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Newsletter

Christmas Message from the N
Principal, Head Boy and Head Girl / ]

Thank you for your support during what has been an incredibly
busy and successful term again. Some of our highlights . . . .

our students and staff have won a prestigious National Award for Academic Progress
awarded to us by PiXL (Partners in Excellence);

we have had senior executives from John Lewis tour our Academy and provide us with sponsorship and
work experience opportunities;

the founder of the much celebrated Teach First organisation and Special Education Adviser to Barack
Obama, Rona Kiley, visited us in October;

we are one of only two Academies to launch the International Primary Schools Curriculum;

our new House System has been incredibly successful among students and staff;

our new 3-D learning platform has been nationally recognised and is being used as a case study in
excellence;

we had over 1,000 people attend our open evenings from as far afield as Deptford, Greenwich and
Lewisham;

we have record numbers of applications for student places.

As we enter the last week of the Autumn term, it doesn’t get any busier with all of the magical Christmas
events we have on in and around the Academy: the Infants’ Nativity production this morning at the Primary
Phase; the Secondary Phase Christmas Carols at St Mildred’s church tomorrow; and celebration
assemblies all week, rewarding students for outstanding attendance, effort and behaviour.

Can we also take this opportunity to thank you for your support during the enforced closure a fortnight ago
following the heavy snowfall. As you can imagine, it is a huge decision to close the Academy and is one
that is not taken lightly; the Academy Leadership Team take many factors into consideration, the most
important being the safety of the site for students. We are hopeful that there will not be a repeat of the
adverse weather, but please be aware that we would follow the same procedure as before, with a text home
to parents and up-to-date messages on the home page of our website.

Can we ask for your continued support next term, especially in terms of ensuring over the Christmas period
that your child has the correct equipment and Academy uniform for their return in January.

| am incredibly proud of our students and staff as we strive to get the very
best outcomes for our children, and we are sure 2011 will prove to be another
successful year for us. Thank you to all of you for being with us on our
journey. We are working to provide a better service to all of our stakeholders.

All that remains is for us to wish you a very Merry Christmas
and a peaceful New Year.

Glen Denham Kofi Ghartey Tagoe Yasmin Ismail
Principal Head Boy Head Girl
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Primary Phase

Primary Open Morning

The Primary Phase welcomed over 40 prospective reception parents for September 2011 intake on Friday
12th November 2010.

Glen Denham, the Principal and Neil Harvey, Head of the Primary Phase, gave an overview of the
numerous positive changes that have happened followed by guided tours by the Year 6 children. Every
single parent praised the children on their honesty and enthusiasm of the changes that have taken place.

Both Mr Denham and Mr Harvey were extremely pleased at how the first Open Morning was attended and
the positive praise that was received.

Gum Boot Dancing

To celebrate Cultural Diversity Month in October,
an entertainer from the African Gum Boot Dancing
visited the Academy.

It was great to see the primary children enjoying
this musical event and everyone was getting into
the groove.

Celebration of Festivals

On the afternoon of Thursday 25" Novemberm Oasis Academy Shirley Park
Primary opened up their school to enjoy a ‘Celebration of Festivals’. Parents
were invited to come and see the work the children had created around the
festivals ‘Eid- Al- Adha, Hanukkah, Diwali, Birthday of Guruh Nanak, Bodhi Day,
Advent and Christmas.

Each Year Group turned a classroom into a
museum to display the children’s work and the
halls were filled with food associated with the
different festivals.

Fun was had by all!
Ms Robertson

Year 6 Football

On Tuesday 23 November the team played their first match
against Davidson Primary. They lost 4 — 1 to Davidson Primary
but it was their first match.

Congratulations to the team for playing a great game.
Andrew Bowes
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Children’s Centre

Christmas Events at Oasis Academy Shirley Park
Children’s Centre
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Monday 13th Dec
9.30-11.30 — CALAT Childminders course Christmas party
13.00-13.45 - Gordon Drayson Children’s Entertainer

Tuesday 14th Dec
10.00-12.00 — Children’s Centre Christmas party with Father Christmas
Croydon Opportunity pre-school group Christmas party

A Wednesday 15 " Dec
% ' 10.00-11.30/12.00-1.30 - Oasis Nursery Christmas Party _ﬁ
FN

Thursday 14th Dec
10.00 -12.00
Join in the fun with Oasis Academy Shirley Park Children’s Centre
Food and drink, contributions
welcome (No nuts please)

wil

Visit from Father Christmas!

v

Thank you to everyone that
supported the McMillan Coffee
morning and Children In Need. In
total we raised £55.97 on the coffee

morning and Dad’s Saturday for the New Year
£40 for Children In Need.

Saturday 29t January — 9.30 — 12pm
e %o Saturday 26" February — 9.30 — 12pm
o ° Saturday 26" March — 9.30 — 12pm

CROYDON SureStart
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House

Eagle House Kestrel House Hawk House

House

‘Masterchef * Competition

The Houses of Oasis Academy Shirley Park took part in a ‘Masterchef’ competition.

The finished dishes were judged by staff on appearance, texture and taste and the results were as follows:

Monday 6 t" Dec - Year 7 baked Fairy cakes

1st - Hawk - 208 pts =250 HP's
2nd - Kestrel - 206 pts =200 HP's
3rd - Falcon - 196 pts =150 HP's
4th - Eagle - 195 pts =100 HP's

Tuesday 7 " Dec - Year 8 cooked Quiche
1st - Hawk - 920pts - 250 HP's

2nd - Kestrel - 590pts - 200 HP's

3rd - Falcon -510 pts - 150 HP's

4th - Eagle - 295 pts - 100 HP's

Wednesday 8 1" Dec - Year 9 cooked patties
1st Hawk - 762pts - 250 HP's

2nd Kestrel - 759pts - 200 HP's

3rd Eagle - 640pts - 150 HP's

4th Falcon - 505pts - 100 HP's

Thursday 9 t Dec - Year 10 two course meal
1st Kestrel - 1146pts - 250 HP's

2nd Hawk - 1121pts - 200 HP's

3rd Falcon - 1080pts - 150 HP's

4th Eagle - 984pts - 100 HP's

Friday 10t Dec — Year 11 three course meal
1st Hawk - 973pts - 250 HP's

2nd Eagle - 912pts - 200 HP's

3rd Kestrel - 909pts - 150 HP's

4th Falcon - 852pts - 100 HP's

Congratulations to all students who participated in the competition.

Mr Roessler, Director of House
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Phase 4 Progress

Maths GSCE

The Autumn term has been very busy in Maths with Year 11 Intervention classes once
or twice a week all through the term with excellent attendance. In addition, during the first
two weeks of the new term, a number of Deep Learning Days took place.

The Year 11 pupils were exceptional, and their effort culminated in 145 students taking their Maths GCSE early with
100% attendance to the exams. Results will be announced in early January, and we are expecting great things.

We are hopeful that this will provide us with a firm base in Maths to build on last year’s success.

Now the Year 11 exams have been completed it is the turn of Year 10 with Maths Intervention Classes for 100 students
every Wednesday evening. It is hoped that a number of these students will be able to take their Maths GCSE in the
summer to gain early qualifications.

Steve Nutting
Learning Zone Leader, Mathematics

Year 11 Update

Early-entry exams

At the beginning of November, over half of the year group sat early-entry exams in Maths and English. The students
had worked incredibly hard all term: writing and editing coursework; sitting mock papers; attending many extra revision
classes and after-school intervention sessions. The hard work seemed to pay off in the exams and most students left
the examination hall feeling positive about their achievements. It was really pleasing for all the staff involved to see the
maturity, commitment and ambition of the students as they worked to secure these qualifications.

Student progress

As the end of term approaches it is a good opportunity to take stock and reflect on the progress that our students have
made. Throughout the term various courses have been running to support students in achieving qualifications:
ASDAN, NCFE Nutrition and Health, BTEC PE, BTEC Science and DIDA in ICT. It has been an excellent start to the
year and we are incredibly proud of the students who have achieved two or more GCSE qualifications.

o —
Applications = W

On top of working towards securing qualifications at GCSE level students have also been focused Fl lL
on applications to sixth forms and colleges, including the sixth form at Oasis Academy Shirley Park '; 2] !
that is opening in September 2011. On Wednesday 24" November all students were offered the S
opportunity to discuss their applications with staff from Connexions (see pictures). This proved to
be a really useful chance to clarify their ambitions and to make sure they were applying for suitable
courses at suitable institutions. Students are finalising their applications now and should be aiming
to have them all in by the end of term.

Thank you to everyone who has supported the Year 11s throughout this term, in
particular parents and carers. It has been a really positive start to the year
and bodes very well for how well our students will do in their summer exams.

We look forward to seeing you on 13% January for Year 11 Parents’ Evening.

Patrick Cassidy
Progress Leader for Year 11
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Phase 4 News & Events
Year 10 Mock Interviews gw

Year 10 Mock Interviews took place on 11t and 12 November at Mott b AT \
MacDonald House in Croydon. Croydon Business Enterprise, who arrange i

this important learning experience for the students, could not praise our students | *
ott MacDona

and Academy enough.

The volunteers that held the interviews gave fantastic feedback and commented
that all of the students took pride in their appearance and represented the
Academy impeccably well.

In November, 120 Year 10 students were
selected to attend ‘mock interviews’. The
objective was to prepare them for life

outside of the Academy. Most students were
apprehensive to start as they did not know

what to expect but, after the interview, they were
relieved and felt it was a very worthwhile exercise
and that it would be of great benefit to them.

Michelle Gibbins and Jean King, Pastoral Leaders

Year 10 Shakespeare Experience

On Monday 6t December, Year 10 were treated to a Shakespeare experience from visiting theatre company Alter-
ego. The aim was for students to appreciate Shakespearian texts as plays rather than films or books! They also
picked up a few tips on how to analyse the texts they will be studying after Christmas. The stage combat workshop
element was particularly popular!

Below, hear about what our students and staff thought of it.

Joshua Parris Yr 10
| liked the play because it was enthusiastic, energetic and funny.
The actors projected their voices really well while they were moving
around and were really energetic. They made Shakespeare funny by
changing the plays to be like soap operas.

Miss Niemtus

The performance really brought out the playful side
of Shakespeare — we covered key scenes from three
plays via Eastenders, a cheesy nightclub dancefloor
and some very convincing stage combat! A really
worthwhile and enjoyable day.

Helen Ralston
Curriculum Leader for English
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Enrichment

Extend and Enrichment Programme

A number of our Year 9 students on the 'Extend and Enrichment Programme’
were lucky enough to be taught Maths, English and ICT by Sixth Form
students from Trinity School.

It was an excellent opportunity for them to do
some early GCSE work in preparation for
next year!

All students agreed it was great fun and a chance
for them to accelerate with their learning.
T
bl "j\

ik

Lianne George .
English Teacher

Cultural Diversity Month

The month of October was Cultural Diversity Month and parents
from the Caribbean came in to teach us how to cook their
traditional dish.

We enjoyed rice and peas and stewed .
chicken from Jamaica, thanks to Mrs Berry
and Mrs Thomson.

We also enjoyed salt fish fritters followed
by Caribbean smoothies from Barbados.

Secondary Phase Christmas Carol Concert

Tuesday 14 ™ December 2010 — 6.30pm to 7.30pm

This will be our first Oasis Christmas Carol Service and will be an opportunity for all
Oasis Academy Shirley Park students, parents/carers, staff and guests to celebrate Christmas
together with music, songs, readings and drama.

It is also a good opportunity to think about the meaning of Christmas and/or to get into the Christmas
spirit. There will be mulled wine and mince pies and all are welcome.
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Enrichment

Readathon

Throughout November, Year 7 have been taking part in Readathon, a sponsored reading event to raise money for CLIC
Sargeant and the Roald Dahl Foundation, two charities which raise money to help children suffering from life
threatening ilinesses. Year 7 pupils were asked to commit to reading a set number of books and then to raise money for
doing so. To support the event, pupils have been completing quizzes and puzzles in progress mentor time as well as
taking part in competitions to earn House Points and raise awareness.

In October, a number of Year 7 and 8 students gave journalism a go by entering First News Junior Journo competition.
The brief was to write a 200 word review about a local issue or something that was important to them. Entries were
very diverse, from opinions on the latest X Factor elimination, to violent video games! Kwame Obiri Addai was chosen

as the best entry, writing about crime in Addiscombe.

English Teacher Miss Dixon said “All the entries we received were great,
but what made Kwame’s stand out was that he wrote a really informative
article about a local issue”. Kwame was awarded 50 house points and

is keeping his fingers crossed that his entry is shortlisted by First News!

Coming up....

In December/January... Year 7 will be competing to win a place in the team
that will go forward to the heats for the Times’ Spelling Bee.

In the Spring term... Year 8 will be taking part in Readathon.

Launching in the Spring Term... Film Club for KS3.

And, on March 3,we will be celebrating World Book Day
with a whole host of activities and competitions.

Watch this space!

Miss Dixon
English Teacher

Cookery Club

Miss Massaquoi
Food Tech Dept
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Kwame Obiri-Addai — 8Ea/l1

Christmas Carol Singing, Whitgift
Centre, Croydon

Thursday 16" December
2.30pm to 3.00pm

The cookery club continues in January in room 004 every Wednesday
For more details contact Ms Massaquoi.
Master chef competitions will take place once per term

in the same department. It is our intention to bring in more
external judges to make it more competitive for the students.
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News and Events

The London Dungeons

On Tuesday 7t Decemberm Year 7 students attended a Humanities reward trip for their outstanding effort in
lessons. They visited The London Dungeons and the Museum of London, in line with this term's scheme of
work "London: Past and Present".

Students quotes from the trip to London Dungeons

| thoroughly enjoyed my day in London. The dungeons were scary but | enjoyed them. The actors dressed up very life
like and believable. An extremely scary part for me was when | was picked to go to court. | thoroughly enjoyed the boat
ride, it was scary though. The museum was OK. The objects were very interesting and so were the stories/facts behind
them. A good part was when you could listen to the music they listened to. The short movie about the Great Fire of
London was devastating and full of good facts. The whole day was a blast!!

By Jaimee Heward — 7Fa/2

| basically enjoyed the whole thing because it was spooky, scary and especially fun. The thing | enjoyed most was the
boat ride because they poured a bucket of water over our heads. And, strangely enough, the boat had to go backwards
really fast. That was awesome. The whole thing was an amazing experience for me because I'm quite scared of rides
but at least | went on one of them because my friends stayed by me and | can trust them with all my heatrt.

By Emma Campbell — 7Ke/2

London Dungeons is an amazing place. It frightens you but you learn so much. Once it's over, you just want to go back
in! It is a fantastic experience and there's only one word for it.... WICKED! My opinion is that you should definitely visit.
The Museum of London is an inspiring place. It has everything you want to know about. The great Fire of London to the
modern world. | would strongly recommend you visit.

By Emma Grange — 7Fa/2

On Tuesday, selected students were requested to participate in a wonderful educational trip to the London
Dungeons and Museum of London. It gave the students a great clear idea about what life was like in different
ages. In addition the live actors put us all through our fears and adventures. It was great fun and definitely
one of the memorable moments in year 7.

By Jamie Snadden — 7Ea/1

Mr Allen and Miss Egan, Humanities Dept
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News & Events

Gifted and Talented Workshop

On Thursday 14" October (Target Day) the Art and DT department had a Gifted and Talented
workshop that was collaborated and supervised by our new PGCE Teachers, Chante

Onafowokan and Charmaine Irwin. Students were selected to represent their House for
each subject.

Design Technology students created a 3D moveable painted House birds
and the Art team created 2 Batik paintings based on fruit and vegetables
to go down to the Primary phases to decorate their Dinner Hall.

Students involved were:

Year 8: Year 9:

Jordan Sobola Nicola Clements
Desree Adeola Leah La Touche
Zabibu Bukuru Rishaal Leelodharry
Georgie Newman O'Shane McLean
Emma Wilson Antony Drummey
Ms Emmett,

Head of Art Department

Year 7 Business Enterprise Workshop

On 23 and 24 November, our Year 7 students experienced a Business Enterprise ':;
Workshop delivered by the excellent “Young Enterprise London’.

The year group demonstrated and reflected the diversity of the Academy’s
pursuit of excellence and focussed attention towards the achievement of our
academy vision. The Year 7s, at such a young age, designed
the best ever business cards setting a tone throughout

the workshop.

There was a concerted effort to

promote outstanding business

enterprise skills and the students

fostered a high performing and resilient attitude.

Four of our students were presented with prizes for outstanding work. They had the opportunity to shine as they
also facilitated focussed learning.

Mrs Masanga
Director of Sixth Form and Specialism
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Sporting Events

Year 7 and Year 8 Netball Results ¥

Congratulations to the Year 7 and Year 8 Netball Teams who played Royal Russell
on Tuesday 16" November.

The Oasis girls were a different class; excellent effort all round and two outstanding wins.
Year 7 — Oasis SP 10 — 1 Royal Russell

Year 7 Team: GK — Danielle Longmuir, GD — Alisha Blackmore-Asante, WD — Holly Wright,
C — Justine Norris, WA — Euphrose Tambwe, GA — Lilie Reynolds, GS — Libby Davison

Teacher’s player of the match: Libby Davison
Year 8 — Oasis SP 5 — 2 Royal Russell

Year 8 Team: GK — Desree Adeola, GD — Biana-Milan Archer, WD — Tamara Griffiths,
C — Aliyah Oliver, WA — Chianna Richards, GA — Zabibu Bukuru, GS — Sophie Reid

Teacher’s player of the match: Biana-Milan Archer
Well done girls!!!

Miss Naish & Miss Doe — Girls’ PE

Sainsbury’s Active Kids Sports Equipment

A huge thank you to the staff at Sainsbury’s, Upper Norwood, who nominated
OASP to receive a big bag of free sports equipment from their ‘Active Kids’
campaign. OASP were invited to the store on Friday 12th November 2010, for
the presentation, which included the HR Manager of the store, Rajee McLean
(Yr 8), Ernest Popiel (Yr 10) and Mr Roessler. Thanks also to Rajee's mother
(Sainsbury's staff member), who nominated us for this award for the

second year running.

Mr Roessler, Director of House and LZL PE

In Rajee’s own words:

‘On Friday 12t November 2010, me, Ernest and Mr Roessler

went to Upper Norwood Sainsbury’s. We went at 10.30am and

had to reach there by 11.00am because we had to get our photos
taken by the staff of Sainsbury’s We were getting sports equipment
from Active Kids. We collected hockey, rugby, basketball, football
and cricket equipment. As we came back we dropped Ernest off in
Croydon, for a work experience interview and Sir told me stories
About how he used to have to come to school by bike, train and
then run, but now he has a car.’
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What's Coming Up

Dates for the Diary . . ..
December 2010

Tuesday 14" 9.30 am Primary Phase Nativity — Main Hall
6.30-7.30pm Secondary Phase Carol Concert — St Mildred’s Church, Bingham Road
ALL WELCOME!
Wednesday 15" 2.00 pm Primary Phase Carol Concert at St. Luke's Church
Thursday 16t Primary Phase - Alice in Wonderland Pantomime

Secondary Phase - HPV Vaccinations for Year 8 Girls’
Secondary Phase Christmas Carol Singing Choir — Whitgift Centre

Friday 17t End of Term : Primary Phase students finish at 1.45 pm; Secondary Phase
students finish at 12.00 pm

Christmas Holiday — Mon 20t Dec — Mon 3" Jan

January 2011

Tuesday 4 Term commences for all students
Thursday 13" 4.30 — 7.30pm Year 11 Parents’ Evening
Year 11 Biology Exam (am)

Wednesday 19" Year 11 Physics Exam (am)

Tuesday 25" Year 11 History Exam (pm)

February 2011

Friday 4t INSET Day for Secondary Phase only

Friday 18® Half Term ends — normal finish time for all students

Half Term Holiday — Monday 215t — Friday 25" February’'11l

Monday 28™ Feb Half Term commences for all students

e-Newsletter

In line with the Academy’s eco-friendliness, our half-termly newsletter is distributed electronically by e-mail,
as well as being available on our website www.oasisshirleypark.org . If you wish to subscribe, please
would you send your email address to sandra.griffiths@oasisshirleypark.org

A limited number of paper copies of our newsletter will be available for collection from the Academy
Reception. A printed copy is distributed to all parents at Christmas and at the end of the Summer term only.

Thank you for your support.




