
 

 
Reception and Nursery Intake September 2022  
– book your tour on our open morning website. 
https://www.oasisacademyshirleypark.org/admissions/primary-open-mornings 

 
 
 
Dear parents, 
 
I hope you are well, and that you have had a pleasant week. 
 
Message from Croydon LA: All children eligible for free school meals (not UIFSM) will 
receive a £15 supermarket voucher for the October half term break. This will be via email as 
it has been previously. If you have any queries/issues please contact Mr Sylvester in the first 
instance on primaryadmin@oasisshirleypark.org. if you think your child may be eligible for 
FSM please complete the application here - https://www.cloudforedu.org.uk/ofsm/link2ict  
 
Last week, I told you about our RESPECT agenda for this year – our school priorities. Our 
first priority, the R, is to Raise Attendance. Our attendance at this point is 92.78% which is 
below where we should be (96%) and below the current national average. We are aiming for 
Outstanding across the primary phase, but our attendance is a real limiting factor. Out of 
the 7.22% of absence, 55% of this absence is unauthorised, i.e. children are absent from 
school for reasons that are not allowed. As parents, we have a duty of care to uphold our 
children’s right to education and this includes ensuring they attend school unless there is a 
valid reason, i.e. one that by law we can authorise.  
 
We have also noticed that attainment and progress is lower among our children whose 
attendance or punctuality is not good enough. This is because low attendance and late 
arrival knocks onto everything that should contribute to success:  
 

• Knowing the routines and how things work at school (familiarity brings safety and security so 
you are ready to learn – we often recap the routines first thing, so if you are late you will 
miss it) 

• Building great relationships with friends and staff (you can’t build if you are not here -first 
thing is when we have welcome time, chance to talk to school staff about things, so if you 
are late you will miss it) 

• High quality teaching based on the latest pedagogical research (it doesn’t matter how great 
the teaching is if you are not here) 

• Revisiting key learning and concepts day to day, week to week, year to year, phase to phase 
until things stick (you can’t revisit if you are not here, and if you do revisit if you were not 
here for the first ‘visit’ it will be harder) 
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• Family showing the value of education by ensuring children come to school (if children see 
their parents not worrying about them coming into school, then children will start to believe 
that education is not important). This link is a really powerful, and moving, and shocking, 
animation about the importance of reading. It is a little dated but the main message is still 
just as compelling about the power of reading. 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2hDkWsnHkbQ 
 

Absence and lateness also has a school-wide impact as school staff then have to allocate 
time to ‘catch up’ with the children who have been absent, taking time away from the other 
children. Of course, if the absence is authorised, then this is part of our role and something 
we must do and plan for, but when absence is for unauthorised reasons, it is not fair on the 
other children.  
 
So please, try your hardest to get your children to school. If there are any barriers, please 
talk to your child’s class teacher via class dojo or the year group email, or our welfare team 
– see the school website for contact details. We are here to help, and want to help.  
 
Next week, I will cover our second priority: our Equality Agenda. 
 
We hope you have a lovely weekend.  
 
Mrs Botley 
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