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Shirley Park in the News

We have been thrilled to be involved in lots of activities this half term, some of which have received interest 
from the local press.  Here are some snippets . . . . 

Star students tuck into tasty reward

“FORGET gold stars, one school is offering a much cheesier reward for good work –
Pizza with the Principal.  Students who are a slice above the rest at Oasis Academy 
Shirley Park get nominated every week to have pizza with Principal, Glen Denham.  The lucky students 
have no idea they have been picked for the reward until every Friday morning, when they are handed the 
surprise invitation.”  

Read more on our website http://www.oasisacademyshirleypark.org/academy-life/news/view/item26032/

Early Entry results for Year 11 students

“Both Miley Moody and Anna Pietrzak took Maths and English GCSE early and will take it again in the 
summer.  They said that, despite the hard work it entails, it has increased their confidence for this year’s 
exams.  Miley said “I had to do tonnes of revision and endless hours of attending extra classes to get ready 
for the exams.  The teachers worked really hard to get us prepared.”   Anna added “I feel relieved I took 
these two subjects early because I won’t be as stressed as I could have been.  Passing these exams has 
given me confidence for all my other subjects”.  

Well done to all of our students who took early entry Maths and English in November.

Read more on our website http://www.oasisacademyshirleypark.org/academy-life/news/
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Melissa sets sights on seat in Youth Parliament

“Former Oasis Academy Shirley Park Head Girl, Melissa Owusu is hoping her 
old school will help her move into politics.  Melissa is in the running to become a 
Member of the UK Youth Parliament (MYP) and, if she succeeds, will represent 
young people in Croydon.

Now 18, Melissa came back to her old school last week as voting started.  She 
said: "It is great to be able to come back to the Academy and talk to students 
about politics and my plans for youth programmes and activities.“  The UK 
Youth Parliament has 600 elected MYPs and any young person aged 11 to 18 
can stand or vote.”

Read more on our website 
http://www.oasisacademyshirleypark.org/academy-life/news/
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House Update - Inter House ‘Chess‘ Tournament

On Thursday 27 th January, the Houses’ of Oasis Academy Shirley Park took part in an Inter House 
‘Chess’ Tournament. The results were as follows:

Year 7 Year 8

Year 9 Year 10

Year 11

Congratulations to all students who took part in th e Chess Tournament.
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Eagle House Kestrel House Hawk HouseFalcon House

1st Eagle 250 HPs
2nd Hawk 200 HP’S
3rd Kestrel 150 HP’S
4th Falcon 100 HP’S
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1st Hawk 250 HPs
2nd Eagle 200 HP’s
3rd Falcon 150 HP’s
4th Kestrel 100 HP’s
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1st Falcon 250 HPs
2nd Hawk 200 HP’S
3rd Kestrel 150 HP’S
4th DNA

Year 9 Chess stars - James Ross & Shaheen Biagi

1st Eagle 250 HPs
2nd Kestrel 200 HP’S
3rd Falcon 150 HP’S
4th Hawk 100 HP’S

1st Hawk 250 HPs
2nd Falcon 200 HP’S
3rd Kestrel 150 HP’S
4th Eagle 100 HP’S

Year 11 Chess star - John Neilson

1st HAWK 1000 HPs

2nd FALCON 850 HP’S

3rd EAGLE 800 HP’S

4th KESTREL 750 HP’S
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Year 10 Chess stars – Wilson Anti & Simon Thorpe



Year 10 Cambridge Challenge Day 

On Tuesday 1st February a small group of some of our high achieving Year 10 
students travelled up to Cambridge University to take part in a Challenge Day. 
The students completed a series of challenge questions, went on a tour of the 
Cambridge University colleges and were given some information about the 
course options at the university.

The students had an enjoyable day 
and were inspired by the opportunities
open to them at one of the UKs top 
universities.

Ms C Owens
Aimhigher Co-ordinator

News and Events
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Year 9 Aimhigher Trip to John Ruskin College

“On Wednesday 9th February, we went to John Ruskin College
and found out some interesting facts and information to help us in
the future. We looked around the fantastic facilities (including the 
hairdressing and beauty salon and the creative media Apple Mac suite)
and they told us about the courses you can take. Going to John 
Ruskin for the day helped us a lot and made us think more
about our options.“

Susan Sketchley, Mandeep Simplay, and Kerry Hadlum (Year 9)

Year 8 Trip to Ashcroft Theatre

On Wednesday 2nd February, sixteen Year 8 students attended a performance 
of Macbeth at the Ashcroft Theatre in Croydon. Pupils are studying the play as 
part of their English lessons so it was a great opportunity for students to see the 
play performed how Shakespeare intended.

All the students commented on how dramatic the performance was and how scary the witches were! 
They also said that seeing the play at the theatre helped them get to grips with the language better,
as well as helping them understand the characters and plot in more detail.

Miss Dixon
English Department
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Year 8 Creative Writing Workshop - Extend and Enrich ment

As part of the Extend and Enrichment Programme, twenty Year 8 students, self-titled, ‘The Oasis Young 
Writers’ became writers for a morning under the guidance of famous children and teen author, Lynda 
Waterhouse. Students produced some fantastic work (see 2 snippets below) and Lynda Waterhouse 
commented on the ‘creative talents’ of Oasis students! 

Run. Run. Run. Crash! Amy looked behind her. 
Someone had just been hit by a car. 
There was no one around.
She ran over to help the stranger… it was a boy. 
“Help me, please, I’m scared’.
Amy quickly calls 999.
There is no connection. He looks in the car.
There is no one there.
He tries to call for help. 
Nobody comes….
Helen Alemseged, 8Ha1

‘My sweet dreams were disturbed by my stupid old phone. “Another day in this life”, I thought. The house is silent and I feel alone 
and deserted… as usual. School is a prison for me.
“Emo Kid!” one boy shouts to me. The other girls laugh with him. 
I put my head down and carry on walking. I’m used to it. My name is Chrissie and I am the Emo-kid’. 
Shaunell Green, 8Ea1

Students were even lucky to hear extracts of books, including ‘Cut Off’ and ‘Sand Dancers’ read to them by 
the author herself, before writing their own inspiring tales. 

This was a great way to start the week.  Many students came in soaking wet from the rain but their 
enthusiasm and determination shone through.

Well done to all those involved! 

Ms George 
English Teacher
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Year 10 Aimhigher Launch Evening 

Year 10 Aimhigher students and their parents were invited to a launch evening on 19th January. It was a 
great evening on which the group were given talks by Kevin Maskell, Director of Aimhigher London South 
and Emily Butters, Education Liason Officer at Kingston University. 

It was a great opportunity for the Year 10s and their parents to find out 
about Aimhigher, university options and finance. 

Student ambassadors from local universities also came along to give 
everyone an insight into university life. Thanks to everyone that came 
along.

News and Events
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Aimhigher Trip to University of Greenwich

On Monday 24th January, some Year 9 and 10 students visited
the University of Greenwich as part of the Academy’s Aimhigher
programme. It was a great opportunity for the students to look 
around and find out about the university as well as about their 
course options for the future. The students had a great day out
with a tour and talks from a group of the university student
ambassadors.

Ms C Owens
Aimhigher Co-ordinator

Maths Update

This term has been an extremely exciting one for the Maths Department. On January 13th we
received our results for the early entry exams taken in November. The results were outstanding, 
with 70 students achieving a Grade C or above. This leaves our Year 11s in a fantastic position 
going into the June exams and we have high hopes for the summer’s results also.

Following our early entry success, selected pupils from Years 9 and 10 are going to be sitting their 
Maths GCSE early in June. These pupils have been chosen due to their exceptional progress and 
achievement in maths, and it gives them a great opportunity to gain an early GCSE in 
addition to providing excellent foundations going forward in Key Stage 4. 



Christmas Carol Service

The first Oasis Christmas Carol Service at St Mildred’s Church and Christmas Carol Singing at Whitgift 
Centre, Croydon held in December was a great success.  Please see the gallery of pictures below.

News and Events
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Christmas Carol Singing – Whitgift Centre, Croydon



UK Youth Parliament Elections

Oasis Academy Shirley Park has been asked by Croydon Youth Services
to be involved in the UK Youth Parliament (UK YP) elections for 2011.

We offered the Academy to host as a polling station and this provided us 
with an excellent opportunity to allow our students to vote
and save time moving around or looking for a place to vote! 

The voting will took place from Mon 7th – Wed 16th Feb, where we provided space for our pupils to vote (not 
those from other schools). Ballot boxes, ballot papers, info on candidates etc. 

There are 51 young people who have nominated themselves for the election!

Melissa Owusu is our last Year 11 student who campaigned in the coming Election.

The candidates will be split into two groups, a member of youth parliament and deputy for the north will be 
elected and a member of youth parliament and deputy for the South. 

Approximately 800 students from Oasis Shirley Park have voted and we await the results eagerly.

Mr McKinley and The Media Team

News and Events
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Full Circle Counselling

Full Circle Counselling Support Service are available
in the Academy if you need to talk in confidence.

Tell a teacher .…….



Immobilise – Keep it safe, Keep it hidden

Croydon 
Croydon is one of the largest London boroughs with a population if 340,000.

•One of the biggest shopping and business centres in London, with busy 
transport hubs.

•Almost 25% (82,000) of residents are under the age of 18. There are 54,000 children
and young people of school age (5-16).

Young people
•Young people are particularly vulnerable to violence and robbery
•In Croydon, the majority of both victims and suspects of robbery are young people aged 13-17
•The item most often taken is the victim's mobile phone, followed by cash and cards

Robberies often take place as young people travel to and from school, with offenders taking the same route 
as their victims and  targeting them at bus and train stations

To put it in perspective…
•These facts reflect the national picture – they do not mean Croydon is particularly unsafe
•On average there are less than 3 incidents per day across the whole of Croydon that are classified as 
violent

Staying safe: protecting yourself and your belongings
Croydon Police and Croydon Council are running a campaign to help young people stay safe and prevent 
them becoming victims of crime.  Keep items like phones, ipods and wallets out of sight

•Keep a note of your phone's IMEI number. This is your phone's unique identifying number and is used to 
trace lost or stolen phones. You can get it by keying *#06# on your key pad. Make a note of it and keep it 
separate from your phone.

• If your phone is stolen report it immediately to the police. Inform your network provider and ask them to 
block your phone. You can also block your phone by calling 08701 123 123.

• Register your phone and other valuables at www.immobilise .com.

News and Events
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www.safe.met.police.uk
www.crimestoppers-uk.org

email: 
services.turnaroundcentre@croydon.
gov.uk          020 8761 5530



Netball Results

Please see below the Year 7 and Year 8 Netball Teams results for  2010/2011. 

The Oasis girls have played extremely well and won the league.

Year 7
Tuesday 5 th Oct  – Oasis SP (WON 8 – 0) Woodcote High School
Tuesday 9 th Nov – Oasis SP (WON 8 – 2) Edenham High School
Tuesday 23 rd Nov – Oasis SP (WON 10 – 1) Royal Russell
Tuesday 7 th Dec – Oasis SP (WON conceded) Quest Academy 
Tuesday 18 th Jan – Oasis SP (WON 13 – 0) Croydon High School

Year 7 Team:  GK – Danielle Longmuir, GD – Alisha Blackmore-Asante, WD – Holly Wright, 
C – Justine Norris, WA – Euphrose Tambwe, GA – Lilie Reynolds, GS – Libby Davison  

Year 8 
Tuesday 5 th Oct – Oasis SP (DREW 3 – 3) Woodcote High School
Tuesday 9 th Nov – Oasis SP (WON 2 – 0) Edenham High School
Tuesday 23 rd Nov – Oasis SP (WON 5 – 2) Royal Russell
Tuesday 7 th Dec – Oasis SP (WON conceded) Quest Academy
Tuesday 18 th Jan – Oasis SP (WON 10 – 6) Croydon High School

Year 8 Team:  GK – Desree Adeola, GD – Biana-Milan Archer, WD – Tamara Griffiths, 
C – Aliyah Oliver, WA – Chianna Richards, GA – Zabibu Bukuru, GS – Sophie Reid

Well done to all the girls on both teams!!! 

Miss Naish & Miss Doe
Girls’ PE

House Rewards Trip

During the week beginning Monday 7th February the progress mentor 
groups with the most House points were treated to a trip to TENPIN Bowling,
Purley Way, Croydon.    

Well done to the winning progress groups – we hope you enjoyed your reward trip!

Sporting Events
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Dates for the Diary . . . .

February 2011

Monday 28th Term begins for all students 
Monday 28th Year 11 Mock Exams (all week)

March 2011

Monday 1st Final deadline 6th Form Applications
Wednesday 2nd Year 10 Science Exams
Thursday 3rd – 4.30 – 7.00pm Year 8 Parents’ Evening
Friday 4th KS3 World Book Day 
Friday 4th Year 10 Tate Modern Trip 
Thursday 17th – 4.30 – 7.00pm Year 9 Parents’ Evening
Thursday 24th – 4.30-7.00pm Year 10 Parents’ Evening

April 2011

Tuesday 5th Year 8 Final HPV Vaccination
Friday 8th Term ends (Secondary Phase students finish at 12pm)
Tuesday 26th Term begins for all students 

e-Newsletter

In line with the Academy’s eco-friendliness, our half-termly newsletter is distributed electronically by e-mail, 
as well as being available on our website www.oasisshirleypark.org .  If you wish to subscribe, please 
would you send your email address to sandra.griffiths@oasisshirleypark.org .  

A limited number of paper copies of our bulletins and newsletter will be available for collection from the 
Academy Reception.

Half Term – Monday 21st February’11 – Friday 25th February’11

Royal Wedding Holiday – Friday 29th April ,11 – Academy Closed 

What’s Coming Up

Easter Hols – Friday 8th April – Monday 25th April ‘11


