
 

30th April 2021 

 

 

Dear Parents and Carers,  

Changes to Year 8 GCSE options process  

I am writing to you regarding changes to the option process for the current Year 8 students. 

As an Academy we recognise just how much learning has been missed by our students due 

to the national lockdown, although we are very proud of our online learning provision during 

this time. We recognise the challenge to ensure our students catch up and indeed exceed 

expectations around their learning once this epidemic is behind us. 

To ensure students receive both the breadth and depth of the KS3 National Curriculum, we 

will be moving the GCSE options process to Year 9 for the foreseeable future. This will mean 

current year 8 students will be selecting their GCSE options in the summer term of 2022 

when they are in Year 9. This will be the process adopted for all students moving from KS3 

to KS4. We have made this decision for a number of reason which are outlined below: 

 As an Academy we are committed to providing a broad and rich curriculum for all of 

our students. Therefore, this change will allow all students to broaden their 

knowledge and experiences in all subjects by the end of year 9 before selecting their 

GCSE options.  

 Many students have missed a significant proportion of KS3 curriculum coverage due 

to COVID 19, and therefore need more time on this content before they will be GCSE 

ready, so this felt like the right time for change. 

Year 9 will become a foundation year which allows for the KS3 National Curriculum content 

to be covered in more depth, whilst also beginning to introduce some KS4 content to prepare 

students for the options process and the next step in their education. 

Yours sincerely  

 

Miss Desai 
Deputy Principal  


