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Dear Parents and Carers,  

As another school year draws to a close, each passing year gives us all an opportunity to 

reflect on what has been, as well as giving us time to plan for what is to come in the year 

ahead. This passing year has really been like no other for all of us. As a school community 

our staff, students and families have all experienced the difficulties of the lockdown during 

the last four months and I am incredibly proud of the effort we have made as a school to do 

the very best for our students in such difficult circumstances. 

Before the global pandemic swept away our sense of normality, the Academy had already 

achieved so much. Our Year 11 and 13 students had just completed their final round of 

mock examinations in preparation for their formal exams and had shown great promise in 

their efforts. We had planned several residential trips throughout the year for different year 

groups including a music trip to Paris as well as our annual Year 7 residential. Our winter 

showcase had been the crowning moment of a fantastic autumn term which also included 

Croydon’s very own version of Romeo & Juliette performed by students from all year groups 

at the Shoe String Theatre. 

What we must not forget to reflect on in this time however, are those things that never came 

to pass. Not only were efforts of our older years cut short by the lockdown, our Year 10 

students were unable to experience the world of work which is in many ways a rite of 

passage before their final year as secondary school students. As an Academy, it is also 

impossible for us to ignore the learning that has been lost due to the closure of the Academy 

in March. Heads of department have been working hard over the last few months to ensure 

a ‘reset’ of our curriculum so that it enables all our students to make the progress they need 

to in order to not be disadvantaged by the school closure. We are really proud of our 

students’ achievements this year.  In particular we are proud of the way students have 

embraced the changes we have introduced and the engagement in our online lessons has 

been fantastic throughout the lockdown. We hope this will go some way in ensuring our 

students are ready for their catch-up learning in September and we will do all we can to 

ensure our students’ wellbeing and health is as much as a priority as anything else from 

September.  

As with any school year that comes to an end, not only do we say farewell to our Year 13s 

and some of our Year 11 students, we must also say goodbye and thank you to some 

members of staff who are moving on from Shirley Park.            …/continued 
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In English, we say goodbye to Mr Healy and Ms Rose, our sincere thanks go out to both 

these members of staff for their commitment to our students and their passion for their 

subject. Ms Rose has been a long serving member of staff who leaves us after many years 

and I am sure I speak for all our students in thanking her for the years of admirable service 

at the Academy. In Art, we also say goodbye to Mr Calderbank as well as Ms Maddocks, 

both of whom have helped deliver fantastic outcomes for their subject areas over the past 

few years and we wish them both well in their new endeavours. I would also like to express 

my gratitude to Ms Francis, Ms Mcpherson and Mr Akinola for all their efforts over the last 

year and wish them well for the future. 

I am sure families are keen to know our arrangements for the start of the new academic 

year. As an Academy, we are working hard in order to have an update in the coming weeks 

in order to provide some clarity around what September will look like. We are really excited 

about the start of next year and returning to some degree of normality. We are committed to 

achieving what our vision sets out in helping all our students to love learning, care for their 

community and build bright futures. I hope to write again within the coming week with details 

around our arrangements for September and would like to assure you the safety and 

wellbeing of our students and staff will be at the heart of all we do. 

Lastly, I wanted to share with you what an absolute pleasure and honour it has been to be 

the Interim Principal of the Secondary and Sixth Form this year. Although the global 

pandemic has meant the latter half of this year has been fraught with difficulties, the values 

of our Academy have shone through in this difficult time and I am proud of the support we 

were able to provide for our students, families and staff in such challenging circumstances.  

I hope the summer holidays give you all an opportunity to unwind and spend some much 

needed time outdoors in a safe and meaningful way. I wish you all health and prosperity in 

the weeks ahead and I look forward to writing to you with details of our plans for September 

shortly. 

Yours sincerely, 

 
Saqib Chaudhri 

Principal, Secondary phase and Sixth Form 

 


