cymru joint third (1 each). The following day the students 
were informed of the result and they analysed it in their Mentoring classes. They also compared how the 
results would have differed had we used the Proportional Representation system.

Both the debate and the election were a huge success and a
real credit to the maturity of the students in Year 9 at Oasis 
Academy Shirley Park. They are looking forward to voting in
coming General Elections.

Sam Marshall, Progress Leader Year 9 Year 9 students queue up to place 
their votes in the ballot boxes
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Outstanding Football Success

If you play football for Oasis Academy Shirley Park, you should be rightly proud of 
yourself. All players have contributed to an outstanding campaign on several different
fronts this season. Not only do teams have strength in depth as the league positions 
show, but they have shown strength of character and determination throughout the 
season to ensure success.

Year 7s - The Year 7s had a mixed season. Starting off slowly and then playing some                      Year 10 team

really good football near the end of the season, progressing through a few rounds of the Surrey Cup also.

Year 8s - After being relegated to the B league last year, this team has picked itself up and has gone on to become B 
League Champions casting aside all teams and having a season-long unbeaten run. They also competed very 
successfully in the Surrey Cup where they where only beaten narrowly in the semi finals against Whitgift School. 
Jamarl Archer showed his class throughout the campaign and Mr Berkley used his shrewd tactical awareness to outwit 
many of the opponents.

Year 9s – This team has a talented squad and slightly underperformed this season as compared to their super form 
from last year. The team won 4, drew 1 and lost 4. Lots is expected from this team in Year 11.

Year 10s – This team have always showed huge potential, but lacked the maturity to win games when under pressure. 
This year tells a different story. Champions and unbeaten in the A League, they went on to beat Shirley 3-1 in the Semi 
Final of the Cup and dominate Harris South Norwood in the Cup Final, winning 5-2. Jerome Williams scored 4 superb 
goals in the final and  Mr Berkley lifted his 1st Croydon Cup and to add to his 2nd 
league win in his first season with Oasis Academy Shirley Park.

Both our Oasis Academy Shirley Park Year 10 and Year 11 Boy’s football
teams won their semi finals and reached the Croydon Schools’ Football Finals.

Kofi Sam Ghartey Tagoe – 10PCA wrote:
The match was a great experience for the whole team because this was the first 
time the team has been in a final. This match really put our teamwork to the test 
because the opponents were very challenging, they were fighters, but our team 
work lacked at half time. Mr Berkley gave us an uprising hope talk in the changing room and we came out second half 
to win the game. That was the best experience for all of us. And we give a big thank you to Mr Berkley.

Yr 11s – This team has progressed and developed year on year and has established itself as one of the outstanding 
teams in Croydon and Surrey, consistently playing football which has regularly been commended by opposing coaches 
and teachers, as being some of the best youth football they had seen.  Within the team, several players have regularly 
represented Croydon Schools Borough Football Team and Surrey Schools Football Team. Two players, Head Boy, 
Alex Wynter and Student Leader, Harry Osbourne have represented Crystal Palace FC and Charlton FC respectively at 
different age groups. Both have recently gone on to sign professional forms and Alex Wynter has represented Crystal 
Palace FC first team in the FA Cup. This year the Year 11s  finally picked up the silverware they deserve. Having come 
back from 4-0 down after 20 minutes in the semi final, beating Edenham High School on penalties, they went on to play 
Shirley High School in the Croydon Cup Final. Again, the team had to come from behind, being 3-1 down they went on 
to win 5-3. The team played superbly well in the second half,  Alex Wynter was outstanding, scoring 4 
classy goals and running the game especially in the second half. But for a few errors in concentration  
during the league campaign may have cost the team severely, as at time of writing we await full league 
results.

Mark Roessler, PE Department

Sporting Events

Oasis Academy Shirley Park Newsletter – Issue 4 – Summer 2010 Page 9



Sporting Events

Oasis Academy Shirley Park Newsletter – Issue 4 – Summer 2010 Page 10

Year 7 Inter-form Sports Competition

On Friday 14th May, the Year 7 Inter Form basketball
competition was held in the Sports Hall.  Each team chose
a team of 4 boys and 4 girls to play in the 5-a-side tournament. 

The event was a great success with all pupils showing a big  
amount of effort and skill throughout.     

Once again many thanks to all Year 7 Progress Mentors for  
helping the Sports Captains organise their teams and the 
the PE department for helping to run the event on the day.

Players from the winning team have been awarded 50 vivos each.

Basketball Results and Standings (3pts for win, 2pts for draw, 1pt for loss with totals multiplied by 10) 

1st 7RPR 260pts
1st 7JST 260pts
3rd 7CKN 200pts 
4th 7SWL 180pts
5th 7EOR 170pts 
6th 7GSH 160pts
7th 7LAD 150pts
8th 7JHE 80pts 

Overall standings (after Fitness and Basketball Competitions)

1st 7RPR 491pts
2nd 7JST 479pts
3rd 7EOR 454pts
4th 7GSH 447pts
5th 7SWL 446pts
6th 7CKN 417pts
7th 7LAD 371pts
8th 7JHE 288pts



Year 6 Girls Primary Schools Football Tournament

On Friday 21st May, Shirley Park hosted a Crystal Palace Football Club (CPFC) 
Year 6 Girls football tournament.  The event was played in the afternoon the on the 
astro turf pitch in beautiful warm sunshine. Teams were greeted by Shirley Park 
Year 9 Junior Football Organisers on arrival and were also supported throughout 
the tournament with coaching, refereeing and refreshments. The event culminated 
in a final between St Peter’s School and South Norwood.  St Peter’ School went on to win the final 
and take home the trophy which was presented by Clarry Birch (CPFC) and Mr Roessler 
(Shirley Park). Good Sportswomanship Trophy was presented to Beaumont Primary by Oasis 
Academy Shirley Park CPFC work experience student, Shane Covis. The tournament was a 
great advert for the quality of girls football in Croydon.  Thanks to the Shirley Park 
Year 9  students who made this event possible.

Sporting Events
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Year 9 Junior Football Organiser Course – Friday 7th May 2010

On Friday 7th May there was a Junior Football Organiser Course held here at Shirley Park, aimed at 
providing selected Year 9 students experience in coaching, refereeing, safeguarding children and planning 
festivals. After completion of the course, it is planned that our students will get involved with football at grass 
roots level and help organise tournaments at our Oasis primary/junior schools in the near future.

The course ran from 8.30-3.00pm and was a mixture of practical and theory. The course tutor was Richard 
Gunney (Football Development Officer).

During the day, students learned how to plan and lead coaching sessions, practising on each other. They 
gained awareness of good preparation, clear and simple instructions and how to make activities fun in order 
to maximise learning.  

The day was well received by all and each student will receive a certificate and a coaching DVD to use in 
the future. Well done to all students listed below who took part in the day. Hopefully, opening  the possibility 
of working in football in the future.

Chris Borkloe Steven Newman
Tasharn Martin Mark Steele
Ben Male Joshua Meek
Taylor Clancy Audre Stephenson
Levi Lester Wilson Anti
Daniel Goddard Aman Aalemi
Vincent Brown Abdurahman Ismail
TJ Isa Charlie Kelly
Craig Ince Jimi Outland-Hepworth
Baran Aram Matthew Davis
Daniel Slane Ryan Grady
Anthony Maduako Jamie Gilbert

Mark Roessler, PE Department



Children’s Centre
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Dates for the Diary . . . .

June 2010

Monday 7 th INSET DAY – Academy closed for Primary Phase students only
Monday 7th Year 10 Business trip to Croydon
Thursday 10th HPV Vaccinations Year 8
Friday 11th Year 10 Business trip to Wimbledon
Monday 14th – 18th Refugee Week
Friday 25th Year 11 Prom

July 2010

Thursday 1st Year 10 Parents Evening
Friday 2nd Year 6 Induction Day
Monday 5th – 6.30pm Year 6 Welcome Evening 
Tuesday 6th Year 10 Trip to Oxford
Wednesday 7th Sports Day – Croydon Sports Arena
Thursday 8th - 6.30pm Awards and Celebration Evening 
Thursday 15th – 5.30pm Literacy Workshop – Year 9 Parents
Friday 16th Year 9 Trip to Belgium
Friday 23rd INSET DAY – Academy closed for Secondary Phrase students only

End of Term – Friday 23rd July 2010

e-Newsletter

In line with the Academy’s eco-friendliness, our half-termly newsletter is distributed electronically by e-mail, 
as well as being available on our website www.oasisshirleypark.org .  If you wish to subscribe, please 
would you send your email address to sandra.griffiths@oasisshirleypark.org .  

A limited number of paper copies of our bulletins and newsletter will be available for collection from the 
Academy Reception.

What’s Coming Up

Half Term – Monday 31st May – Friday 4th June 2010


