WELCOME TO

Oasis Academy Shirley Park

Year 3 Home Pack

Dear Families,
Welcome to Year Three at Oasis Academy Shirley Park Primary. We would like to tell
you a little about Year 3 to help prepare you and your child for what we are sure will be
a very exciting and happy year at school.
The working day will be structured in a similar way to Year 2, with our day starting at
8:45am and finishing at 3.20pm.
In Year 3 the children line up in the big playground at the beginning of the day. They
say goodbye to their parents and carers when the whistle blows and are led into school
by their class teacher.
Enclosed in this pack is some helpful guidance on maths and English (including reading,
writing and handwriting), the summer holiday homework and familiar faces that can
help!
We are very much looking forward to getting to know you and your children over what
we hope will be an enjoyable year at school. Please do not hesitate to come in and speak
to us if there is anything you’d like to ask or tell us at any point in the year.
We wish you a very happy summer holiday!
Best wishes,

Ms Robertson, Mrs Marshall, Mr Eniola, Mrs Esnard and Miss Campling.

There are lots of people around school that are more than happy to help you.
Mr Browne is the Acting Principal
of the whole academy.

Mrs Botley is the Acting Primary Headteacher

Ms Robertson is the Phase Leader for Year 3 and 4.

Mr Eniola is the Class Teacher for Chestnut Class

Mrs Esnard is the Class Teacher for Pine Class

Miss Campling is the Class teacher for Hawthorn Class

Mrs Marshall and Ms Robertson are the Class Teachers for
Birch Class

Maths
Times Table Rockstars and Sumdog: Your child should be used to logging onto TT
Rockstars and Sumdog.
3x 4x and 8x tables: These are the focus in Year 3! However, most children have now
secured their 3x table, so we will move on quickly to the 4x table early on in the
Autumn term, 8 x in the Spring term and should be ready to progress to 9 x in the
summer term. All of these need to be learnt in and out of order and with related
division facts. Children will be challenged to beat their previous score in three, 3
minute test each week.
Homework: Children should also be practising their times tables frequently. Homework
passports will be given on a termly basis with eight tasks which are rewarded on the
due date.
100 square: This will still be useful for homework in year 3. In class we use them to
count on and back 1 and 10 more and find the difference.

English
Handwriting
The children will continue to practise cursive writing and it is expected that the
children apply this in all lessons and homework.

Phonics and Spelling
Most children will be moving on from the SFA phonics learning towards a spelling
programme. Weekly spellings will be going home on the Friday to be tested the
following week.
Writing
Writing is not just about stories! Ask children to label and annotate drawings and
diagrams, write your shopping list, note down a football score, keep notes, diaries,
postcards and letters – all of these are really good quality experiences for children to
see that writing has a meaning. As with reading, it is important for them to see you
writing too!
Reading
All children in our school are being asked to read for up to 20 minutes a night. This is
part of their homework. Like all skills, reading improves the more that it is practised.
Children who read even four nights a week are getting an extra 80 minutes practice a
week. Over the course of the year, that adds up to an amazing number of hours. It has
been proven that the more children read, the better they will achieve.
You can support your child by finding a special time and place for reading. Your child
will be particularly successful when someone in the family can sit with them and share
the reading experience with them. We want this to be an enjoyable time for everyone,
so the emphasis should be on reading for pleasure.

If your child does not want to read at home, then please let us know so that we can
help in some way. There is usually a reason why they do not want to read, other than
they can’t be bothered!
The book your child takes home will depend on their SFA group. Some children will
have a specific SFA book (that must be in school for use in class EVERY DAY). All
children must take home a levelled reading book to suit their ability; they may also
borrow a book from the class book corner.
Please sign and comment in your child’s reading record to confirm they have read
that day.

Hints for listening to your child read

•

•
•
•
•
•

If your child is reading a ‘Roots’ story they should be able to read the ‘Green
Words’ by sounding them out or ‘Alphie Talking’ them. (Alphie is the puppet the
teacher uses in the Roots lessons!). Start by practising the green and red words
at the beginning of the story.
Listen to your child read the story. Comment on what you enjoy or find
interesting.
Ask your child what part of the story /book they enjoyed the most.
Help your child with unfamiliar words. Give your child a chance to work on a word
if he or she wants to.
Be positive. Let your child know that you think it is terrific when they read with
expression, try a difficult word or read smoothly.
The ‘Roots’ books also have helpful questions at the back which can help
discussion and children’s understanding. Please do not write in the books though!

Thank you for supporting your child in becoming the best possible reader!

Safety in the Holidays
We hope that the holidays are a happy and positive time for our families but recognise
that sometimes people may need support for a number of different reasons. Here are
some useful links to websites and contacts that may help if the need arises:

Internet safety
www.thinkuknow.co.uk
This website is great for and children also has a link to report an incident that has
occurred online.

Children’s worries
We encourage children to talk to their trusted adults in their lives but if they find this
difficult for any reason there are lots of amazing organisation with staff trained to
help children with their worries:
www.childline.org.uk
www.bullying.co.uk

phone: 0800 1111
phone: 0808 800 2222

Parents/ guardians
For general advice:
www.familylives.org.uk phone: 0808 800 2222
www.croydon.gov.uk

phone: 0208 726 600

Support following a crime:
www.victimsupport.org.uk

Event and activity listings:
www.familiesonline.co.uk/local/croydon
www.croydon.gov.uk/education/special-educational-needs/sen-leisure

