
 1 

 
 
 
 

 

KEY STAGE 4 OPTIONS 2025 

 
CHOOSING THE RIGHT SUBJECTS  
 
 
  



 2 

  
  

 

Principal’s Welcome: 
 

At Oasis Shirley Park, we believe that an 

exceptional curriculum offer should lie at the 

heart of what we do. This belief is one of the 

many reasons that we have decided to extend 

our KS3 to three years and ask students to begin 

their GCSE courses in year 10. 

 

Our academically rigorous and coherent KS3 

allows students to excel and provides an 

important framework for their GCSE’s. By placing 

knowledge at the heart of our KS3, we know 

that our students are well placed to begin their 

GCSE journeys as they transition into year 10. 

 

What we now ask is for students to think hard 

about each of the choices they make for their 

GCSE’s.  

 

Please use this booklet to help you, but also 

think about the subjects you love, find 

interesting, and are inspired by. 

 

Mr S Chaudhri  

 

Principle 

Contents: 
 

Introduction To Options: 

About options & making choices. 
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BTEC Business 

BTEC Dance 

Dance 

Drama 

Food & Nutrition  

French  

Geography 

History  
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Physical Education 

Cambridge National PE  

Religious Studies 

Spanish  
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Choices And Higher Education: 

At Shirley Park we are determined to ensure the brightest future for all of our students. That 

means that we are ambitious with the type of post-school life that we prepare them for. 

The Russell Group is an organisation of 24 of the top universities in the UK (see full list here - 

https://russellgroup.ac.uk/). The guidance from the Russell Groups says that there is no 

benefit to studying more GCSEs at the expense of getting high grades, and that almost all 

universities require at least a pass in English and Maths. 

 

Making Your Choices: 

We aim for students to take between 8 to 10 GCSE subjects because we believe this will 

help our students make it onto the next stage of their academic lives.  

 

All pupils will study English Language, English Literature, and Mathematics. All students will 

also be taking Science, with some students opting to take three science GCSEs. As well as 

this, students will need to select a further four subjects from the list below: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Making the right decision for you is at the heart of the GCSE options process. In Spring 2 

we will be holding an options evening where parents can speak to OASP staff.  
 

We will then be sending out a link to all families at the end of the Spring term, which students will 

use to select their options. 

 

 
  

ONE SUBJECT FROM: ONE SUBJECT FROM: 

Geography 

History 

French 

Spanish 

TWO SUBJECTS FROM: 

Art & Design 

BTEC Business 

BTEC Dance 

Dance 

Drama 

Food & Nutrition 

French 

Geography 

History 

Music 

Physical Education 

Cambridge National PE 

Religious Studies 

Spanish 

Triple Science 
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Advice From Students: 

 

When asked what they would and would not recommend current year 9 students 

choosing their GCSE options, the year 10s had this to say. 

 

Do: 

• Pick subjects you are good at  

• Pick subjects you enjoy 

• Pick subjects that link with your future aspirations (e.g. doctors will need 

Separate Sciences) 

• Talk to teachers to get an idea of what the subject is like at GCSE 

• Think carefully. Speak to your parents/family about your choices 

• Make sure you are 100% certain. You don’t want to be changing your options 

 

Don’t: 

• Chose an option subject because your friends are 

• Pick a subject because you like the teacher  

• Feel pressured by family to pick certain subjects  

• Be afraid to ask questions  

 

The most important part of this process is you taking time to find the right options for 

you. That is why you will also be given a series of options assemblies by heads of 

department each week. Because we want you to have as much information as 

possible, we have also put this booklet together, where you can read about each 

course and make sure that you are making the most informed decision possible. 

 

The option choices here are Oasis Academy Shirley Park reflect the need for the 

students to achieve a minimum of 8 good qualifications based on the Progress 8 

measures and will give students the choice to continue their studies post 16 and have 

a full range of choices for their future, including University and Apprenticeships. 
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Advice For Parents 

Previously, schools and students were measured by the achievement of 5 GCSEs at A* 

to C including English and Mathematics. From 2016 there will be four separate measures: 

Progress 8, Attainment 8, English and Mathematics and EBacc.  

 

Progress 8 is the average progress that your child will make from year 7 to 11 in eight 

subjects, above or below the national achievement of similar students. The Progress 8 

measure is designed to encourage all students to study a broad and balanced 

curriculum. For each student, the 8 subjects must be a combination from the diagram 

below. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Progress 8 score will always be determined by dividing the points total by 10 (the 

eight best suitable qualifications with English/English Literature and Mathematics 

counting double), regardless of how many qualifications your child sits or in which 

subjects.  

 

- Attainment 8 – shows the students’ total achievement in the same group of subjects 

as the Progress 8 measure. The attainment and scores are calculated by simply 

adding the value of each subject grade together.  
 

- English and Mathematics – If your child achieved a 5 or better in both English (either 

Language or Literature) and Mathematics.  
 

- The EBacc – If your child achieved good grades 9 to 5 across a range of specific 

subjects.  
 

- English Baccalaureate – consists of English, Mathematics, 2 x Science, History or 

Geography and a Language. 
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CORE SUBJECT 
English Language: 
This specification should encourage students to: read 

fluently and write effectively. They should be able to 

demonstrate a confident control of Standard English, and 

they should be able to write grammatically correct 

sentences, deploy figurative language and analyse texts. 

 

Students will be encouraged to: 

• Read a wide range of texts, fluently and with good 

understanding. 

• Read critically, and use knowledge gained from 

wide reading to inform and improve their own 

writing. 

• Write effectively and coherently using Standard 

English appropriately. 

• Use grammar correctly, punctuate and spell 

accurately. 

• Acquire and apply a wide vocabulary, alongside a 

knowledge and understanding of grammatical 

terminology, and linguistic conventions for reading, 

writing and spoken language. 

 

In addition, they must enable students to: 

• Listen to and understand spoken language, and use 

spoken Standard English effectively. The Spoken 

Language endorsement will be reported on as part 

of the qualification, but it will not form part of the 

final mark and grade. 

 

Click here for more information: GCSE English Language. 
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EXAMINATION BOARD: 

AQA 

___________________________ 
 

ASSESSMENT:  
 

Paper 1 (50%) 

Section A: Literature fiction 

Section B: Narrative writing 
 

Paper 2 (50%) 

Section A: Literature Non-Fiction 

Section B: Viewpoint writing 

___________________________ 
 

HEAD OF DEPARTMENT: 

 

Ms K Simpson 
Kate.Simpson@oasisshirleypark.org 

 

Mr J Hall  
James.hall@oasisshirleypark.org 

 

https://cdn.sanity.io/files/p28bar15/green/dbb5a2227be7d057a13894c32aded01133433e8c.pdf
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CORE SUBJECT 
English Literature: 
This course encourages students to develop knowledge 

and skills in reading, writing and critical thinking. Through 

literature, students have a chance to develop culturally 

and acquire knowledge of the best that has been 

thought and written. Studying GCSE English Literature 

should encourage students to read widely for pleasure, 

and as a preparation for studying literature at a higher 

level. 

 

Students will be encouraged to: 

 

• Read a wide range of classic literature fluently and 

with good understanding and make connections 

across their reading. 

• Read in depth, critically and evaluatively, so that 

they are able to discuss and explain their 

understanding and ideas. 

• Develop the habit of reading widely and often. 

• Appreciate the depth and power of the English 

literary heritage. 

• Write accurately, effectively and analytically 

about their reading, using Standard English. 

• Acquire and use a wide vocabulary, including the 

grammatical terminology and other literary and 

linguistic terms they need to criticise and analyse 

what they read. 

 

 

Click here for more information: GCSE English Literature. 
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EXAMINATION BOARD: 

AQA 

___________________________ 
 

ASSESSMENT:  
 

Paper 1 (40%) 

Section A: Shakespeare’s 

Macbeth 

Section B: Dickens’s A Christmas 

Carol  
 

Paper 2 (60%) 

Section A: Priestley’s An Inspector 

Calls 

Section B: Power & Conflict poetry 

Section C: Unseen poetry 

___________________________ 
 

HEAD OF DEPARTMENT: 
 

Ms K Simpson 
Kate.Simpson@oasisshirleypark.org 

 

Mr J Hall 
James.hall@oasisshirleypark.org 

 

 

https://cdn.sanity.io/files/p28bar15/green/1d552450a822e04717de340917da5d3b91896f1a.pdf
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CORE SUBJECT 
Maths: 
GCSE Maths aims to give students a clear understanding of 

concepts in maths and use the skills that they have learnt in a 

variety of real-world applications. Problem solving and 

reasoning are vital to success in the course and will help set 

students up for their future careers. 

 

Maths requires a range of skills that fall into three categories:  

• Computational skills: remembering facts, formulas and 

calculating sums. 

• Reasoning: explaining why an answer is, or is not, 

correct. 

• Problem solving applying what you know to real world 

situations. 

 

The course is split into 5 topic areas (although more 

challenging questions can involve more than one topic area 

at a time): 

• Number 

• Ratio and Proportion 

• Algebra 

• Geometry 

• Probability and Statistics 

 

The exam takes the form of one non-calculator exam: written 

exam (1 hour 30 minutes; 33.3% of overall grade) and two 

calculator exams: written exams (1 hour 30 minutes; each are 

worth 33.3% of overall grade). The exams have no other 

requirements – any topic could come up in each of the 

exams. 

 

Click here for more information: GCSE Mathematics. 

 

EXAMINATION BOARD: 

AQA 

___________________________ 
 

ASSESSMENT:  
 

Paper 1 (33.3%) 

Non-Calculator 
 

Paper 2 (33.3%) 

Calculator  

 

Paper 3 (33.3%) 

Calculator  

___________________________ 
 

HEAD OF DEPARTMENT: 
 

Ms N Haynes 
Natalie.haynes@oasisshirleypark.org 

 

https://cdn.sanity.io/files/p28bar15/green/04698c10815b90196fae18e4977d9dd8057d7892.pdf
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CORE SUBJECT 
Combined Science: 
GCSE science gives students access to knowledge and 

concepts that explain how living things work, what the 

world around us is made of and how we can change it. 

Students who complete work outside of class to support 

their studies will have their eyes opened to the beautiful 

complexity that science has revealed about the invisible 

particles and processes that shape the universe. 

 

Biology: The course is based on the big idea that all living 

things are made of cells. Ideas of organ systems, 

reproduction, health and disease are developed in 

depth through the study of plant and human biology 

with topics including cell division and reproduction, 

health and fighting disease, circulation and respiration, 

transport in plants, and material cycles. 

EXAMINATION BOARD: 

AQA 

___________________________ 
 

ASSESSMENT:  
 

Biology Paper 1 (16.7%) 

Biology Paper 2 (16.7%) 
 

Chemistry Paper 1 (16.7%) 

Chemistry Paper 2 (16.7%) 

 

Physics Paper 1 (16.7%) 

Physics Paper 2 (16.7%) 

___________________________ 
 

HEAD OF DEPARTMENT: 
 

Mr R Owen 
Robert.owen@oasisshirleypark.org 

 

Chemistry: The chemistry course focuses on the big idea of what the materials all around 

us are made of and how that affects their properties. Students will also learn about the 

chemical reactions that drive changes all around us. These are developed further by the 

exploration of topics like acids and bases – a deep look into this important area of 

chemistry, chemical reactivity – how we can produce new substances, bonding – how 

the invisible structure of materials controls how they behave, patterns in the elements – 

the periodic table and practical procedures – learning some of the key procedures that 

chemists use and how they work. 

 

Physics: Looks at how to understand the universe at the biggest scales (the universe) 

down to the tiniest imaginable. The course will give you access to the key ideas of physics 

you need to explore further. It will broaden your knowledge of how forces and energy 

drive changes and movement, how sound and light spread information and a deep 

understanding of how electricity powers the modern world.  

 

Click here for more information: GCSE Science. 

 

https://cdn.sanity.io/files/p28bar15/green/2605c2a2214d2934e55e1fee88c3b9fd14729cf6.pdf
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OPTIONAL SUBJECT 
GCSE Art, Craft & Design: 
This is a two-year course leading to a GCSE in Art and 

Design. This course encourages an adventurous and 

enquiring approach to Art and Design. 

 

Successful students will be able to demonstrate an 

understanding of past and contemporary art and design 

practice and will be able to produce a personal response 

that embraces a range of ideas. 

 

The course will consist of two units. Component one is a 

sustained personal portfolio that is wort 60% of the GCSE. 

Component two is an externally set assignment worth 40% 

of the GCSE which is set by AQA.  

 

Through these components students will undertake visual 

research exploring, developing, and refining their own 

ideas and producing a body of work that successfully 

leads to a realisation of intention. They will learn how to 

use a range of media and materials and will develop their 

understanding of the work of other artists and designers 

from different times and cultures. 

 

The GCSE course supports progression to A Level, as the 

compulsory and optional topic content gives students the 

opportunity to lay a foundation of knowledge and 

understanding that can be further developed at A Level 

or at college level. 

 

Click here for more information: GCSE Art  & Design. 

 

EXAMINATION BOARD: 

AQA 

___________________________ 
 

ASSESSMENT:  
 

Component 1 (60%) 

Sustained Personal Portfolio 
 

Component 2 (40%) 

Externally Set Assignment – 

released by AQA January 2nd.  

___________________________ 
 

HEAD OF DEPARTMENT: 
 

Ms R Demmen 
Rachel.demmen@oasisshirleypark.

org 

 

https://cdn.sanity.io/files/p28bar15/green/b4404515b35608bb9535a0e2932e1b725f5fb3d4.pdf
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OPTIONAL SUBJECT 
BTEC Business: 
This course will give you the opportunity to develop knowledge 

and technical skills in a practical learning environment. You will 

also develop key skills, such as problem solving, research, 

decision making, innovation, project management, planning 

and communication. 

 

Topics covered: 

• Component 1: Exploring Enterprises including 

understanding of enterprise and entrepreneurs, how market 

research helps enterprises to meet customer needs and 

understand competitors, and how internal and external 

factors affect decisions made by enterprises. 

 

• Component 2: Planning and Presenting a Micro-

Enterprise Idea Learners will generate two realistic ideas 

for a micro-enterprise and choose one of these to plan 

within budget. They will individually present their business 

plan for their idea and review the production and 

delivery of their presentation to make recommendations 

for improvements. 

 

• Component 3: Marketing and Finance for Enterprise 

including understanding and application of knowledge 

of how SMEs promote and finance their business.  

EXAMINATION BOARD: 

PEARSON BTEC 

___________________________ 
 

ASSESSMENT:  
 

Component 1  

Exploring Enterprises  
 

Component 2 

Planning and Presenting a 

Micro—Enterprise idea 

 

Component 3 

Marketing and Finance 

Enterprise  

___________________________ 
 

HEAD OF DEPARTMENT: 
 

Ms F Mouti 
Fatna.mouti@oasisshirleypark.org 
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OPTIONAL SUBJECT 
BTEC Dance: 
Aims Of The Course: 

To develop key skills that prove learners’ aptitude in performing 

arts, such as reproducing repertoire or responding to stimulus· 

Students will explore effective ways of working in the performing 

arts, such as development of ideas, rehearsal and 

performance. 

Why Choose Dance? 

BTEC Dance allows students to explore a variety of practical 

skills including technique, performance and choreography. The 

course will encourage students to develop their confidence, 

communication skills and teamwork skills. BTEC Dance requires 

a lot of time management and dedication. Students are 

expected to perform regularly in front of audiences and in 

dance shows throughout the academic year.  

EXAMINATION BOARD: 

BTEC Level 2 Tech Award  

___________________________ 
 

ASSESSMENT:  
 

Component 1 (30%) 

Exploring the Performing Arts.  
 

Component 2 (30%) 

Developing Skills & Techniques 

in the Performing Arts. 

 

Component 3 (40%) 

Performing to a Brief.  

___________________________ 
 

HEAD OF DEPARTMENT: 
 

Ms J Hill  
Jennifer.hill@oasisshirleypark.org 

 
Component 1: Assessed Through Written Coursework.  

Students explore the processes used to create performance within their chosen discipline. In 

Dance, students will explore three professional dance works. They will consider the process from 

creating choreography to the final performance, learning about the different skills required to 

create a piece of professional dance work.  
 

Component 2: BTEC Assessed Through Written Coursework & Final Live Performance Of 

Choreography Based On A Professional Repertoire.  

Students will assess their skills as a dancer and work on choreography techniques to improve their 

craft. Students will keep a Dancer’s Log documenting their evolving skills and take part in a live 

practical performance of choreography based upon professional work.  
 

Component 3: BTEC Assessed Through An Externally Set Brief.  

Students will explore a dance style and choreographer to produce a piece of choreography for 

performance. They will apply all previous knowledge to a performance piece which is assessed 

by an external examiner. 
 

Click here for more information: BTEC Level 2 Dance 

https://qualifications.pearson.com/content/dam/pdf/btec-tec-awards/performing-arts/2022/specification-and-sample-assessments/btec-tech-award-performing-arts-spec.pdf


 13 

    

  
 D

A
N

C
E
  

 
 

 
O

P
TI

O
N

A
L 

S
U

B
JE

C
T 

OPTIONAL SUBJECT 
GCSE Dance: 
Aims Of The Course: 

The aim of this course is to inform your development as a 

creative and artistic individual, broaden your aesthetic, 

social, cultural experience, as well as generate a holistic 

engagement with dance. 

 

The topics we cover are performance, dance 

appreciation (in which we study six professional works and 

critique them accordingly), and choreography.  

 

The six works studied in the course are A Linha Curva, 

Emancipation of Expressionism, Within her Eyes, Artificial 

Things, Shadows, and Infra. 

 

60 percent of this GCSE is made up of coursework. Within 

this, students will need to perform two solo pieces, one 

duet/trio, and generate a piece of choreographed 

dance. To achieve these high standards, we ask for the 

following from our students: 

 

• Dedication to our subject 

• The ability to work independently and as a team 

• Creativity and technique  

• Organisation  

• The desire to succeed 

 

 

Click here for more information: GCSE Dance. 

 

EXAMINATION BOARD: 

AQA 

___________________________ 
 

ASSESSMENT:  
 

Component 1 (60%) 

Performance (30%) 

Choreography (30%) 
 

Component 2 (40%) 

Written Exam: 1 hour 30 mins. 

Dance Appreciation 

___________________________ 
 

HEAD OF DEPARTMENT: 
 

Ms J Hill  
Jennifer.hill@oasisshirleypark.org 

 

https://cdn.sanity.io/files/p28bar15/green/0ecfd65746732e8ea3bde2518402f8556af408ca.pdf
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OPTIONAL SUBJECT 
GCSE Drama: 
GCSE Drama is an exciting, inspiring and above all practical 

courses. There is a tendency to believe that drama is only for 

those wish to be actors, but this is incredibly wide of the mark. 

You are not learning just how to be a better actor, instead 

you will be building a skillset (confidence, resilience, critical 

analysis, problem solving, citizenship and so much more) that 

you cannot buy or suddenly manufacture when you get 

older. 
 

This subject offers a broad and coherent course of study 

enabling you to understand the social, cultural and historical 

contexts of theatre across several periods developing a range 

of theatrical skills. Skills for approaching text and interpreting 

character from page-to-stage will be developed over the 

course through scene study and exploring a range of 

practitioners and styles and their approach to theatre. 

Students will have numerous opportunities to create their own 

pieces of theatre from various stimuli as well as their own 

screen recorded performance. course is tailored to our 

student’s interests so if you love drama and theatre but prefer 

the backstage or technical side (set design, lighting, sound, 

costume, hair and make-up) you can be assessed  on this 

instead of acting.  

EXAMINATION BOARD: 

WJEC 

___________________________ 
 

ASSESSMENT:  
 

Component 1 (40%) 

Student Devised Piece 
 

Component 2 (20%) 

Scripted Performance 

 

Component 3 (40%) 

Written Exam 

___________________________ 
 

HEAD OF DEPARTMENT: 
 

Mr Y Philip 
Yohann.philip@oasisshirleypark.or

g 

 

There will be many opportunities each year to take leading roles in school productions as 

actors, stage mangers, directors and designers. Students will have the opportunity to perform 

in nationally co- ordinated performances which will be prioritised foremost for GCSE students. 

Additionally, the course provides opportunities to attend GCSE only live theatre performances 

and potential trips abroad to see theatre in different cultures.  

 

Click here for more information: GCSE Drama. 

https://www.wjec.co.uk/media/n0bae522/wjec-gcse-drama-spec-from-2016-e-270824.pdf
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OPTIONAL SUBJECT 
GCSE Food & Nutrition: 
Our GCSE Food and Nutrition course builds on the 

knowledge that students will have gained from studying 

the subject at KS3. This means that they will not only 

develop the crucial practical skills that will help them 

become experts in preparing food, but also build deep 

knowledge of food science, safety, and culture. 

 

The course will be assessed in 2 different ways. The first 

of these is a practical exam, where students will be 

given 3 hours to plan and prepare a 3-course menu. 

Students will then need to write a piece of coursework 

in which they analyse their menu and meal. 

 

The second part of the assessment is a 1hr 45-minute 

exam. This exam focusses on food science and safety.  

 

Students will be asked to explain some of the key 

scientific processes behind cooking and will be 

expected to write a combination of long and short 

answers. 

 

 

Click here for more information: GCSE Food & Nutrition. 

 

EXAMINATION BOARD: 

AQA 

___________________________ 
 

ASSESSMENT:  
 

Practical (50%) 

Student Devised Menu 
 

Paper 1 (50%) 

Written Exam 

___________________________ 
 

HEAD OF DEPARTMENT: 
 

Ms R Muna 
Rawshan.muna@oasisshirleypark.

org 

 

https://cdn.sanity.io/files/p28bar15/green/a4c15e7bbb429c2ed8b5964d97f01ad22cdb61a3.pdf
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OPTIONAL SUBJECT 
GCSE French: 
Students studying French GCSE at Shirley Park should acquire 

the key vocabulary and structures to enable them to 

communicate with French-speakers in the real world. We want 

our students to be able to speak spontaneously and to 

become confident communicators. It is our hope that they will 

be able to use these language skills throughout their lives. We 

also hope that studying another language sparks an interest, 

curiosity and love for other cultures. 

 

Above all, a willingness to make an effort, an acceptance that 

making mistakes are a part of learning and willingness to keep 

trying in spite of the challenges is essential. A good language 

learner will always accept the challenge, roll up their sleeves 

and, most importantly, will enjoy the challenge! 

 

Ultimately, in many jobs, languages give students that added 

‘edge’ to secure their career path. Languages offer a wide 

range of opportunities from using languages in: Travel, Tourism 

and Hospitality (pilot, stewards, travel agent, restaurant 

manager, hotel manager); in Interpreting and translating (legal 

interpreting, medical interpreting,  TV,  journalism, editing); in 

National Security (MI5, GCHQ); in law and business as well as 

roles in education and government. 

 

 

Click here for more information: GCSE French. 

EXAMINATION BOARD: 

AQA 

___________________________ 
 

ASSESSMENT:  
 

Listening Exam (25%) 

 

Reading Exam (25%) 

 

Speaking Exam (25%) 

 

Writing Exam (25%) 

___________________________ 
 

HEAD OF DEPARTMENT: 
 

Ms V Arulappu 
Vanitha.arulappu@oasisshirleypar

k.org 

 

https://cdn.sanity.io/files/p28bar15/green/2fc19652a68a4066090134c8c7f393abe8e0e07f.pdf
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OPTIONAL SUBJECT 
GCSE Geography: 
This exciting and relevant course studies geography in a 

balanced framework of physical and human themes and 

investigates the link between them. Students will travel the world 

from their classroom, exploring case studies in the United Kingdom 

(UK), higher income countries (HICs), newly emerging economies 

(NEEs) and lower income countries (LICs).  

 

Topics of study include climate change, poverty, deprivation, 

global shifts in economic power and the challenge of sustainable 

resource use. Students are also encouraged to understand their 

role in society, by considering different viewpoints, values and 

attitudes.  

 

The geography specification builds on literacy and numeracy 

skills throughout. The course also helps to develop key 

geographical skills which are used for assessment, including 

decision-making, analysis and evaluation skills. These are put 

further to the test during active fieldwork studies. The GCSE 

includes two separate days of fieldwork. This will include visits 

offsite and a full day of urban investigation. 

 

The GCSE course supports progression to A Level, as the 

compulsory and optional topic content gives students the 

opportunity to lay a foundation of knowledge and understanding 

that can be further developed at A Level. It also provides skills 

which can be further developed on BTEC National courses such 

as Travel and Tourism or can be used in other vocational or work-

based placements. Geography provides a solid foundation in a 

range of different skills, which are highly valued by employers and 

can therefore lead to a wide range of job opportunities. 

 

Click here for more information: GCSE Geography. 

EXAMINATION BOARD: 

AQA 

___________________________ 
 

ASSESSMENT:  
 

Paper 1 – Living with the 

Physical Environment (35%) 

The Challenge of Natural 

Hazards. 

The Living World. 

Physical Landscapes in the UK. 

 

Paper 2 - Challenges in the 

Human Environment (35%) 

Urban Issues and Challenges.  

The Changing Economic World.  

The Challenge of Resource 

Management. 

 

Paper 3 - Geographical 

Applications (30%) 

Issue Evaluation.  

Fieldwork. 

___________________________ 
 

HEAD OF DEPARTMENT: 
 

Mr A Macneal 
Alexander.macneal@oasisshirleypa

rk.org 

 

https://cdn.sanity.io/files/p28bar15/green/ed1c32a343b4c229af091211f31c4dc5bcd6c095.pdf
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OPTIONAL SUBJECT 
GCSE History: 
History GCSE is an incredibly useful tool for students to develop 

their social and emotional intelligence, broaden their global 

perspectives, and ultimately support them in accessing 

competitive careers. 
 

Our two-year course first dives into the history of migration. By 

exploring the reasons for migration, the experiences of migrants, 

and the impacts they have had on Britain, we will analyse the 

complex composition of our society. This increasingly relevant 

module covers over 1,000 years of this island’s history, from the 

Vikings, Normans, Irish, South Asians, and many more who have 

made a home here. By paying particular attention to our case 

study of Caribbean migrants in Notting Hill, we will help students 

appreciate that “Migration is not an intrusion on Britain’s history. 

Migration is Britain’s history.” – Katrina Navickas. 
 

This broad unit is followed by a short depth study, in which we 

zoom in on the reign of Elizabeth I and examine how her policies  

EXAMINATION BOARD: 

EDEXCEL 

___________________________ 
 

ASSESSMENT:  
 

Paper 1 – Migrants in Britain: 

c.800-present. 

 

Paper 2 (Breadth) Early 

Elizabethan England. 

 

Paper 2 (Period) Cold War.  

 

Paper 3 - USA, Conflict at Home 

and Abroad: 1954-75 

___________________________ 
 

HEAD OF DEPARTMENT: 
 

Mr J Powell 
Joshua.powell@oasisshirleypark.org 

 
helped define British politics, religion, and the kingdom’s position on the world stage. We then 

zoom out again to study the dramatic events of the 20th century that underpin our modern 

geopolitical context: the Cold War. We explore the perspectives of both the USA and the USSR to 

understand how ideologies have shaped the modern world. We conclude with a deeply moving 

unit on how we remember the Civil Rights Movement in the USA, tracing the stories of American 

heroes who transformed society. We study this in parallel with the activism that shaped U.S. actions 

in Vietnam. 
 

Overall, our course is a rich exploration of diverse lives, periods, and places that will help all 

students become better informed about the world around them. In a world which increasingly 

demands cultural awareness, critical thinking and a global perspective from employees, a history 

GCSE will support your child in building a successful future. Our course is particularly well resourced 

with podcasts, flashcards and tailored revision guides to support your child with every step of their 

studies. Progression to A Level is highly valued for applications to study law, politics and economics 

at university.  
Click here for more information: GCSE History. 

https://qualifications.pearson.com/content/dam/pdf/GCSE/History/2016/specification-and-sample-assessments/gcse-9-1-history-specification.pdf
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OPTIONAL SUBJECT 
BTEC Music: 
Music is one of the most exciting choices available going into 

Year 9. From performing in live shows to producing and 

composing music, students are expertly guided by our 

experienced staff to pursue their passion and hone their identity 

as a musical artist. By choosing this vocational music course, you 

join a strong community of engaged pupils who are passionate 

about creating music, with priority access to our excellent 

facilities, including a keyboard lab, recording studio, 5 practice 

rooms and a new production suite. 

 

Our Music course is so much more than just working in a 

classroom… as a music student, you will learn to compose, 

produce and perform music in a wide range of styles to help you 

become a confident, creative and versatile musician. Core 

musical styles covered are currently: jazz, grime, rock ‘n’ roll, West 

African drumming, punk and hip hop.  

 

EXAMINATION BOARD: 

PEARSON BTEC  

___________________________ 
 

ASSESSMENT:  
 

Component 1 – Exploring Music 

Products and Styles (30%) 

 

Component 2 – Music Skill 

Development (30%) 

 

Component 3 – Responding To 

A Music Brief (40%) 

___________________________ 
 

HEAD OF DEPARTMENT: 
 

Mr T Lancaster 
Tom.lancaster@oasisshirleypark.org 

 

Studying music will enable you to pursue your personal music ambitions, including access to 

pathways into a whole range of future study/career choices within the music and creative 

industries. Each year, a selection of students continues on to join our 6th form music course before 

carrying on studying music at university or beginning their music career. 

 

Core areas we focus on include: 

 

Performance - technique, fluency, accuracy and expression on your chosen instrument  

Composition – writing your own songs in a range of styles 

Production – learn how to remix music. Our facilities include GarageBand, Logic and Ableton. 

Professional skills – teamwork, cooperation, communication, time management, working safely 

Core knowledge: understanding how music is constructed from a range of cultures and styles – 

including melody, harmony, rhythm, structure, timbre, tonality, structure, instrumentation and 

texture. 

 

Click here for more information: BTEC Music. 

 

https://qualifications.pearson.com/content/dam/pdf/btec-tec-awards/music-practice/2022/specification-and-sample-assessments/btec-tech-award-music-practice-2022-spec.pdf
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OPTIONAL SUBJECT 
GCSE Physical Education: 
The aim of this course is to develop knowledge, 

understanding, skills and values to develop and maintain 

performance in physical activities, develop understanding 

and knowledge of the human body and how it moves, 

and understand the benefits to health, fitness and well-

being.  

 

The skills required for the AQA GCSE PE course require 

strong  practical performance in a range  of different 

individual and team sports, analysis and evaluation skills, 

independent researching skills and the ability to present 

knowledge in a range of formats (PowerPoint, Word etc.).  

 

The topics that we cover are: 

• Applied anatomy and physiology. 

• Movement analysis. 

• Physical training. 

• Use of data. 

• Sport psychology. 

• Social cultural influences. 

• Health, fitness and well-being. 

 

 

Click here for more information: GCSE PE. 

EXAMINATION BOARD: 

AQA 

___________________________ 
 

ASSESSMENT:  

 

Coursework (10%) 

 

Practical Performance (30%) 

 

Paper 1 (30%) 

The Human Body 

 

Paper 2 (30%) 

Socio-Cultural Influences 

___________________________ 
 

HEAD OF DEPARTMENT: 
 

Mr M Adolphe 
Max.adolphe@oasisshirleypark.org 

 

https://cdn.sanity.io/files/p28bar15/green/14396d171a2c2c0ef77c8e12be99afe52f8fdc5f.pdf
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OPTIONAL SUBJECT 
Cambridge National PE: 
Our Cambridge National in Sport Science will encourage 

students to think for themselves about the scientific world of 

sport whilst putting those theories and concepts into practice in 

both theoretical and practical sport situations. 
 

R180:  In this unit you will learn how to prepare participants to 

take part in sport and physical activity in a way which minimises 

the risk of injuries occurring; prepare them to be able to respond 

to common injuries that can occur during sport and physical 

activity and to recognise the symptoms of some common 

medical conditions. 
 

R181: In this unit you will learn how to conduct a range of fitness 

tests, what they test and their advantages and disadvantages. 

You will also learn how to design, plan and evaluate a fitness 

training programme. This will give you the background 

knowledge you need to be able to plan and deliver appropriate 

fitness tests, some of which will be adapted to suit the skills of the 

sporting activity. You will then interpret the data collected from 

fitness tests and learn how best to feed this back so that 

participants can go on to make informed decisions about their 

fitness training. 

 

EXAMINATION BOARD: 

OCR 

___________________________ 
 

ASSESSMENT:  
 

R180 

Reducing the risk of sports 

injuries and dealing with 

common medical conditions. 

 

R181 

Applying the principles of 

training. 

 

Option Unit 1 

___________________________ 
 

HEAD OF DEPARTMENT: 
 

Mr M Adolphe 
Max.adolphe@oasisshirleypark.org 

 

 

R182: In this unit you will learn to understand how both the cardio-respiratory and Musculo-

skeletal systems provide you with the energy and movements needed to keep you exercising 

and in turn how exercise helps develop both systems. 

 

R183: In this unit you will learn to consider the composition of healthy, balanced nutrition. You will 

consider the necessity of certain nutrients and their role in enabling effective performance in 

different sporting activities. The knowledge gained will be used to produce an appropriate, 

effective nutrition plan for a performer. 

 

Click here for more information: Cambridge National in Sport Science.  

https://www.ocr.org.uk/Images/610952-specification-cambridge-nationals-sport-science-j828.pdf
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OPTIONAL SUBJECT 
GCSE Religious Studies: 
This exciting new GCSE option - Religious Studies (RS) – provides 

students with the opportunity to engage with questions of 

belief, value, meaning, purpose, truth and their influence on 

human lives and societies. RS enables students to develop an 

instrumental set of transferable skills, which will be invaluable 

throughout their secondary schooling as well as afterwards. 

These include the skills of critical thinking and self-reflection, as 

well as the ability to construct well-argued, well-informed, 

balanced oral and written arguments. This course builds on the 

foundation of knowledge students acquire throughout KS3 

through larger enquiry questions approached through the 

disciplines of philosophy, theology are social science. These 

include questions about what it means to be human, what faith 

stories tell us about supernatural entities, how we know what we 

know, whether we can convincingly argue that God exists, 

whether there is a purpose to human suffering, and whether 

religion can generate social justice. 

EXAMINATION BOARD: 

Eduqas Route A 

___________________________ 
 

ASSESSMENT:  

 

Component 1 

Religious, Philosophical and 

Ethical Studies in the Modern 

World. 

 

Component 2 

Study of Christianity.  

 

Component 3  

Study of a World Faith: 

Buddhism 

___________________________ 
 

HEAD OF DEPARTMENT: 
 

Ms Z Fazal 
Zahida.fazal@oasisshirleypark.org 

 
Our GCSE course begins with Component 1- an exploration of relationships, life and death, good 

and evil, and human rights viewed through the lenses of Christianity, Judaism, Islam, Hinduism, 

Sikhism, Buddhism as well as through non-religious perspectives. It then moves on to explore the 

study, beliefs, and teachings of Christianity for Component 2, after which it explores the beliefs, 

teachings, and practices of Buddhism for Component 3. Both Components 2 and 3 explore 

common and divergent views within these world faiths, the basis for beliefs, teachings, and 

practices, and the relevant sources of wisdom and authority including scripture and/or sacred 

texts. 
 

Ultimately, this course will equip students with essential academic and personal skills, a well-

rounded view of various religious traditions, and a platform to begin a thorough exploration of 

some of the enduring questions of humanity. 
 

Click here for more information: GCSE RE. 

https://www.eduqas.co.uk/media/wpojjvm0/eduqas-gcse-rs-spec-full-from-2016-e-14-05-2020.pdf
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OPTIONAL SUBJECT 
GCSE Spanish: 
Students studying Spanish GCSE at Shirley Park should 

acquire the key vocabulary and structures to enable them 

to communicate with Spanish-speakers in the real world. 

We want our students to be able to speak spontaneously in 

Spanish and to become confident communicators.  

 

It is our hope that they will be able to use these language 

skills throughout their lives. We also hope that studying 

another language sparks an interest, curiosity and love for 

other cultures. 

Above all, a willingness to make an effort, an acceptance 

that making mistakes are a part of learning and willingness 

to keep trying in spite of the challenges is essential. A good 

language learner will always accept the challenge, roll up 

their sleeves and, most importantly, will enjoy the 

challenge! 

 

Ultimately, in many jobs, languages give students that 

added ‘edge’ to secure their career path. Languages offer 

a wide range of opportunities from using languages in: 

Travel, Tourism and Hospitality (pilot, stewards, travel agent, 

restaurant manager, hotel manager); in Interpreting and 

translating (legal interpreting, medical interpreting,  TV,  

journalism, editing); in National Security (MI5, GCHQ); in law 

and business as well as roles in education and government. 

 

Click here for more information: GCSE Spanish. 

EXAMINATION BOARD: 

AQA 

___________________________ 
 

ASSESSMENT:  
 

Listening Exam (25%) 

 

Reading Exam (25%) 

 

Speaking Exam (25%) 

 

Writing Exam (25%) 

___________________________ 
 

HEAD OF DEPARTMENT: 
 

Ms V Arulappu 
Vanitha.arulappu@oasisshirleypark.

org 

 

https://cdn.sanity.io/files/p28bar15/green/81f9cc99e209a3ca17db34424aab45d77ced4d8d.pdf
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OPTIONAL SUBJECT 
GCSE Triple Science: 
Triple science allows you to study a wider range of exciting topics 

than our core “combined science” course.  Triple science is not 

a harder course, but it will introduce those interested in science 

to a wider range of topics and ideas and provide more 

opportunities to explore the practical and investigative side of 

the subject. Triple science is worth three GCSEs (with separate 

grades for Chemistry, Physics and Biology). Our “combined” 

courses is worth two GCSES. Both triple and combined are 

offered at higher and foundation tier and suitable for most 

students.  
 

The topics only covered for students taking “triple” science as an 

option are below. 
 

Space Physics: We explore how science is discovering more and 

more about the nature of the universe. Learning about our solar 

system, the life cycle of stars and evidence for the expansion of 

the universe. 

EXAMINATION BOARD: 

AQA 

___________________________ 
 

ASSESSMENT:  

 

Students will sit 6 exams – the 

same number as combined 

science students. However, 

each is exam is 30 minutes 

longer. 

 

Students will be awarded 3 

separate science GCSEs. 

___________________________ 
 

HEAD OF DEPARTMENT: 
 

Mr R Owen 
Robert.owen@oasisshirleypark.org 

 

A Deeper Knowledge Of Human Biology: Triple students will dive deeper into the workings of the 

human body studying how our bodies work and our responses to disease in much more 

depth.  Taking triple will give you a more rounded understanding of the science behind the Covid-

19 pandemic and how our bodies fight of infection. 
 

Using Chemistry: Triple scientists will study the chemistry of batteries and how they produce power. 

There is a much more extensive practical offer with more opportunities to develop your skills in the 

lab with an extended range of required and additional practical sessions. 
 

Triple scientists will also study the topics from the combined science course but with additional 

examples in key areas like ecology and chemical change.  With the additional lesson time there is 

more time to explore topics from combined practically and build a deeper appreciation of how 

the "big ideas" of science give us an explanation for much of what we experience - from the 

variety of life to why we can't travel back in time. 
 

Click here for more information: GCSE Combined Science: Trilogy. 

 

 

https://cdn.sanity.io/files/p28bar15/green/0d8783204c71dd54f340ece220707095e49b6dea.pdf
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London CR9 7AL 

 

T: 020 8656 0222 
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