
 

Monday 13th December 2021 

 

Dear Parents and Carers, 

I write to you with some unfortunate updates around arrangements for the remainder of this week. As 

you are all aware, due to additional covid restrictions on a national and local level we had to make the 

difficult decision to delay our Winter Showcase and Macbeth performances until a time where it is 

safe to have an actual audience. Additional to this, due to the isolation rules being clear that any close 

contact of an Omicron positive case had to isolate, as well as anyone with cold/flu like symptoms also 

having to isolate and have a PCR taken. Our staffing capacity has been hugely impacted. As a result 

of this we have asked Years 9, 10 and Year 12 to remain at home and have reviewed this decision 

every 48 hours in the hope that we would have enough capacity for students to return. 

Currently, our staffing capacity remains a concern and as such we have made a decision around two 

key aspects: 

Firstly, all trips and visits in the coming week will now be cancelled. This week we had an exciting 

range of activities for students to be able to celebrate the end of term, including years 7 and 9 going 

to a trampoline park as well as year 8s going to Go Ape. Due to the additional pressure visits put on 

covering staff who will be supervising students on the visits, we have made the difficult decision of 

cancelling these trips and rearranging them to a time later in the academic year. This has been a 

really difficult decision for us but given the current circumstances we feel that there was no other 

option. 

Secondly, in order for families of years 9, 10 and 12 to have some clarity around their own 

arrangements for the week ahead, we have decided that it will not be possible for these year groups 

to return to school for the remainder of this week. This means that students in year 9, 10 and year 12 

will continue online learning until the end of school on Friday and return to school in person in January 

for the start of the Spring Term. All other year groups are to attend school as normal. Again, this 

is the last thing we wished for as a school and this too has been a difficult decision, however, we 

wanted to give families some clarity around their week ahead and our current staffing numbers would 

not allow for any type of return to normality for these two year groups. 

Both these decisions have not been easy ones to make and I am sure that families can understand 

the difficulties we are facing as a school trying to remain open for our students during a global 

pandemic. I know that this may be upsetting to both students and families. I wish to assure you that 

we have done all we possibly can to try and keep our school open and give students as much of a 

normal experience as possible, but the current situation the country finds itself in means that we have 

had to make some difficult decisions to keep our school community safe.  

I would like to thank you for your ongoing support in what has been a very difficult few weeks. 

Sincerely, 

Saqib Chaudhri 
Principal, Secondary phase 

 

 

 

 


