
 

 

 

 

October 2020 

 

 

 

Dear Parents and Carers, 

 

At the start of the new academic year I spoke of a new hope for our school community. The 

hope of us building back up to the thriving Academy we once had and building on the 

success of our online learning over lockdown. Although the threat of Covid-19 still remains at 

large, as an Academy we are very thankful we have managed to remain open throughout the 

first half term and this is in some part reflective of how well our students and staff have 

followed the new Academy arrangements. Our new Year 7s and 12s have had a fantastic 

start to their new phase of education, and Year 11 and 13 students have really outdone 

themselves with the focus and commitment they have shown. 

 

Looking ahead to next half term, parents and carers will be aware in order to remain Covid 

compliant, we must ensure windows and doors remain open at the Academy whilst students 

are in the building. Although we will have the heating on as per usual, we are adjusting our 

uniform policy so that students will be able to wear their coats indoors. It is important 

students have adequate clothing for the winter months including gloves, scarves and hats. I 

would also like to remind parents and carers from next half term students who come to the 

Academy in incorrect PE uniform will be sanctioned. It is important students are in the 

Academy PE uniform.  For Year 11 students only, plain black top and bottoms will be 

accepted if you do not wish to purchase Academy branded PE items for the remainder of 

their final year. Hoodies remain outside of our uniform policy. 

 

I also want to extend my thanks and gratitude to parents and carers.  The challenges 
presented by Covid-19 across the country have made this a difficult half term for some 
schools, however your support and the positive attitude of the students has allowed us to 
have a really successful half term. Although we are likely to face the same challenges next 
half term, I would like to highlight attendance at the Academy is compulsory.  We want to 
support our students to stay on track with their learning, however we can only achieve this 
with your help. Therefore, please refer to the following guidance: 
 
What to do if you or your child gets Covid-19 over half-term? 
Covid-19 exists in our wider community outside of school, and therefore it is important to 
remain aware of how you and your child are, and whether they have symptoms of Covid-19.  
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The most common symptoms of coronavirus (Covid-19) are a recent: 

- new continuous cough and/or 
- high temperature and/or 
- a loss of, or change in, normal sense of taste or smell (anosmia) 

 
If your child or any member of your household develops symptoms of Covid-19, they must 
get a test and remain at home for at least 10 days from when their symptoms first appeared 
until they receive a negative test result. Anyone with symptoms can receive a test by going 
to https://www.nhs.uk/ask-for-a-coronavirus-test or by calling 119. 
 
If your child or any member of your household has symptoms or a confirmed case, all other 
household members who are well must also stay at home and not leave the house for 
14 days. They should not go to work or public areas, and you should ask friends or family for 
their help with shopping or picking up medication. 
 

Public Health England ‘Stay at Home’ Guidance is available here: 
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-stay-at-home-guidance/stay-at-home-
guidance-for-households-with-possible-coronavirus-covid-19-infection 
 
In the event of your child having a positive test for Covid-19 during the half term break, 
please contact the Academy via Jo.gass@oasisshirleypark.org so the Academy can conduct 
relevant contact tracing processes. The Academy can also provide information as to when 
your child can return to the Academy. 
 
What do you do if your child still has Covid-19 or symptoms after half-term? 
After half term finishes if your child has symptoms, is unwell, or it has been confirmed they 
have Covid-19, it is very important you keep them at home. Those children with a confirmed 
case are required to self-isolate at home for 14 days. 
 
If you are in any doubt, please contact the Academy via Jo.gass@oasisshirleypark.org   
before bringing your child to the Academy and we can advise you. 
 
If your child is well and is not required to isolate at home, they are to return to the Academy 
on Monday, 2nd November. 
 
We are doing all we can to keep the Academy open, and all the precautions we are taking 
(class bubbles, social distancing, face coverings and visors, additional handwashing, 
staggered start and finish times etc.) mean we can open safely. 
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We can only continue to stay open however if every family follows this advice and is extra 
vigilant of their child’s health. Please only bring your child to the Academy if they are well, 
have no symptoms and have not tested positive for Covid-19. 
 
I would like to thank you for all your ongoing support and I wish you and your loved ones a 

safe and restful half term. 

 

Yours sincerely, 

 
 

Saqib Chaudhri 

Interim Principal – Secondary phase and Sixth Form 

 


