
Holiday Homework 

Give this to your English teacher in your first English lesson. 

Find this information on Greek Mythology. Present the information as a beautiful poster for your new 

English classrooms. 

• Why did the Ancient Greeks value story telling? 

• Why was mythology important to the ancient Greeks? 

• Why is mythology still important to modern society? 

• Challenge yourself: What else can you discover about Greek mythology? How about Norse mythology? Where do they overlap, and why? 

 

 

 



 

Introduction to Greek myths 

There are countless collections of Greek myths, put together by authors who want to emphasise certain parts of the story or bring different versions together. 

Here are two introductions to modern collections by authors who have been inspired by the action-filled, dynamic tales. 

Introduction to ‘The New Windmill Book of Greek Myths’ by Geraldine McCaughrean 

When these stories were first told, three thousand years ago, they were much, much more than stories. They were, for the Ancient Greeks, a way of making 

sense of the world – how it began, why summer gives way to autumn and the leaves fall, why some people are lucky and some are not, what becomes of man 

after he dies… 

The Ancient Greeks believed that high up, on the top of the highest mountain in the country, sat a family of gods. One was in charge of the sea, whipping up 

storms and frightening sailors. Another ripened the harvest in the fields. One could shoot arrows of love into the stoniest heart. Another decided the winning 

side in a war. In fact, every aspect of life was looked after by one of those immortal gods living on Mount Olympus.  

But far from being perfect and full of wisdom, the gods in the Greek heaven were just as silly as us. They squabbled, they fell in love, they played tricks on each 

other and on the people in their care. They chased pretty women, helped handsome heroes, and dressed up in all kinds of disguises. They were vain, jealous, 

spiteful, bad-tempered – even lonely. And mixed up in with stories of these gods were others – half remembered adventures of legendary Greeks whose deeds 

grew in the telling into adventures worth of any immortal god. 

So why, when we no longer believe there are gods living at the top of Mount Olympus, are we still telling their stories? Because they are full of the things that 

fascinate anyone, in any country, at any time. There are adventures and jokes, fables and fairy stories, thrills and happy endings. In short, the Greek myths are 

just too good to forget. 

 

 

 



Introduction to ‘Tales of the Greek Heroes’ by Rick Riordan.  

Before Luke Skywalker, before Batman, before even King Arthur, there were the Greek heroes. Those guys knew how to fight! 

Imagine being trapped in a dark maze with no weapons, facing a three-metre-tall mutant with the head of a bull. Imagine being forced to do twelve jobs for 

your worst enemy: little things like stealing the Lord of the Dead’s guard dog, slaying an eight-headed hydra or cleaning 12 billion kilos of manure out of a 

stable. Imagine facing an enemy like Medusa, who could turn you to stone with a single glance. 

When I was a kid, I wanted to be a Greek hero. I wished I could face their challenges. Well, okay, maybe not the stable-cleaning task, but everything else 

sounded pretty cool. I wanted to borrow Perseus’s sword, mirrored shield and winged shoes. I wanted to sail on the Argo with Jason to find the Golden Fleece. I 

wanted to be as strong as Hercules and pulverize giants with my bare fists. 

This book, by Roger Lancelyn Green, was one of my first introductions to the amazing world of Greek mythology. If it weren’t for this book, I probably never 

would have written my own books about a modern-day demigod, Percy Jackson. If you like fantasy, comics, action and adventure movies, horror or any other 

type of story with heroes and monsters, you will love Greek myths, because Greek mythology is where it all started.  

You will face fire-breathing bulls and many-headed dragons. You will meet clever sorceresses, treacherous centaurs, jealous gods and evil kings. You will sail 

into unknown waters, soar up to Mount Olympus and descend into Hades. Not every story will have a happy ending, because a hero’s journey is never easy and 

often fatal, but along the way you will meet many loyal friends and courageous allies. 

Ready to get started? Fasten your armour. Grab your shield. Make sure your sword is sharpened. Within these pages are monsters that have been waiting 

3,000 years to fight you. It’s time you showed them who’s boss. 

BRING ON SEPTEMBER, YEAR 7, WE CAN’T WAIT TO SEE YOU! 

 

 


