
 

 

 

 

2nd June, 2020 

 

 

Dear Parents and Carers, 

 

As many of you would have seen over the June half term, there are now Government 

guidelines on the reopening of the Secondary phase of the Academy. As such, I have written 

to Year 10 and Year 12 parents and carers separately on how we intend to safely reopen the 

Academy site for these year groups as the guidelines have stipulated. We will be in contact 

with these families with more precise information within the coming week. 

Unfortunately, for families of Years 7, 8 and 9 this does mean these students are unlikely to 

return to school until the new academic year begins in September. As an Academy, we have 

worked hard to make sure our online learning provision for our students is of a high quality 

and also relates directly to what students would have learnt in the classroom had they still 

been attending as normal. This online learning, as well as GCSE Pod for older year groups, 

will remain in place to ensure our students are still being stretched and challenged at home. I 

am grateful for the hard work, time and effort our teachers have put into the online learning 

in order to make it as successful as it has been and will no doubt continue to be for the 

remainder of the Summer term.  

In the termly newsletter that was issued just ahead of the half term break, I spoke of the 

sadness of missed opportunities for our students, and how we will strive as an Academy to 

ensure we enrich students’ learning both in and out of the classroom as much as we can in 

the year ahead. The loss for our Year 10 students who could not complete their work 

experience is also something I am very mindful of, not just the hard work and preparation of 

staff and students in order to find placements for each student in the year group, also the 

missed ‘wider learning’ opportunity that work related learning presents to young people. I 

would like to thank all the staff, parents and carers who worked so hard to find work 

placements for the students. I wish to reassure you we will do all we can to make sure there 

is a work related learning curriculum in place for our Year 10 students that tries to address 

some of the learning lost as a result of COVID-19.  

Looking ahead to next year, there are also some staffing changes I would like to make you 

aware of. In a normal academic year at Oasis Academy Shirley Park, our Year 7 students 

would head into Year 8 with a new Head of Year and Mrs Stevens, Ms Ottley and Ms Desai 

would be welcoming another cohort of year 7s in September.           …/continued 
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Given the current situation and the degree of change our students in Year 7 have witnessed, 

we believe stability and familiarity will be of the utmost importance in the coming year for our 

younger learners. As such, Mrs Stevens and Ms Desai will continue their work with the 

Year 7 cohort and remain with them into Year 8. Given this change, Mrs Bromwell will 

oversee the new Year 7 group.  As an experienced and dedicated member of staff 

Mrs Bromwell will no doubt make a success of this with the help of Ms Ottley and Mrs Miller. 

Lastly, Ms Mintrim, will oversee the current Year 9s into their final two years as secondary 

students. 

The new Government guidelines on reopening schools also cement the fact that Years 11 

and 13 will not be re-joining us to see out their remaining time with the Academy. Missing out 

on the chance to sit through their formal examinations is no doubt a huge loss for our 

students who were on track to better the excellent results of their peers from 2019. Although 

we must say goodbye in the strangest of ways to our two eldest year groups, once we know 

what the new academic year will look like, we will try our best to give these students a 

chance to have a formal goodbye with their peers and teachers. I would also like to remind 

parents and carers both Ms Mintrim and Mr Walsh are keen to support families with 

decisions around next steps for students in these year groups.  If you are in need of any 

advice or clarity then please do reach out and contact the Academy. 

Lastly, I would like to remind parents and carers that although our Academy site remains 

closed, as a school community we are still keen to support families who most need it. Our 

childcare provision for families of key workers and those who are in particular need of the 

provision is now based at Oasis Academy Arena, this remains open until the end of the 

Summer term. I would also like to remind parents and carers we are continuing to provide 

free school meal vouchers through Edenred.  If your household’s financial situation has 

changed in recent weeks, I would encourage you to contact the Academy office or your 

child’s Head of Year to see if any help or support can be provided through the Academy. 

I wish you all good health and prosperity in the weeks ahead and look forward to seeing you 

again soon. 

Yours sincerely, 

 
Saqib Chaudhri 

Principal, Secondary phase and Sixth Form 

 


