
Spring Term 2, Week 1  
Habit of the term: Patient  
 
Dear families,   
 
It has simply been a joy to see the children’s fabulous learning this week! In maths the 
children continued their work on decimal numbers by learning decimal number bonds to 
one decimal place. They also learned about decimal place value to two places (tenths and 
hundredths) by putting the decimals into the correct order.  
 

In English, the children began two new books. In their writing lessons, they have begun to 
read Varjak Paw by S.F Said, an award winning tale about a kitten within family of 
Mesopotamian Blue cats. They have also been learning about prepositions in grammar and 
have been using these in their writing. It has been wonderful to read the descriptions of a 
setting that the children have written from the point of view of the kitten Varjak, who had 
never been outside before.  
 
Additionally, in our reading lessons, the children have also began to read The BFG by Roald 
Dahl. The children have begun to learn the acronym “VIPERS” to help them become even 
better readers – it stands for Vocabulary, Infer, Predict, Explain, Retrieve and Sequence or 
Summarise.  

As part of our drive to maintain, promote and engage pupil interest in reading, the school 
will be celebrating World Book Day on Thursday 3rd March!  On this special day, your 
child can come to school dressed as a favourite character from any book. 

This year is really special for the charity, as it is celebrating its 25th anniversary. To mark 
this occasion, the children will be participating in lots of exciting activities over the next 
few weeks including sharing their own favourite book and creating stories based on one of 
the Ernest Hemmingway’s  short stories. 
 

 

Other Notices:  
Country of the Half Term: Our country of the half term is Nigeria. Do spend some time with 
your child learning all about this wonderful country and please encourage your child to bring 
in a picture of anything Nigerian that you have explored together! 
 
No Toys: Please note that the children are not allowed to bring toys, stationary (pens, 
highlighters, etc), fidgets or any cards into school as we find these a distraction and often a 
cause or disagreements when things get lost or broken.  
 
Water Bottles: Please ensure that your child brings a plastic water bottle into school every 
day. Hydrated children make better learners. We do not accept glass water bottles in school 
for safety reasons in case they break.  
  
Contact: If you have any questions for the Year 4 teachers, please email the link below and 
someone will get back to you as soon as possible. SPA.Year4-STF@oasisshirleypark.org. You 
can also contact us via Class Dojo.   
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iPads: Please make sure that your child’s iPad is brought into school every day and that it is 
fully charged so that they can access all their learning.  
  
Nut Free School: We would like to remind you that we are a nut free school due to the 
number of children who have nut allergies. Please could you ensure that your child’s packed 
lunch does not have any food that may contain nuts, for example Nutella, so that we can 
keep all our children safe.   
  
Reporting Absences – If your child is unwell and will be absent from school, please email the 
attendance email address: primaryattendance@oasisshirleypark.org  
 

Remember to stay safe and look after yourselves.   
Have a great half term!  
The Year 4 Team   
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