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Message from the Principal
I love being a teacher! It’s the best job in the world. I feel incredibly lucky to be in this profession.

At the end of my first year as Principal at Oasis Academy Shirley Park I can say, without hesitation, that I have loved 
every minute. It has been the most exhilarating, humbling, enjoyable, and exhausting year of my 20 year career! I’ve 
met lots of brilliant students, colleagues and families, who all believe in the enormous potential of our children and of 
our community. There has been much to celebrate, this year and also lots of lessons that have been learned. One of 
our parents wisely said to me the other day ‘Each one, teach one’.

My Mum told me that ‘thank you’ is often a phrase overlooked and underused in today’s society. I write to you today to 
say thank you.

Thank you to our families, and community for supporting the change to Shirley Park and for the support you give to 
your children and to the staff. We value working in partnership with you all.

Thank you to our staff. I have personally been humbled by your continued efforts that go above and beyond the call of 
duty. From the superb work at the Children’s Centre to our team at the Primary Phase and to the staff at the Secondary 
Phase. Your love, care and support of the students is a testament to the core belief that every child will, and must 
succeed, regardless of circumstance. Thank you for your patience and flexibility on our journey to making Shirley Park 
an outstanding Academy. It’s an honour to work alongside you all.

Thank you to my Academy Leadership Team who are asked to make the impossible, possible and the improbable, 
probable. Thank you for the tremendous knowledge, expertise and team work that you bring in maximising 
opportunities for staff and students, and for each day making me a better Principal.

Thank you to our Academy Council, for their commitment to students and volunteering their own personal family time to 
support us with wise words and empathy.

Thank you to Steve Chalke, Aredi Pitsaeli and John Murphy and all of our Oasis Family. Steve, as the founder of  
Oasis, has been the fulcrum for Shirley Park to come into being. We all appreciate Steve’s visits and his never ending 
optimism and his commitment to a community that he grew up in. Aredi was responsible for managing the entire project 
and getting Steve’s dream onto paper and making it a reality. Many, many thanks to John Murphy for his inexhaustible 
enthusiasm energy and commitment.  His innate belief that children and their families and, indeed, entire communities 
deserve the best possible service and care, regardless of circumstance, is inspirational. 

Thank you to Oasis Academy Coulsdon for their generosity in sharing expertise and resources; it’s a privilege to work 
with colleagues that share the same passion and enthusiasm for the children and families of Croydon. Special thanks to 
David Millar (Principal), Mark Pelling (Vice Principal) and Andy Booth (Vice Principal) and the entire Leadership team at 
Coulsdon your collegiality, guidance and support has been humbling and very much appreciated.

Finally but most importantly, to our students, Thank you for all your smiles, good humour and efforts in making Shirley 
Park a great place to be and to work. We appreciate your attentiveness in class and your willingness to work towards 
achieving your potential. Your pride in your Academy is tangible and your courtesy and respect to others is a
credit to you and your families. We are all very proud of you.

Have a safe, peaceful and restful Summer holidays 

Mr Glen Denham – Principal
Oasis Academy Shirley Park



Children’s Centre
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Summer Timetable 2010

From 26th July to Fri 3rd September

Mon AM Childminders stay and play 9.30-11.30 (age 0-8 year s) 
PM Adventurers stay and play (0-5) 12.30-2.30

Tues AM Adventurers Stay and Play 9.15-11.15 (0-5)
PM Baby Clinic/Baby Chill (0-Confident walkers) 

Weds  AM Baby Clinic 9.30-11.30/ Adventurers Stay and Play ( 0-5)
PM Young Parents Group 11.30pm-1.30pm

Thurs AM Trips (See Below) 
PM Croydon NCT Bumps and Babes 12.30-2.30

Fri AM Adventures Stay and Play (0-5) 9.15-11.15
Stay and Play for children with additional needs (0 -5)  9.15-11.15

Trips on Thursday’s

Thurs 29th July - Crystal Palace Park
Thurs 12th August– Coombe Gardens/Lloyd Park

Thurs 19th August—Godstone Farm
Thurs 2nd September Brighton (From East Croydon)

Please be aware the family support service will be closed on Thurs 5th. Fri 6th, Fri 13th, 
Thurs 26th , Fri 27th  August (NCT bumps and babes will be running as usual on Thursday 
5th  and 26th August)

Extra Events
Saturday 21st July– Dads Saturday 9.30-12.00

Sunday-25th July Addiscombe Carnival

Sunday 1st August Croydon Mela @ Lloyd Park

We hope to see you over the summer! If you have any  questions please do give us
a call on  020 8655 5680



Oasis Academy Awards and Celebration Evening
Thursday 8th July 2010

The first Oasis Academy Shirley Park Awards and Celebration evening proved to be an outstanding 
showcase of the many talented students who performed on the night.

The hosts for the evening were our very own Kofi Ghartey-Tagoe 10PCA and Yasmin Ismail 10PCA who 
looked amazing and compered the evening’s proceedings with great class and distinction. 

Opening the performances was the Oasis Shirley Park Choir, who 
sang beautifully, followed by the Oasis Shirley Park Band 
which consisted of Annabelle Yau 9NHE, Reece Messam
8MSA, Jefferson Tawaba 10AEG, Jodie Stedman 9NHE, 
Balungile Mathe 9CEM, Carlene Patrick 9STY who not only 
played but composed their own songs. The Phase 3 awards for 
excellence in each subject area were presented by Mr Denham 
and Steve Chalke (CEO Oasis Community Learning). This was 
a very proud moment for students and parents alike in 
recognition of their consistent hard work and effort. After the 
presentations we were entertained by the dance group who        
gave a lively and energetic dance performance that depicted 
the history of music.

The second half of the programme saw the first of three solo performances. Tornia Madika-Cupid 8AAA 
gave a lovely rendition of Lionel Ritchie’s ‘Hello’. This was followed by the exclusive world premier of ‘It’s a 
must do ting’ performed by Rohmel Gordon and Destiny Bimuta and produced by Andrew Richards 10PCA 
and Michael Davidson 8SWO. This really got the audience rocking and they were amazed at the quality of 
the music video production, especially seeing the debut cameo appearances of Mr Marshall and Mr Yates. 
This week Hollywood, next week Cricklewood!

Now it was the turn of the awards for students in Phase 4. Again all 
the students presented with awards were met with rapturous applause
from the audience. As the programme drew to a close it was the turn of
the solo artists again and we were all fortunate to witness two stellar 
performances from Jacqueline Turner singing ‘Somewhere over the 
Rainbow’ and Carlene Patrick ‘My reflection’.  The final performance 
of the evening came from the choir who lifted everyone’s spirits with 
a powerful gospel song.

A wonderful evening was capped with a few 
words from Steve Chalke who was overwhelmed 
by the progress we have made so far as an 
Academy. 

So here’s to an even bigger and better next year!

News and Events
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Oasis Academy Shirley Park Choir



Year 11 Leavers’ Prom – Friday 25th June 2010

Well, where do we begin? What a wonderful evening! Our Year 11s began to arrive at around 5.30pm.They 
were greeted on arrival with the most fantastic display of tropical fruit filled cocktails which were chilled to 
perfection on this hot sunny evening.

The photographers were busy taking shots.  Our students looked
amazing. The detailed planning of their outfits was second to none.
The boys and their outfits were nothing less than awesome. Some
in tuxedos, others in fine tailored suits with the odd hat and cane 
thrown in for good measure. The girls looked exquisite. 
They were all immaculate and every detail perfected. Their dresses
were out of this world, the colours ranged from pastel peach and
subtle silvers to the jewelled colours of emerald green, hot pinks and
velvet reds.

The excitement, happiness and friendship could be felt all around us, proud parents and friends getting 
caught in the net that these young people had captured us with.

We made our way to the venue. On arrival you could see how 
overwhelmed they were. Banners wishing them ‘Good luck’, 
tables decorated with balloons in Shirley Park colours complete 
with bubbles and a red carpet with balloon arch.

As they entered the function room, the disco was already 
enticing them to dance.  Some explored the grounds which 
were vast and beautiful, decorated with sprawling colourful 
hanging baskets. Others were just happy to mingle with staff 
and friends reminiscing on the times they had had together.

It didn’t take long before the place was rocking. Year 11 showed us ‘how to bust some moves ‘on the dance 
floor. The dancing was only interrupted by ‘the Oscars being awarded, the buffet and the announcement of 
Prom King and Queen. This prestigious award went to Joe Ounsworth and Lucy Duffy.

A lovely setting, great entertainment, wonderful food but most of all, a memorable evening which we had the 
pleasure to share with our unique Year 11’s.

We wish them good luck with their results and
every success in the future.

You are ‘Simply the best’.

Mrs Thomas and Mrs Elston
(Year 11 Progress Leader and Assistant Progress Lea der)

News and Events
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Year 6 Induction Day – Friday 2nd July 2010

Our new students started to arrive at around 8.15am for the Induction Day. They were welcomed by our 
Academy Leadership Team in the Main Reception. Some of their faces filled with anxiety of the unknown 
while others very excited about new beginnings.

We all congregated in the main hall where Mr Denham warmly welcomed them.
The Progress Leader Ms Fosuhene and Assistant Progress Leader Mrs Elston 
were introduced by Miss Roscoe. From here the students were put into their 
prospective new mentor groups.

This is when the students had their first chance to introduce each other to fellow students from other primary 
schools.

After a short break they went into their first lesson. The students wasted no 
time in getting involved in what was on offer. The Maths Department 
worked on a murder mystery, in Art fantastic detailed pen strokes were 
being created using The Lion King as the topic, while sound waves were 
being explored in the Drama Studio. Budding linguists participating in 
Modern Foreign Languages department. There was even some innovative 
literacy going on using balloons.

By the end of the second lesson all the students had experienced a taste of how varied a day could be in 
the Academy.

We returned to the main hall and could see how enthused they seemed,
all their fears had disappeared. They were ready for a new chapter to 
begin.  The behaviour of the incoming Year 7s was exemplary and an
enjoyable day was experienced by staff and students alike. 

Roll on September 2010! 

By Ms Fosuhene and Mrs Elston

News and Events
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Did You Know?
There are 75 languages spoken by students and staff  

at Oasis Shirley Park (Secondary). 
What a clever lot we are!



Refugee Awareness Week: 14th – 18th June

Every year in June we aim to raise awareness of the reasons why people all over the world
have to flee their homes to seek safety in other countries. The aim is to remind ourselves
that no one undertakes such a step lightly and that we can all play a part, however small,
to be friendly and welcoming.  Refugee Week is a chance to celebrate the achievements
of people past and present who have made, or are still making, an impact on their adopted
country or indeed, on the world; the school library put up a very interesting  display about 
this. It is also a chance to enjoy the cultural diversity which exists within our Academy.

The week kicked off down in the Primary Phase with a special assembly in which Kareena Shreedaran in Year 5, read 
a poem and Shershah Baigi, a Year 10 student from the Secondary phase, movingly described his father’s experiences 
on his journey from Afghanistan to England. During the week the Primary children completed work for a display, Year 1 
children went to Croydon College for an Asian Dance session (which they thoroughly enjoyed!), and posters were made 
welcoming refugees.  Up in the Secondary phase, The Access Team blitzed the academy with: 
”Did You Know…?” posters (For example - did you know that fish and chips were introduced to Britain in the 17th 
century by Jewish refugees from Europe?) 
Posters saying “Welcome” in different languages  - Bun Venit! Kushti Bok! Bienvenue! Croeso!
Poems written by refugees 
Posters suggesting ways of showing ‘Small Acts of Kindness’

Unfortunately, GCSE exams prevented assemblies from taking place, so for Progress Mentoring time there was a 
PowerPoint presentation containing Refugees’ harrowing stories and a short film by the Refugee Council describing the 
help needed once refugees reach their new country.  Year 7 classes in ENGLISH had already read Benjamin 
Zephaniah’s ”Refugee Boy” so there were poems and colourful displays. Ms George’s classes looked at why people 
become refugees, and her students produced some wonderful poetry and diary entries from the perspective of refugee 
children.

Some MATHS classes explored the mathematical aspects of patterns originating from different parts of the world. 
SCIENCE put up posters about famous scientists who were refugees and HUMANITIES also put up a display. 
In PERFORMING ARTS lessons, students acted out role-plays reflecting separation and loneliness and in their dance 
lessons they focused on music from different countries. In MUSIC lessons, Year 8 worked on ’Waving Flag’ by hip hop 
artist and poet K’Naan who is from Somalia. Coca Cola used K’Naan’s music for their World Cup song. The original 
lyrics talk about his childhood and struggles in Somalia. He changed the lyrics for the World Cup and this has resulted 
in people discovering his music.  In PE there were discussions in lessons about famous sports stars who are refugees 
and some extra sports lessons were organised for some of our students who are currently seeking asylum.

The answers for the Refugee Week quiz were located in posters and displays around the academy. There were a 
couple of tricky questions thrown in and as a result only one student, Faizen Asif in Year 10, actually got all the 
answers correct! So congratulations to Faizen who received a WHSmith token, a certificate and 200 Vivos. Runners up 
were Joshua Duckett and Zabibu Bukura who both received a WHSmith’s token and 100 Vivos. All students who 
completed a quiz sheet will be awarded Vivos – so well done everybody!

And finally, the whole academy was treated to a mini culinary feast, well bite-sized ‘tasters’ anyway. On Tuesday, we 
were treated to mouth-watering  vegetarian pakoras and on Friday we had coconut cookies courtesy of FOOD 
TECHNOLOGY. The culinary highlight of 10BPH’s week had to be when Okemie Coombs made some of 
his delicious banana cake and shared it around. All diets went out of the window!  All in all, it was a week 
packed with different activities and experiences – but let us not forget that we need to be kind 
and welcoming to people in need all year round. 

By Ms Philcox , Access Department

News and Events
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Oasis Shirley Park is Aiming Higher

As part of the Aim Higher Programme within the Academy, this half term our pupils have been taking 
advantage of various opportunities to develop their skills and experience to prepare them for University and 
the Real World.  Looking to impact as many of our pupils as possible, below are a few of the exciting recent 
events aiming to raise achievement and aspirations:

Aim Higher – Oxford University Trip

On Tuesday 6th July, the Year 10 Aim Higher Cohort spent a sunny day at Somerville College, Oxford 
University. The day began with a presentation on the value and importance of University education, the 
options available to our pupils after college, and the academic requirements for higher education.  Following 
lunch at the college, our pupils were given a tour of the college and an insight into university life, exploring 
the library, the chapel, the accommodation and even the bar 
and social areas. Then later in the afternoon, pupils enjoyed 
Oxford’s Natural History Museum and discovered Oxford’s 
historic city centre.

It was an extremely enjoyable day, teaching 
our top students about the path to university
and providing a snap-shot of their potential 
future at University. 

Tom Knott, Aim Higher Coordinator

News and Events
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Year 10 Enterprise Day

On Thursday 8th July, 150 Year 10 students had the opportunity to 
place a real focus on the real world of business and innovation, and 
on how to ensure they leave school as employable candidates.

The Enterprise day saw students working in teams to discuss and  
discover some realities of working life, reflect on the skills they will 
need to be professionally successful, and finally working in teams to 
create, design and advertise a new product.

The workshop ended with pupil presentations on
how their product would improve an all-weather
music festival experience. Our pupils showed
many talents highlighting them as successes
for the future, and the workshop served to 
reinforce the value of education for them, going
into Year 11 next year.



Year 9 – Croydon Science and Technology Day

Thursday 1st July saw 12 specially selected Gifted and Talented students from Year 9 go to John Ruskin 
College for a day to be involved in Croydon’s Science and Techology Day. Accompanied by Mr Henry, the 
pupils teamed up with other schools from the local area to tackle technological problems. Be it building a 
stable and effective bridge, or an developing an innovative and creative new idea, our pupils showed great 
enthusiasm and maturity in all aspects and were a credit to the Academy.

Year 8 – “It’s Cool To Succeed”

On Thursday 24th June, 150 of our Year 8 students took part in a workshop focusing on success: The 
course ran all day in the hall and offered pupils a combination of presentations, discussions, interactive 
activities and games looking at what it means to be successful, and what our pupils can do at school to 
ensure they are successful in the future. The day had a great impact on our pupils, with them showing 
excellent enthusiasm and engagement and gaining the confidence and belief that they will go on to 
succeed. 

News and Events
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Congratulations to the following students who recei ved the highest number of Vivos this half term .

1.Tony Whittaker  10TWO - 2000 vivos 4.Janayah Dougla s  8LCG – 500 vivos
2.Margaret Reid  10THU – 550 vivos 5.Lamara Morrison  8ABE – 500 vivos
3.Gemma Cole  8SWO – 505 vivos
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Music in the Academy

Well done to the choir who have been meeting each Monday from 8am until 9am to rehearse for the 
Rewards evening. A fabulous evening with amazing solos from Tornia Madika-Cupid, Jacqueline Turner, 
Carlene Patrick and performances from the band. The video was great and thanks to Destiny Bimuta and 
Rohmel Gordon every one knows that GCSEs are a ‘Must Do Ting’. 

Well done to Michael Davidson for the sound. Michael has learned how to 
edit film and use the PA system and is now finding himself in demand for 
his technical expertise. CDs of the performances will be on sale before the
end of term with proceeds going to charity. Thanks to Mr McKinley for all 
his hard work in recording and editing. 

Extra curricular Choir

Congratulations to all students who recorded a track on the school album. They’ve been working hard with 
expert help every Thursday this term.  The Music tech group have also been meeting each Monday and 
enjoying using the imacs. We look forward to hearing their results.  Anyone else wanting to get involved in 
extra curricular clubs next term should see Ms Beagley or Mr McKinley at the start of term. 

Mondays – Choir and Music Tech
Wednesdays – Drum lessons
Thursdays- Band and Vocal Coach
Tuesdays and Fridays – free practice time

Cross curricular The Vegetable Orchestra

The Vegetable orchestra was a big hit. 7LAD made connections between Music, Science, DT, Food tech 
and Drama in this cross curricular event with amazing results.  Students learned about vibration and 
resonance then selected vegetables and designed and created instruments for a vegetable orchestra 
performance using rhythms created earlier in the day.           

Year 8 Music Project
To finish their History of Music project, Year 8 have brought in amazing dioramas
depicting their interpretation of a classical or orchestral piece. They have been 
really imaginative in their use of materials and composition. Some have used 
natural materials, others have lit up or moved. Popular pieces were Vivaldi’s
Four seasons, Peter and the Wolf, Holst’s Planet Suite and Carnival of the 
Animals and they can be seen on show in the Library or Room 121. Prizes 
for the best in class and best in year are to be announced in assembly.

All Year 8 groups have been performing Wavin’ Flag by the Somalian born 
Artist K’Naan as a link to refugee week and music for special events. 
We look forward to their final performance as a year group in their final assembly.

By Ms Beagley, Music Department
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PiXL Workshop

The Art Department held a PiXL workshop on 7th July, where 16 other schools were represented to share 
good practice. The founder of PiXL, Richard Ford, introduced the day along with Glen Denham.  A selection 
of students’ work was displayed ranging from Key Stage 3 to Key Stage 4, showcasing in particular the 
current BTEC and GCSE work. 

The Food Technology team put together an impressive breakfast and lunch, in particular, the Jerk Chicken 
and the Cheesecake being the outstanding favourites.  A big thank you to the Year 10 students who helped 
to guide the guests around the school and to the students who helped all day serving to the highest 
standards: Kayleigh Long (8VAD), Rhianne Forrest (7JST), Du’Chey Doyley-Laing (7LAD) and Zabibu
Bukuru (7EOR).  Lastly, thank you to the Mr Duncan, the Art Department, Miss Massaqoui and Miss Close 
for ensuring a smooth run of events.

Clothes Show Live – Earls Court

On 25th June, 16 girls from Year 9 along with Miss Taylor, Miss 
Barrenechea and Miss Simpson had the time of their lives as they
watched what was a fantastic show consisting of models, dancers
and a performance from the up and coming boyband “Wanted". 
After the show we made the most of our VIP passes which
enabled us to collect two goodie bags and as many 
freebies as we could carry.

It really was an enjoyable day. Most of these girls 
have chosen textiles as their GCSE and we hope 
to go to London Fashion Week in September.

Miss Taylor
DT Teacher

Mr Duncan
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Students as Teachers

In Year 7 Humanities, pupils have been planning and delivering their own lessons
on the British Empire. We were so impressed with what they produced that a select
group of pupils went to the primary phase and delivered their lessons to Years 5
and 6. This was a great success and is now something we are looking into making
even bigger and better next year. Here are some comments from some of the pupils:

‘I felt really happy and excited. We taught them new words. We also taught 
them a lot about the British Empire. We managed to do the whole power point 
because they were really good. I really want to do it again!’
By Kashan Sahi 7JHE

‘I was really nervous at first but once I started the lesson I was very happy. I would like to do it again. The 
year 6’s seemed very keen to learn and I think if I did again I would feel more confident’.
By Susanna Hickman 7JHE

‘The mini lesson was fun as I got to go to the primary school to teach our 
own lessons. It was a good experience and was fun to be in control of a 
lesson as a teacher. Our lesson was about the British Empire and while 
we were teaching and helping the younger years we actually learnt about
the subject more ourselves. It was fun and we would want to do it again’
By Sophie Malley, Lisa-Marie Penfold, Ella Carruthe rs and Tiger-Lilly Shearman 7JHE

'We taught them a lesson about the British Empire. The year we taught was year 5, and they seemed to love 
the lesson. They loved making the poster and doing plays, even Katy and I did. They also enjoyed the funny 
pictures and slides we had in the lesson, especially the quiz. We loved teaching them and we would 
derfinately do it again if we had the chance' 
By Katy Farnon and Emma Wilson 7RPR

'It was a fun experience but as well as this it opened my 
eyes to what teachers have to go through on a day to day 
basis but it was funny. I would not change my experience 
for the world and I would definitely do it again' 
By Rhianne Forrest 7JST

Community Reading Programme
The Community Reading Programme has completed another successful year. 
19 volunteers were partnered with over 40 students to raise their literacy 
and confidence through reading and conversation. Some volunteers just can’t 
keep away and have completed their fourth year with us. We would like to say a 
very big thank you to them for all their kindness and patience! We are always
looking for more volunteers. You need to like working with young people, have a
good level of literacy and have lots of patience. It is very rewarding and
your input will make such a difference to our students. Why not give it a try? 
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Year 9 Progress

Congratulations to Year 9 who have had a very good first year in the Academy. They have shown a great 
level of maturity and have really invested in Academy life. This year many of the year group have taken 
GCSE exams two years early in both Humanities and Science which really shows how far they have come 
since last year. I wish them all the best when these results come out in the summer but they should be 
proud of all the work that they put into these regardless of the outcome. I know they will get the success 
they deserve. 

This year brought the inaugural Year 9 Student Leadership team. The team started off as 15 but has 
expanded to 22 due to the wealth of talent and responsibility in the year group. They have been involved in 
working at the Primary Phase as well as being involved in some very successful projects at the Secondary 
Phase. This Year 9 Team has been entrusted with welcoming almost every visitor that has entered the 
Academy this year and have really done Mr Denham proud. They have also planned and delivered three 
extremely successful Celebration Assemblies to the year group.

The Year 9 football and basketball teams had very good seasons although without any silver wear. The 
football team did reach the quarterfinal of the Surrey cup beating three very good teams along the way. The 
cricket team had a difficult start but improved markedly as the season progressed. At sports day Year 9
behaviour was exemplary and some of the individual performances were outstanding. Chris Borkloe and 
Chloe Couzens in particular showed their class.

In May we held a mock election campaign which culminated in a live debate in front of the year group and a 
year wide vote. The candidates were fantastic and once again the level of maturity from the year group was 
very evident. So impressive was the mock election that the story made the local newspaper. 

The Year 9's have been heavily involved in the new and expanding music projects at the Academy. The 
year group are well represented in the school choir and we saw some great performances in the recent 
Celebration Evening. Carlene Patrick was particularly impressive with her solo performance which showed 
that she could go a very long way in this field.

The students have recently completed their options for next year and we as an Academy have great hopes 
for the year group. They have so much potential and if they work as hard as they have worked this year I 
know they will get all the success they deserve.

Mr Marshall and Ms King (Progress Leader and Assistan t Progress Leader)

‘Let’s Get Cooking’
A new food club will begin in September where students and parents
will be able to cook together after school .

More information to follow.

Mrs Close, Food Tech Department
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Year 10 Progress
It is hard to believe that a year has passed since the Year 10s arrived for their first year as Oasis Academy Shirley 
Park.  There was excitement, many questions and nerves during the first few days of term.  As the year has gone on, 
our students in Year 10 have grown in maturity, had a huge range of opportunities offered to them and have made 
significant contributions to the life of the Academy.  This has been a time of change for the year group; alongside the 
beginning of the new Academy with many new faces, Mrs Gregory moved on to a new position in Birmingham and 
students began their GCSEs.

Students have also had an experience of the world of work during their work experience;
this was a huge success and a very positive learning experience for all students involved.
Students have been growing into student leadership positions as they have become the 
oldest students in the Academy.  Some of students were offered the opportunity to take 
part in the Success for Life and they made excellent progress while on the course.  
Students have also applied to become prefects and 26 students have been selected. 
Earlier in the month we held a Democracy Day where students put themselves forward
for senior prefect positions.  It was inspiring to see so many of our students make 
speeches and stand up in front of their peers.

This year students have been given a huge number of opportunities to learn in new and 
exciting ways.  The Year 10 History trip to Berlin in April was a huge success with 
students taking away memories and learning that will last for a long time.  It was also a 
moment where we discovered that the Year 10s love karaoke!  A visit to Nightingale 
Academy has been a highlight for many students where they were given the 
opportunity to learn vocational subjects.  Students have also been thinking about higher 
education with two Aim Higher events – an Enterprise Day and a visit to Oxford 
University.  Students were also rewarded for their hard work during the year, and 
completing all of their English coursework, with a visit to Thorpe Park.  We have also 

had sporting success with the Year 10 Football team winning the double – the League and the Cup – this season.  Our 
cricket team have also done us proud during the summer term.  We are now looking ahead to next year and beginning 
to plan a series of intervention sessions, reward events and revision opportunities to help support all of students.

Mr Cassidy and Mrs Gibbins, Progress Leader and Ass istant Progress Leader

Student Highlights
Deniz Ramadan – “Work experience was a really good opportunity to be independent and work in a new environment.”

Taylor Collcutt – “Visiting Nightingale Academy was a chance to do new things.”

Yasmin Araujo and Isabel Jepps – “Berlin was the best trip, it was amazing!”

Miley Moody and Jack Wynter – “We won the League and the Cup unbeaten.”

Jean-Claude Pringle – “The Success for Life programme gave me the opportunity to learn about myself.”

Ruben Navaratnam – “Boxing in the morning before school has been really fun.”

Harshil Patel – “The visit to Oxford University made me think about university and my own future.”



Rounders News

On Monday 21st June, the Year 8 girls’ Rounders team attended
the Croydon Schools Rounders Tournament at Harris Crystal 
Palace. A total of 16 schools entered the competition. The girls
won all of their group games, beating Edenham, Harris Crystal 
Palace, Shirley High and Thomas More. They then beat Archbishop 
Tenisons in the semi's to reach the final. We were very unlucky 
to lose the final to Croydon High but the girls all gave outstanding 
performances with some excellent bowling from Rio and are the 
second best Rounders team in Croydon!!!!! 

A big well done to Rio-Jade McCarthy, Jodie Williams, Hope Brown, Jannae Clarke-McKenzie, Janayah Douglas, 
Lamara Morrison, Shadene Goldson, Tenicca Stanberry, Shannon Billy, Ellesse Parsonson and Wuyeta Musa.

On Monday 28th June, the Year 7 girls Rounders teams attended the same event which was held at Woodcote High 
School. We were able to take two teams to the tournament. The girls were very unlucky to make it through to the 
quarter finals but they all played really well and there was some great fielding, particularly from Biana, Sophie, 
Gladys and Bobbi. A big well done to Sophie Reid, Amy Jaeger, Tamara Griffiths, Unity Antwi, Biana Archer, Aaliyah
Oliver, Grace Thorpe, Sadiye Yilmaz, Chianna Richards, Zabibu Bukuru, Gladys Machekanyanga, Shaunell Green, 
Bobbi Martin, Shana Kennedy, Desree Adeola, Nazireen Miah, Dinah Moses, Lauren Hunter and Chynna Nicholl.

Miss Naish, PE Department
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Junior Football Leaders Partnership Schools 
5-a-side Football Event
Oasis Academy Shirley Park Year 9 students used their recently acquired 
Football Leadership skills on Friday 2nd July to run our Partnership Schools
5-a-side football event.

Working with KS1 students from Woodside Infants, Davidson Juniors and 
Oasis Shirley Park, the students used the skills they had acquired in the 
Leadership course run by Surrey Football Association earlier this year.

The Leaders set up the playing area, supervised teams,
refereed games and assisted with the “officials” table.                            L-R Denzil Lwamulungi, Matthew Davis, Steven Newman,

Chloe Couzens, Tyrell Williams

The inaugural event was hosted by Woodside Infant School, which due to the size of 
the school, was able to field four teams; Davidson provided two teams and Oasis one 
team. Teams were supported by Parents and class mates from Woodside Infant 
School. Overall winners were Oasis Academy Shirley Park, with Woodside taking 
second and third place. Our very capable Year 9 leaders were: Chloe 
Couzens 9CEM), Tyrell Williams (9CEM), Denzil Lwamulungi (9JBC), 
Matthew Davis (9CEM) and Steven Newman (9YDU).

A special thanks also goes to Danielle Wright, PLT for Woodside and
Rachel Byrne, Deputy Head Woodside for all their assistance
and support.
Antoinette Whitfield - SSCO
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Crystal Palace Year 9 - 5 a-side Football Project 

Clarry Birch and his Crystal Palace coaching team have been running a weekly 5 a-side competition held 
here at Shirley Park on our astro turf pitch. Year 9 students selected and organised their own teams and 
played competitively over 6 weeks. The tournament coincided with the Word Cup and was a great way for 
the students to show off their excellent football skills.

At time of writing we are awaiting the final results. 
The teams that played were:
Galacticos
FC Untouchable
Day Breakers
Reunited
Yonis FC
BBC1

Boys Cricket Results 2010

All teams have played with superb enthusiasm and showed some fantastic batting, bowling and fielding 
skills this season. Our best team proved to be the Year 10 team, who narrowly lost out to Edenham High 
School for the title, with both teams achieving 21 points, but Shirley Park losing against Edenham in their 
first game. Both the Year 7 and Year 9 teams ended mid table with some really good performances during 
the campaign. Thanks to team managers Mr Rowlands and Mr Berkley Year 7, Mr Marshall Year 9 and Mr 
Roessler Year 10.

Teams from all year groups have finished the year w ith varying results in the table as follows:

Year 7 (under 12’s) – 3 rd place with 14 points
Year 7 Final @ Sandilands (Trinity Ground) on Monday  19th July 2010, 1pm start
Year 8 (under 13’s) – 6 th place with 2 points
Year 8 Final @ Sandilands (Trinity Ground) on Tuesda y 20 th July 2010, 1pm start
Year 9 (under 14’s) – 6 th place with 4 points
Year 9 Final @ Sandilands (Trinity Ground) on Wednes day 21 st July 2010, 1pm start
Year 10 (under 15’s) – 2 nd place with 21 points
Year 10 Final @ Sandilands (Trinity Ground) on Thurs day 22 nd July 2010, 1pm start

Promising Year 10 Cricketers

Four Year 10 students have shown great promise in the world of cricket this season. Harshil Patel
continues to captain the Croydon Schools District Cricket team and also plays for a quality Surrey 
Schools Cricket team. Outstanding Shirley Park players, Kibria Hossain, Muklis Miakhil and 
Naqibullah Mohmand recently made their debuts for Croydon School, making an impact in a 
recent game against Waltham Forrest Schools.
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Year 7-9 Sports Day – Friday 25th June 2010

The sun shone brightly , the sky was perfect blue, there was not a cloud in sight, temperatures neared 30c. A truly 
perfect day to hold the first Oasis Academy Shirley Park Year 7 - 9 Sports Day, at Croydon Sports Arena. 

Expectant students started to gather from 7am, little faces brimming with enthusiasm for the trials, tribulations, joys and 
sorrows which may be awaiting them. Events started promptly at 10.00am, battle commenced between the newly 
formed OASP teams. 

O = Orange
A = Aqua
S = Silver
P = Purple

The first event on the track was the 70m Hurdles, students navigated the jumps like thoroughbred horses rising 
gracefully over the fences at the Grand National. Javelins seared the crisp blue sky like shooting stars, discus spun 
effortlessly out of little hands, bodies thrust into orbit from the long jump runway. Life was good. The crowd cheered the 
sweat, bravery, effort and endeavour shown by all our student, saving the biggest roar to our 'Croydon Gladiaitors', our 
student champions, the students who would be destined to set the first OASP Sports Day records. The 'Chosen Ones'.

Suddenly there appeared a Goddess, an Olympic Athlete, Commonwealth and European medalist. It was Donna 
Fraser, local hero, local 400m champion. She was here to present the outstanding athletic awards:

Year 7 Outstanding Girl = Grace Thorpe
Year 7 Outstanding Boy = Cole Brown
Year 8 Outstanding Girl = Shannon Billy
Year 8 Outstanding Boy = Joel Lumeya
Year 9 Outstanding Girl = Chloe Couzens
Year 9 Outstanding Boy = Chris Borkloe
(11.4 sec 100m - outstanding)

Overall Final team positions

1st Orange - 7610pts
2nd Aqua - 7210pts
3rd Silver - 6750 pts
4th Purple - 5790pts

Thanks to all students and staff for making it a festival of sports and a fantastic day to remember. Next year Yr7-10 
Sports Day. 

Mr Roessler - PE Dept



Dates for the Diary . . . .

July 2010

Friday 23rd Inset Day – Secondary Phrase only

September 2010

Wednesday 1st Staff Training Day – Academy closed to students
Thursday 2nd Staff Training Day – Academy closed to students
Friday 3rd Term starts for New Year 7 only – 8.30am start
Monday 6th Term starts for Years 8, 9, 10 and 11
Thursday 16th – 5.30-8.00pm Open Evening
Thursday 30th 6th Form Open Evening

October 2010

Monday 4th – 5.30-8.00pm Open Evening
Friday 22nd Half term

Further dates for the school calendar to be announc ed in the next e-bulletin and on our website.

Half Term – Monday 25th – Friday 29th October 2010

e-Newsletter

In line with the Academy’s eco-friendliness, our half-termly newsletter is distributed electronically by e-mail, 
as well as being available on our website www.oasisshirleypark.org .  If you wish to subscribe, please 
would you send your email address to sandra.griffiths@oasisshirleypark.org .  

A limited number of paper copies of our bulletins and newsletter will be available for collection from the 
Academy Reception.

What’s Coming Up

End of Term – Thursday 22nd July 2010


