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The Long Queen couldn't die. -> Dﬂ&,ﬂm}ton, fwfoﬂ/ N&tiecl Lya cown}ha 3 j

Young when she bowed her head
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then taken Time for a husband. Long live the Queen.
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spinsters and hags, matrons, wet nurses,
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witches, widows, wives, mothers of all these.
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Her wglfﬁ of law was in their bones, in the graft

of their hands, in the wild kicks of their dancing.

No girl born who wasn't the Long Queen's always child.

5 Maben of all women |
mdudm.% }L@W(& Mj/'&“““( / ]prj I[L‘v/t’, }Mim
_ 5 aa /_‘é‘l__ﬂ‘ ‘37[ E/!ZA}MHn = POW
Eefe}v%'cn of “in' " s '
- Achony power as monarch e BMJ‘ > ’%Ofole (%Qul&hg
becoprg Inkrtwinad waith ie’v" abont her WM ,‘471;‘/%}%
by fomininchy eoms wory (Foucasll)

-~ Jaclakion 3 .Srkm}f« e

Unseen, she ruled and reigned; some said

in a castle, some said in the tower in the dark heart

of a wood, some said out and about in rags, disguised,

sorting the bad from the good. She sent her explorers away

in their creaking ships and was queen of more, of all the dead

when they lived if they did so female. All hail to the Queen.
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What were the laws? Childhood: whether a girl mccy,o}wtﬁ L‘ercfn.d; \/
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wrote it all down like a charge-sheet, or the fourth never left, Juldheod > d*ha‘u*ﬂ"a p’f fermale deldheod
scouring the markets and shops for her old books and toys - L> CAN‘-% (\c&ph‘n.z ' P E)lm})tﬂq Bu.orrwo
d ~ S 7 umn / D/L/\% ) .
FD'WM Im()j {'YMSCQ;Q(LL("?
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fist bled to be insignificant, no cause for complaint, > g = Pod rose od Tuxclo;@
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when the law would change. Tears: salt pearls, bright jewels for

the Long Queen's fingers to weigh as she counted their sorrow. ‘ « .
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Childbirth: most to lie on the birthing beds, Lb Aflﬁ j‘t WowLn O)L Joue

push till the room screamed scarlet and children
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some to be godmother, aunt, teacher, teller of tall tales, MH}‘ f ML{M"“ ) f-/mM
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No mother bore daughter not named to honour the Queen.

And her pleasures were stories, true or false, ] .
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