
Literacy and Maths catch up 
The literacy and numeracy catch up premium gives schools additional funding to 
support year 7 pupils who did not achieve at least level 4 in reading or maths at the 
end of KS2. At Oasis Academy Shirley Park, our goal is to provide an outstanding 
education for all our students.  We know that some of our students arrive at 
secondary school with barriers which affect their ability to access the curriculum.  We 
are committed to ensuring that the right support is put in place at the start of their 
academic journey with us, to ensure that they are provided with the knowledge and 
skills to flourish in our academically rigorous, knowledge-rich curriculum. 

The key principles are: 

 To raise self-esteem and aspirations of pupils 
 To accelerate academic progress to ensure there is no difference between 

Disadvantaged and Non-Disadvantaged pupils 
 To enhance existing provision 
 To identify concerns early and target support and interventions to accelerate 

progress 
 To evaluate the impact of interventions and intervene quickly to maximise 

impact 
 To raise parental engagement and support 
 To provide a broad and varied curriculum to ensure 

Funding and Impact 
The funding for the Year 7 Catch Up cohort for Oasis Academy Shirley Park for the 
academic year 2018/19 is £21,477. 
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Identifying students 

Methods used for identifying weaker students who would benefit from interventions:  

• Students who achieved a mean scaled score in SATs of 90 or below are screened as 

candidates. 

• Students who are identified by English teachers as having literacy issues which provide a 

barrier to their accessing of the curriculum. 

• Students who are identified by Maths teachers as having numeracy issues which provide a 

barrier to their accessing of the curriculum. 

• Students who achieved a significantly low reading age from their screening assessment 

during their Induction Day at the end of Year 6. 

• Students who access step levels in EAL assessments. 

Actions 

 Employ transition teacher to work with students in developing Literacy and Numeracy 

skills during small group sessions and targeted interventions. 

 Students who are identified as having an issue with decoding words are entered on to 

the “Fresh Start” programme.  They receive support in small groups with staff trained in 



the delivery of phonics programmes.  They work intensively through the course in 

streamed groups until they have mastered the key elements of the course.  As soon as 

the SENCo and Head of English decide that their literacy skills will enable them to 

access the mainstream curriculum, they are reintegrated back in to English classes with 

additional support from teaching assistants.  

 Maths small group intervention further supports development of basic numeracy skills, 

and builds on the Maths Mastery curriculum. 

Monitoring 

The progress of all catch up students is monitored by the Heads of English and Maths, the 

AP for Inclusion and the Year 7 Team. The packages they work on are progressive which 

allows us to track who is moving rapidly through the levels of certain programmes and who is 

making slower progress. Intervention is continuously refined throughout the year based on 

the individual needs and progress of each student.   


