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Croydon Secondary Schools’ Awards

Our Head Boy Kofi Ghartey-Tagoe and I were at the Croydon Secondary Schools Awards evening, with 
many of our students. It was a fantastic night where Croydon celebrates the achievements of students, in a 
multitude of areas. Our Academy founder Rev Steve Chalke was the guest speaker and he spoke 
passionately about people being able to ‘write their own stories’. Steve was talking about the way in which 
people both young and old have the ability to carve out a new way of doing things, to improve their lives and 
the fact that no life is predetermined as we have the power to change. I’m sure many of you know people 
that have made significant changes to their lives, through changing careers, losing weight, giving up 
smoking, building better relationships with others. The list is endless. Mr Denham, and the rest of the staff 
here, are very proud of our children at Shirley Park who are writing their ‘own stories’ and, consequently, 
giving themselves a chance at education. They improve their behaviour, they make an effort with their 
uniform, they make sure they have their pencil case and all equipment and are ready to learn, and they are 
proactive in fostering good relationships with their peers and staff. 

Stories are re-written everyday here, children really striving and trying to ‘do the right thing’. We would wish 
to thank all of the adults who are reading this. Thank you for ‘co-authoring’ many of these success stories, 
for mentoring and guiding us and wanting the very best for us. Thank you for making sure that we are ready 
for school and on time with the right equipment and attitude.

The staff here are challenging their own practices and refining these to make sure that Oasis Academy 
Shirley Park provides the best possible service to our community and they have benefitted from the 
feedback from colleagues, parents, carers, the community and students on ways that we can improve and in 
things that we are doing well.  As educators we find ourselves in a period of significant change with the 
government issuing The Importance of Teaching, The Schools White Paper 2010, which was published on 
24th November 2010.  Its aim is to enact whole-system reform of education in England. This change is 
designed at freeing teachers from  current constraints and improving their professional status and authority. 
Raising the standards set by curriculum and qualifications to match the best in the world. Holding schools 
effectively to account for the results they achieve.  Ensuring that school funding is fair, with more money for 
the most disadvantaged. The paper also highlights the need to support teachers to learn from one another 
and from proven best practice.

What we know is all children, regardless of government, need to be literate, numerate, articulate, respectful, 
independent learners who are creative and self-motivated. They need to show, empathy and tolerance and 
be able to contribute positively and lead our communities in the future. These things will never change, 
these things will always be valued, and these things are timeless.  Have a happy and safe Easter holiday.

‘
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Kofi Ghartey Tagoe
Head Boy

Yasmin Ismail
Head Girl



Oasis Student Leaders Conference 2011

On Wednesday 30th March, members of the Oasis Student 
Council, along with our Head Boy, went to the Student Leaders 
Conference held at the Churchill War Museum. The day 
started with a tour of the Houses of Parliament where students 
discovered the amazing Royal and Political history of our country. 

They then went on to the Churchill War Museum for lunch with 
all the other Academy students.  Each Academy had prepared 
a presentation to Steve Chalke, 
members of the National 
Education Board and all the 
attending academy students 
on the topic of "Education 
Leaving Age“.

Kofi Ghartey-Tagoe, Dondre 
Williams, Ria Garcia, Jamaal 
Grant and Jasmine Welch had 
to put together a well planned 
and confidently executed 
presentation. The eventful afternoon was completed with presentations on Stop the Traffik and 
Communication Skills. 

Well done to Kofi, Dondre, Ria, Jamaal and Jasmine for proudly representing Shirley Park.
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Student Leadership



Year 10 Trip to Tate Modern  

On Monday 7th March, Year 10 students went on an art trip to the Tate Modern,
where they were able to see the most expensive artwork ever sold at auction, 
a muse painted by Picasso. 

As the painting was unveiled at the Tate Modern there were TV crews filming 
and interviewing members of the public. Jordan Dallaston and Kelly Brennan 
very bravely agreed to be interviewed about what they thought of the painting.
They were very excited and both did very well.

Ms C Owens
Teacher Art

Trips and Events
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Aimhigher Trip – Careers in Law

On Tuesday 22nd March, five Aimhigher students attended a Careers in Law 
workshop at Baker & McKenzie in London. Our students were selected to join 
15 students from 3 other schools. We were introduced to the firm, one of its 
partners and corporate law. We took part in a negotiation game with some 
trainee solicitors, there were some great debates which our students performed 
excellently in. They also had a chance to interview employees to find out more 
about careers in law. All the students really enjoyed their day and found it really 
inspirational.

Ms C Owens
Aimhigher Coordinator

Aimhigher Trip – BT – Working in the City
On Friday 25th March, five Year 10 Aimhigher students attended a careers 
workshop at the BT Centre in London. It was a great opportunity for the
students to find out about different pathways into City careers. We had a 
tour of the building including its TV studio, presentations from some very
inspirational young employees as well as a 
voice projection and confidence building session. 

The students really enjoyed their day and excelled
in all the activities.

Ms C Owens
Aimhigher Coordinator



Trip to Houses of Parliament

Oasis Academy Shirley Park and the charity Potential4you organised
various learning visits for a group of students. These trips offered 
students a chance to experience ‘without walls learning’ a non-class
based project to help students experience the history and beauty of 
our great capital city. 

Students visited The London Eye, Houses of Parliament, Downing Street, 
Trafalgar Square, The Natural History Museum, Canary Wharf and 
the O2 Centre with future trips including The Science Museum and 
a London Premiership Football Club. 

Trips and Events
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SATRO Problem Solving Challenge 2011

The SATRO challenge takes place every year and aims to inspire students to consider
a career in engineering and engage students in a problem solving activity. 

Hannah McManus Year 11 writes 

‘This year Catherine, Cassandra, Curtis, Charlotte and I all took part in the Satro Challenge.  In the first heat 
we were asked to make an electromagnetic wand out of straws and cardboard.  We had half an hour to plan 
it and then a further hour to build our device.  In the end we came 2nd in our heat and got through to the 
finals which were held in Chartham House.  Unfortunately we didn’t win, but along the way we all had lots of 
fun and we were all able to boost our teamwork skills’.

The students had a great time and 
one even mentioned “I know who 
Oliver Cromwell and King Richard 
are now, but are they actually in 
the statues sir? ” 

Justin Williams
Community Liaison Manager



Inter School Book Quiz 

On Thursday 17th March, five Year 9 students, Mr Johnson and Miss Ralston 
took part in the Annual Inter School Book Quiz at Archbishop Lanfranc School, 
arranged as part of the World Book Day celebrations.

The team consisting of Daniel Turner, Eve Austin, Safia Sheikh, Suzanne Voce, Cavelle Payne.
put in a stellar effort and finished in third place! Congratulations to all involved! 

News and Events
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Blood Brothers Theatre Trip

On 10th March, a group of Year 9 students who have been working hard in English were treated to an 
afternoon watching “Blood Brothers” at the Phoenix Theatre in London’s West End. The musical tells the 
captivating and moving story of twins, who separated at birth, grow up on opposite sides of the tracks, only 
to meet again with tragic consequences. 

After the performance the students attended a Q&A session with the cast and 
crew and find out more about the story, characters and what it is like to be an 
actor.

All the students thoroughly enjoyed the show, Kerry Hadlum said “It was 
absolutely brilliant, I loved it!” and Reece Messam said “I didn’t expect to 

like it, but it was really good”.

World Book Day

To celebrate World Book Day, the library held a competition whereby students randomly 
picked a title, character and place and had to write a short story. 

Charlie White in 7Ha/2 was the lucky winner!  Students could also design and make 
their own comic strips. 

Ms E Dixon
English Teacher

Readathon

Year 8 students are currently taking part in Readathon - a sponsored reading event to raise money for CLIC 
Cancer and the Roald Dahl Foundation. They are aiming to read as many books as possible by the end of 
the Easter holidays!  Good luck guys!



Oasis Global Conference - South Africa - 7th-11th Mar ch 2011

The Oasis Global Conference takes place every 2 to 3 years and is attended by volunteers and staff from 
Oasis bases across the world. This year the Oasis International Conference took place just outside 
Johannesburg, at Zingela Conference centre on the Hartbeeshoek Nature Reserve, South Africa.

I was very fortunate to be one of the 75 delegates from around the world, 17 from the UK, who met 
specifically to discuss and develop the Oasis community projects that positively impact in many countries 
around the world. For those of you who do not know, Oasis works with the poor and the underprivileged in 
many countries. The aim is to educate, enable and empower people in real and practical ways. Oasis works 
with children at risk, vulnerable women and girls, whole communities, churches and as an advocate for 
others. The countries that Oasis are currently working to make positive impacts in are:

Bangladesh
Belgium
Brazil
India
Kyrgyzstan
Mozambique
South Africa
Uganda
UK
USA
Zimbabwe

Oasis Academy Shirley Park is partnered with Oasis Belgium and Oasis Zimbabwe.

After the conference, I was able to represent OASP and visit Zimbabwe, meeting and developing Academy 
links with Oasis colleagues. Oasis provide support and training for Pre Schools in Zimbabwe and the 
fantastic Tanaka project. Tanaka, meaning 'we are whole', works with street girls, supporting, educating and 
equipping them to deal better with situations they have been exposed to, providing opportunities for a better 
future. I met with a wonderful young lady named N, who was a former street girl who, via Oasis support and 
nurture, has managed to turn her life around, achieving 3 A-Levels and now intending to go to University to 
become a lawyer, in order to defend those, 'who have suffered by no fault of their own'.

The intended outcome of the Conference and the visit to Zimbabwe, is to use N's experiences to inspire 
students and staff within OASP, highlighting first hand awareness of global issues and providing a platform 
for students to be part of truly life changing Oasis projects.

M Roessler
Associate Assistant Principal/Director of House

Global Community
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Science Week – 21 st – 25th March 2011
The challenge was to design and make the fastest “Wheel Racer” from a variety of cardboard disks, drawing 
pins, different lengths of wood, a metal and wooden washer, a length of dowel and a rubber band. 

Every member of Years 7, 8 and 9 had an opportunity to design and make one in their science lesson which 
were then raced against each other to find the fastest from each class. The fastest from each classes then 
competed today to find a winner for each year and then there was a grand final for the fastest racer overall.

The results were as follows (20 House Points to each winning year group entry):

Winners of Year 7

7b1 – Jaimee Heward
Niveda Kiridaran
Hannah Igwebike

Winners of Year 8

8b1 – Fariman Imani
Peeyush Sheela Manikantan
Johan Nya Keutcha
Michael Bellairs

Winners of Year 9 Overall winners (50 House 
Points each)
Laila Adan
Thahira Sulaiman
Andre Abel

9g2 – Laila Adan
Thahira Sulaiman
Andre Abel Mr S Mesure

Science teacher

News and Events
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Science Fair – Addington Palace
On 30th March, Year 8s went to a Science Fair at Addington Palace where there were numerous activities.  
Firstly we had a Science talk where a man showed us how magic is linked to science.  Then we 
went to an outdoor marquee where a lady talked about sound waves and how they travel.  
Thirdly, we went to a room where a lady talked to us about the digestive system which was
interesting. After lunch we discussed whether computers are smarter than humans.
Finally we went to a lecture about air which was really fun, all round we had a really 
good time.  
By Desree Adeola 8Fa/1



Comic Relief Extravaganza
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Music Production
On Friday 18th March, Oasis Academy Shirley Park students’ celebrated Red Nose Day with a Music 
Production organised by students, with Mr McKinley’s help.

Various students and staff took part in different activities including singing, dancing and musical events. 
We raised £300 for Red Nose Day.  A big thanks to all students who took part, also Miss Cunden and
Miss Kendall for their performances.

Please see our gallery of photographs below:  

UK Youth Parliament Elections
Melissa Owusu, last year’s Head Girl, who campaigned for the Youth
Parliament Election was successful in securing a place on the Youth Parliament.
Students were allowed to vote for two people and it was a ‘first past the post’ election with the 
young people with the most votes becoming Members of Youth Parliament and the next 
two becoming deputies.  Congratulations to Melissa Owusu , and all the students at Oasis 
Academy Shirley Park who turned out to vote; we  had the second highest number of votes 
from one school.

Mr McKinley and The Media Team



Year 7 Girls’ Netball

Year 7 Girls’ Netball 

Year 7 Croydon Schools Netball Tournament @ Croydon High School
- Monday 14th March 2011

Year 7 Team - Lillie Reynolds, Libby Davison, Tia Weeks, Jarieu Bah,
Holly Wright, Euphrose Tambwe, Justine Norris,
Alisha Blackmore-Asante, Danielle Longmuir

The Year 7s played seven games. The girls won 5, lost 1 and drew 3 - 3 with Croydon High School, the best 
team in the borough! The girls missed out on a place in the semi-finals by 1 point and came 5th out of 16 
teams.  Well done girls, you did us proud!

Year 8 Girls’ Netball

Year 8 Croydon Schools Netball Tournament @ Croydon High School
- Thursday 17th March 2011

Year 8 Team - Sophie Reid, Zabibu Bukuru, Rhianne Forrest, 
Chianna Richards, Aaliyah Oliver, Lisa-Marie Penfold, Biana Archer,
Desree Adeola

The year 8's played 4 games, won three and lost 1.
They also came 5th out of 14 teams.

Excellent performances from both teams. Well done! 

Miss Naish & Miss Doe
Girls’ PE

Sport/House Events
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Year 7 Team

Year 8 Team

House Awards - Current House Positions

Falcon House lead both the Autumn 1 term and Autumn 2 term House Point totals. Hawk put up a 
spirited challenge in Spring 1 term and took the lead. Spring 2 term leaders are Falcon.

At present the overall House point leaders at OASP secondary for the year are Hawk . 
Who will be the overall winner at the end of the Year?  Best of luck to all 4 Houses 
for the remaining term.  Mr Rosseler

Eagle House
Kestrel House Falcon House Hawk House



Children’s Centre
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National Food Safety Week

There will be activities in the Stay and Play
to promote food safety awareness.

Dad’s Saturday 

Saturday 16th April – 9.30am – 12pm
Saturday 28th May – 9.30am – 12pm

Gardening Club 

Started Tuesday 29th March             
Running every Tuesday

11am – 12pm.

We are looking for parents/carers with their 
children to help dig the ground, plant seeds into 

pots ready for planting outside in May.

COPG cake sale 

Wednesday 6th April 

Easter Holiday Activities

Monday 11 th April
Childminder - 9.30am – 11.30am  
Parents United (No creche) – 12.30 – 2.30pm 

Tuesday 12 th April
Stay and Play – 9.15am – 11.15am

Wednesday 13 th April
Stay and Play – 9.15am – 11.30am
Clinic – 9.30 – 11.30am  
Young Parents – 12.30pm – 2.30pm

Thursday 14 th April
NCT Bump and babes 12.30pm – 2.30pm

Friday 15 th April
Stay and Play – 9.15am – 11.15am

Monday 18 th April
Childminder 9.30am – 11.30am
Parents United (No creche) – 12.30- 2.30pm

Tuesday 19 th April
Trip to Kelsey Park, meeting at 9.30am at the       
centre and travelling by tram

Wednesday 20 th April
Stay and Play - 9.15am – 11.30am
Clinic – 9.30am - 11.30am
Young Parents – 12.30pm – 2.30pm

Thursday 21 st April
NCT Bump and babes 12.30pm – 2.30pm

Friday 22 nd April
Centre Closed



Dates for the Diary . . . .

April 2011
Friday 8th 12.00 pm - End of Term 
Tuesday 26th Term begins for secondary phase students 
Tuesday 26th Year 11 Mock Exams commence
Thursday 28th Year 10 Childcare Visit to John Ruskin
Friday 29th Royal Wedding Bank Holiday

May 2011
Monday 2nd May Day Bank Holiday
Wednesday 4th Oasis Annual Awards, Birmingham
Wednesday 4th Year 7 Science Trip to Salters
Thursday 5th Year 9 Trip to Horniman Museum
Thursday 5th Year 7 Parents’ Evening
Friday 6th BP Roadshow 
Friday 6th Year 9 Trip to Horniman Museum 
Monday 16th Year 10 Work Experience (2 weeks)
Thursday 19th Target Review Day
Friday 27th Half Term ends

Half Term – Friday 27th May 2011 – Monday 6th June 2011

June 2011
Monday 6th Term begins for secondary phase students
Monday 6th Year 10 Final School Booster Vaccinations
Monday 20th Inset Day – Secondary Phase

Easter Holiday – Monday 11th – Monday 25th April 2011

e-Newsletter

Our half-termly newsletter is distributed electronically by e-mail, as well as being available on our website 
www.oasisshirleypark.org .  If you wish to subscribe, please would you send your email address to 
sandra.griffiths@oasisshirleypark.org .  

A limited number of paper copies of our bulletins and newsletter are available in the Academy Reception.

What’s Coming Up

Half Term – Monday 30th May – Friday 3rd June 2011


