
Dear parents and families,  

Wow! What a busy week in school, from Young Voices, to sporting competitions, to a live Reception – Year 6 Question and Answer session 

with our lighthouse, Davina Brown, which classes joined over Teams. And that is before we even get to normal lessons and how much the 

children have learned. The questions posed from each class to Davina were really insightful, and Davina’s responses were inspiring. Thank 

you to all the children with their amazing questions, and to Davina for her time and sharing her experiences, ideas and hopes with us.  

You will have heard in the news about strike action in the education sector over the coming months. I am waiting for Oasis and 

Union guidance on this, before I can plan exactly what is happening. I think to be on the safe side, you should plan that school 

may be closed or partially closed on strike days. I hope to give you more information early next week. What I do know for sure 

is that schools budgets are stretched, we have fewer staff members per child than we did before and with higher and higher 

standards to meet. We all want the best for the children we work with.  

And finally, remember to sign up for our PTA Quiz on Friday – which team will win?  

Mrs B 

Parents’ Evening 

Tuesday 7th February and Wednesday 8th February. Book your appointments now! 
 

  
 
 

BAG 2 SCHOOL 
 

 
 
 

 

LOVE LEARNING 

CARE FOR THE COMMUNITY 

BUILD BRIGHT FUTURES 

Message from Mrs Botley  



 

EDI (Equality, Diversity, and Inclusion) 
 
In October we made a public declaration against inequality and stood united with Croydon by adopting the following pledges.  

George Floyd Race Matters Pledge 
As an organisation we commit to:  

• Stating that we are an anti-racist organisation 

• Committing to zero tolerance of racism from employees, residents, customers, and service users by challenging racist behaviour 

or stereotypes expressed by individuals 

• Developing cultural awareness by learning more about African/African Caribbean and African other history and cultural practices 

to develop understanding of staff and customers through podcasts, videos, documentaries and by attending events 

Equalities Pledge  
As an organisation we commit to: 

• Ensuring that there is mandatory training for all staff at all levels in equality, diversity and inclusion every two years, attendance 

is monitored, and 100% targets set with staff and managers held to account 

• Ensuring a zero-tolerance approach to all forms of discrimination, harassment, and bullying, publicising the staff code of 

conduct, providing staff with information on what it is and encouraging people to safely challenge this where it occurs ensuring 

that people are not treated less favourably for doing so 

• Using anonymous recruitment processes which don’t reveal details of race, age, gender, disability, or socio-economic status. 

Upcoming – LGBTQ+ History month is February, and we will be celebrating it. It first took place in 2005 and was initiated to raise 
awareness of, and combat prejudice against LGBT people and history. 

 
Why we are teaching about the LGBTQ community at OASP?  

Firstly, like any great education about historical achievements made by certain groups of people or the rights of different 
groups in society, teaching children about the LGBTQ community and the difficulties they have faced (and often still do face) 
can go a long way towards shaping responsible citizens for the future.  

Secondly, when children are taught about the Equality Act 2010 and the protected characteristics, they can begin to explore 
why certain communities or groups of people might need to be protected. They can then explore the following:  Injustices, 
inequality , different types of bullying and crime related to certain groups in society.  Skills of empathy and understanding the 
impact of our behaviour on others are integral parts of developing children's emotional intelligence. 

Thirdly, part of the curriculum has always been  to teach child to embrace and respect differences between them, their families 
and others. We will continue this into LGBTQ month as we explore age appropriate stories that represent different family 
structures. 
 
Fourthly, schools must promote British Values. These include individual liberty and mutual tolerance of and respect for those 
with different faiths and beliefs. These core values, alongside kindness and acceptance need to be taught throughout primary 
education, starting early. Our Oasis habits already form the foundations of this.  
Finally and perhaps most importantly, the reason we need to teach children about the LGBTQ community is that many children 
in our school will have friends and relatives who identify as LGBTQ. In addition, some children we teach identity as LGBTQ. 
Oasis Academy Shirley Park is about inclusion - no child or family should ever feel that they are not recognised and valued as 
a part of the school community. 

 



 

 
 

 

 

 

We are launching our Oasis Baby and Toddler Club, 
called Little Conkers, every Wednesday. This will be at 
the Lower School in the main hall. Please bring your 
babies and toddlers along for a session of playing, 
learning and fun.  
 
The club will start on Wednesday 25th January 9-10.15 
am.  
 
For more information, please see flyer or come and see 
Miss Charles.  
Thank you  
 

School Attendance - Punctuality 

We encourage our children to strive for excellence. For a child to reach their full educational achievement, a high level of attendance is 

essential. This means that your child must be in class by 8.50 am. Many children are arriving at the gate at 8.50. This means that they 

are late. 

When your child is late it disrupts the teacher teaching and means that your child must catch up on what they have missed. 

Please make the start to the school day prompt 

Please remember to report your child’s absence, you can email primaryadmin@oasisshirleypark.org.  Our phone lines can be 

very busy between 7:30-9:00am each morning and we apologise in advance if we miss your calls. 

 

Uniform Shop News:  

 
 

 

We are happy to announce that our uniform shop will be open on the following dates. Please 
remember that you do not have to wait until these dates/times.  If you would like to have a look 
or you are in need of something, please email primaryadmin@oasisshirleypark.org with your 
requirements and one of the admin team will be in touch.  
 
Friday 3rd March 2023 – 2.30 – 3.30pm 
Friday 12th May 2023 – 2.30 – 3.30pm 
Friday 30th June 2023 – 2.30 – 3.30pm 

 

 

mailto:primaryadmin@oasisshirleypark.org
mailto:primaryadmin@oasisshirleypark.org


 
 

• 24th January is International Day of Education, in celebration of the role of education for bringing global peace and sustainable 

development.   

• 27th January is Holocaust Memorial Day. 

• National Story Telling Week begins on the 30th January. 

 
 

 

Nursery News 
Dear Parents,   

Next week, we shall be reading the story Goldilocks and the Three Bears. We will introduce 

the story by showing the children an empty porridge bowl and asking the children, ‘I wonder 

who’s been eating my porridge?’ During carpet sessions the children will explore the story, 

thinking about whether Goldilocks should have gone into the house, and how the bears felt. 

During the week, the children will have the opportunity to make their own porridge. 

In maths, we will continue singing our number songs and introduce how to use our number 
fans.   
How you can help at home:   

• Point out numbers that are in our environment for example, on packaging, buses, 

road signs, door numbers and so on. 

• When preparing breakfast, lunch, or dinner, ask your child to lay four forks on the 

table, how many peas on their plate? And if they have eaten two peas how many are 

left? 

Practicing counting and talking about numbers everyday helps to build your child’s confidence 
and knowledge. 
On Phonic Monday, children will continue with singing our alphabet rap and playing sound 
discrimination games. We will also continue to work on fine motor skills as well as name 
writing. 

Letter Sounds of the Week: ‘o’. 

Please practice saying this sound and the sounds that we have previously learnt ‘s, a, t, p, i, n, 
m’ including their initial letter sound in your child’s name, at home. We shall be introducing 
simple CVC words to challenge children’s phonic knowledge 

Key dates:       
Friday 27th January: PTA Quiz Night at the Middle School  
Wednesday 1st February: LGBTQA+ Month begins 
Tuesday 7th February: Parents Evening 3.30-6.30 
Wednesday 8th February: Parents Evening 3.30-6.30 
Friday 10th February: Last day of term 
Monday 20th February: School Reopens to all students 
Friday 24th March: Quiz Night at the Middle School  
Friday 31st March: Last Day of term 

https://oasiscommunitylearning.us11.list-manage.com/track/click?u=5735db6df7a210153127b4e98&id=60438b1a75&e=fa83442b18


Monday 17th April: School Reopens to all students 
Saturday 20th May: Spring Fair – Middle School  
Tuesday 20th June – PTA AGM – 3.30 at the Middle School   
 

If you need to contact the Nursery, please message us on Class Dojo or via email, by using this email address spa.nursery-
stf@oasisshirleypark.org  
  
Have a wonderful weekend.   
Kindest regards,  

The Nursery Team   
 

 

 
Houses: 
Apple: Firecrest  
Cherry: Hummingbird  
Pear: Skylark  

 
If you need to contact the reception team, 
you can do so by sending your child’s class 
teacher a message on ClassDojo or 
emailing us at- SPA.Reception-
STF@oasisshirleypark.org   
Have a lovely weekend! 

Reception News 
We have had a brilliant week in Reception, the children continue to all work hard to show 
their habit of patience. In literacy next week we will be focussing on people who help us. We 
will be looking closely at firefighters, reading the story ‘Firefighter’ and discussing how they 
help us. In maths we will be focussing on number bonds to 10. In topic we will be listening to 
music, thinking about rhythm, pitch, and tone. We will also be having a go at making music 
with our bodies! 
 
Key dates:      
Friday 27th January: PTA Quiz Night at the Middle School  
Wednesday 1st February: LGBTQA+ Month begins 
Tuesday 7th February: Parents Evening 3.30-6.30 
Wednesday 8th February: Parents Evening 3.30-6.30 
Friday 10th February: Last day of term 
Monday 20th February: School Reopens to all students 
Friday 24th March: Quiz Night at the Middle School  
Friday 31st March: Last Day of term 
Monday 17th April: School Reopens to all students 
Saturday 20th May: Spring Fair – Middle School 
Tuesday 20th June – PTA AGM – 3.30 at the Middle School  
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Year 1 News 
We have had another brilliant week in Year 1; the children have been working really hard to 
write their own stories.  
Next week, we will be finishing and editing our completed stories based on the book ‘George 
and the Dragon’ by Chris Wormell. We will then introduce our new text ‘The Queen’s Hat’ by 
Steve Antony. 
In maths, we will be beginning our new block on place value within 50. In science, we will 
learn about how and when space was discovered, naming some famous astronauts. In 
geography, we will be learning how to make a plan including basic symbols. In history, we 
will learn about the special rules that Kings and Queens have to follow.  
In DT, we will be creating a structured, free-standing bridge. Please remember if you have 

any recycling (kitchen roll tubes, toilet roll tubes, plastic bottles, cardboard boxes, cereal 

boxes etc) to bring them in by Thursday 26th January.  

Key Dates:    
Friday 27th January: PTA Quiz Night at the Middle School  
Wednesday 1st February: LGBTQA+ Month begins 
Tuesday 7th February: Parents Evening 3.30-6.30 
Wednesday 8th February: Parents Evening 3.30-6.30 
Friday 10th February: Last day of term 
Monday 20th February: School Reopens to all students 
Friday 24th March: Quiz Night at the Middle School  
Friday 31st March: Last Day of term 
Monday 17th April: School Reopens to all students 
Saturday 20th May: Spring Fair – Middle School  
Tuesday 20th June – PTA AGM – 3.30 at the Middle School   
 
Have a lovely Weekend, 
Year 1 Team 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Year 2 News 

We have had another brilliant week in Year 2, working hard to show all of our Oasis habits and showing 
off our amazing new learning skills. In English, we will be writing effective sentences about a character 
who loses something. In maths, pupils will be further enhancing their multiplication and division skills. 
This week in geography we will be drawing a map of our school grounds including basic key map 
symbols and scale. In history, the children will begin acknowledging similarities and differences 
between the toys and games that children played in the Victorian era and modern day.  In science we 
will be learning about how some materials can change shape.  

We would personally like to thank everyone for their continuous support.  

Key Dates:    
Friday 27th January: PTA Quiz Night at the Middle School  
Wednesday 1st February: LGBTQA+ Month begins 
Tuesday 7th February: Parents Evening 3.30-6.30 
Wednesday 8th February: Parents Evening 3.30-6.30 
Friday 10th February: Last day of term 
Monday 20th February: School Reopens to all students 
Friday 24th March: Quiz Night at the Middle School  
Friday 31st March: Last Day of term 
Monday 17th April: School Reopens to all students 
Saturday 20th May: Spring Fair – Middle School  
Tuesday 20th June: – PTA AGM – 3.30 at the Middle School   
 
Have a lovely weekend 
Kind regards, The Year 2 team. 



 
 
  

 

Year 3 News 
It’s been another lovely week in Year 3. The children enjoyed learning about the food that 
people in the Stone, Bronze and Iron Age ate, before creating their own prehistoric menu! 
They also had fun learning how to weave in their DT lesson. We would like to take this 
opportunity to remind you that the permission slip for the Horniman Museum trip is due 
back on 27th January. Thank you to the families who have already returned theirs.  
Next week, in our writing sessions, we will be planning and writing our own narrative based 
on the story ‘Leon and the place Between’. In maths, we will be beginning our new topic on 
money, and in science, we will be learning about James Watson and Francis Crick who 
discovered the double helix. In history, we will be comparing the dwellings that were lived in 
by the Stone, Bronze and Iron Age people, and in DT, we will be designing the weave that we 
would like to make.  
 

Key Dates:    
Friday 27th January: PTA Quiz Night at the Middle School  
Wednesday 1st February: LGBTQA+ Month begins 
Monday 6th February: Horniman Museum – Hawthorn 
Tuesday 7th February: Horniman Museum – Pine 
Tuesday 7th February: Parents Evening 3.30-6.30 
Wednesday 8th February: Horniman Museum – Chestnut 
Wednesday 8th February: Parents Evening 3.30-6.30 
Friday 10th February: Horniman Museum – Birch  
Friday 10th February: Last day of term 
Monday 20th February: School Reopens to all students 
Friday 24th March: Quiz Night at the Middle School  
Friday 31st March: Last Day of term 
Monday 17th April: School Reopens to all students 
Saturday 20th May: Spring Fair – Middle School  
Tuesday 20th June – PTA AGM – 3.30 at the Middle School   
  
Have a lovely weekend!  
The Year 3 Team  

 
 

 

 

Year 4 News 
Dear Parents/Carers,  
 
It’s been another great week for Year 4. Next week we will begin our trips to Iskcon Temple in South Norwood, where 
the children will learn more about Hinduism. Please see the dates below for each class. Please remember that 
swimming has started, and you must ensure that your child has the correct swimming kit (Appropriate swimwear, Flip 
Flops or Slippers, Towel and or a Bathrobe, Hair ties for long hair, Goggles and head caps are optional). 
 
PE days 
Laurel: Monday (swimming), Wednesday (indoor) 
Rowan: Tuesday (swimming), Thursday (indoor) 
Cypress: Wednesday (swimming), Monday (indoor) 
  
Please remember that the PE kit expectations are as follows. A plain white t-shirt (with or without logo) for PE, black 
plain shorts / joggers, and their usual school jumper /cardigan and coat, trainers.      
Contact:  
If you need to contact the year 4 team, please message us on Class Dojo or via email, by using this email address 
spa.year4-stf@oasisshirleypark.org  
  

Key dates:     
Wednesday 18th January: Swimming starts!   
Wednesday 25th January: Temple Visit - Rowan 
Friday 27th January: PTA Quiz Night at the Middle School  
Wednesday 1st February: Temple Visit - Cypress 
Wednesday 1st February: LGBTQA+ Month begins 
Tuesday 7th February: Parents Evening 3.30-6.30 
Wednesday 8th February: Temple Visit - Laurel 
Wednesday 8th February: Parents Evening 3.30-6.30 
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Friday 10th February: Last day of term 
Monday 20th February: School Reopens to all students 
 
Friday 24th March: Quiz Night at the Middle School  
Friday 31st March: Last Day of term 
Monday 17th April: School Reopens to all students 
Saturday 20th May: Spring Fair – Middle School  
Tuesday 20th June: – PTA AGM – 3.30 at the Middle School   
 
Have a great weekend!  
Best wishes  
The Year 4 Team  

             

Year 5 News 

Dear Families, 
We hope you have had a lovely week. A massive ‘Well Done’ to everyone who participated in 
Young Voices on Monday, it was a great experience and a huge ‘Thank You’ to our 
volunteers that attended to. In our learning, we will be continuing to learn about the Vikings 
and Saxons in History, whilst reading ‘Viking Boy’ and working on writing a historic tale. In 
Maths, we are working on division and will be moving on to Fractions. 
Swimming lessons: Maple Monday, Alder & Hazel Tuesday and Lilac on Wednesday this 
term till Easter. 
PE Dates: Maple Monday and Wednesdays, Lilac Monday and Wednesdays, Alder Tuesday 
and Thursdays, Hazel Tuesdays and Thursdays. 
 
Key dates:    
Friday 20th January: Swimming starts!   
Friday 27th January: Quiz Night at the Middle School  
Wednesday 1st February: LGBTQA+ Month begins 
Tuesday 7th February: Parents Evening 3.30-6.30 
Wednesday 8th February: Parents Evening 3.30-6.30 
Friday 10th February: Last day of term 
Monday 20th February: School Reopens to all students 
Friday 24th March: Quiz Night at the Middle School  
Friday 31st March: Homework Passports Due 
Friday 31st March: Last Day of term 
Monday 17th April: School Reopens to all students 
Saturday 20th May: Spring Fair – Middle School  
Tuesday 20th June: PTA AGM – 3.30 at the Middle School   
 
 

If you need to contact Year 5, please message us on Class Dojo or via email, by using this 
email address spa.year5-stf@oasisshirleypark.org 

 
Best Wishes, 
The Year 5 Team 

 
 
 
 

 
 

Year 6 News 
So far this half term, year 6 have been working incredibly hard and we are so impressed. We 
have all enjoyed exploring our class book Rose Blanche which links directly to our history 
topic of World War II. Next week, we will hopefully be having our first set of swimming 
lessons. The pool is being heated to the correct temperature so no matter how cold it is, 
swimming will go ahead. Additionally, next week we will be working through some previous 
SATs papers and showing off the amazing progress that has been made so far. In DT, we will 
be planning and designing our motorised cars. In history, we will be learning about the 
Holocaust. Our outdoor PE lesson will be made up by our swimming lessons and during 
indoor PE we will be focussing on gymnastics.  
Redwood will have swimming on Monday, Oak will have swimming on Tuesday, Beech will 
have swimming on Wednesday and Acer will have swimming on Thursday.  
PE days:  
Beech & Redwood: Monday and Wednesday  
Acer & Oak: Tuesday and Thursday  
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Please remember that the PE kit expectations are as follows. A plain white t-shirt (with or 
without logo) for PE, black plain shorts / joggers, and their usual school jumper /cardigan 
and coat, trainers.  
 
Key Dates:      
Friday 20th January: Swimming starts!   
Friday 27th January: Quiz Night at the Middle School  
Wednesday 1st February: LGBTQA+ Month begins 
Tuesday 7th February: Parents Evening 3.30-6.30 
Wednesday 8th February: Parents Evening 3.30-6.30 
Friday 10th February: Last day of term 
Monday 20th February: School Reopens to all students  
Friday 24th March: Quiz Night at the Middle School  
Friday 31st March: Last Day of term 
Monday 17th April: School Reopens to all students 
Saturday 20th May: Spring Fair – Middle School 
Tuesday 20th June – PTA AGM – 3.30 at the Middle School   
 
If you need to contact Year 6, please message us on Class Dojo or via email, by using this 
email address spa.year6-stf@oasisshirleypark.org 

 

Thank you for your continued support. 
We hope you all have a lovely weekend.  

 

The Orchard News 
This week in shared reading, children enjoyed the book Dragon Stew by Steve Smallman. The children 
explored the story of Viking characters looking for an adventure by going on a dragon hunt.  They listened 
to the story, sequenced pictures and retold/recounted information and facts, describing both characters 
and setting.  
In history, we have continued learning about kings and queens, looking at several in more detail and why 
they are particularly remembered.  
Next week, The Orchard will read The Queen’s Hat by Steve Antony. In maths, we will continue to work 
on addition, subtraction and place value. In science, we will be learning more about space, in particular 
the Solar System and the 8 planets that revolve around the sun and a few of their characteristics.  In PSHE, 
we have been looking at how we can keep safe around the home.  

 
Habits: Patient 
Topic: Heritage and Culture 
PE: All groups in The Orchard will now take their PE lesson together on TUESDAY morning.  
Swimming lessons will be every Friday this term till Easter and will begin on the 20th January  
 

PE: All groups in The Orchard: PE lesson on TUESDAY morning and Swimming lesson on FRIDAY afternoon. 
 
Children will need to bring:  Appropriate swimwear, flip flops or slippers, towel and or a bathrobe, hair ties for long hair, goggles 
and head caps are optional. 
 
Key dates:    
Friday 20th January: Swimming starts! 
Friday 27th January: PTA Quiz Night at the Middle School  
Wednesday 1st February: LGBTQA+ Month begins 
Tuesday 7th February: Parents Evening 3.30-6.30 
Wednesday 8th February: Parents Evening 3.30-6.30 
Friday 10th February: Last day of term 
Monday 20th February: School Reopens to all students 
Friday 24th March: Quiz Night at the Middle School  
Friday 31st March: Last Day of term 
Monday 17th April: School Reopens to all students 
Saturday 20th May: Spring Fair – Middle School  
Tuesday 20th June: PTA AGM – 3.30 at the Middle School   
Should you need to contact us you can contact the Inclusion Team by email through  
SPA.Inclusion.STF@oasisshirleypark.org  
 
Best Wishes 
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The Orchard Team 
 
Well done for getting to the end of our newsletter! Until next week …  

 

 


