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Attendance Matters

Each student has a minimum attendance target of 95%
so they have the best chance of achieving academically.
The information below shows how attendance can affect
your child’s quality of learning across one academic year.

100% 0 absences  0 lessons missed 

99% 1 day absent 6 lessons missed 

98% 3 days absent 18 lessons missed 

97% 1 week absent 30 lessons missed 

96% 1.5 weeks absent 45 lessons missed 

94% 2 weeks absent 60 lessons missed 

93% 2.5 weeks absent 75 lessons missed 

92% 3 weeks absent 90 lessons missed 

90% 3.5 weeks absent 105 lessons missed 

Below 
90% 

The Government classes Young People in this group as 
“Persistent Absentees”. Parents of young people in this 
group also face the possibility of legal action being taken by 
the Local Authority.  

 

Whole 
Academy 

attendance so 
far this 

academic year 
so far is: 

Year 
Group

National 
Average

Current 
Attendance

7

94.6%

8

9

10

11

12

13

Our Habit for Spring 1 is Kindness
Kindness is the quality of being friendly, generous and 
considerate.

Message from the Principal

As another year draws to a close it is important for us to use the 
Christmas holidays as a time to spend with loved ones and 
reflect on the time that has passed. Oasis Academy Shirley Park 
has had another fantastic year – our students have continued to 
achieve excellent academic standards across the year groups 
and many have produced entertaining performances in music, 
dance and drama and excelled on the sporting field. While 
these achievements are laudable, the real test of a successful 
school is the development of its students to become well-
rounded and grounded people who show compassion and 
empathy for those around them. To this end, our values are at 
the heart of our community and I am pleased to say I have 
witnessed this in our students on countless occasions 
throughout the calendar year.
As a school we strive to be a caring community with a group of 
very talented teachers and staff who set high standards and 
expectations for our children. We are inclusive and celebrate 
the diversity and uniqueness of everyone within the Academy. 
We care about our young people, with our first priority always 
being to make sure they are happy and safe so they are able to 
learn. Walt Disney once said ‘You can dream, create, design and 
build the most wonderful ideas in the world, but it requires 
people to make the dream a reality’. This is certainly the case as 
a Principal. The reality is the learning experiences and projects 
that have taken place this year could not have happened 
without a great deal of commitment and support from the staff, 
parents and students. I am proud of all our students and staff 
have accomplished over the past year and I am proud to be 
leading a school in my hometown.
Merry Christmas to all and I wish you all a safe, happy and 
prosperous New Year.
Saqib Chaudhri

Message from the Head Prefects

The Sixth Form has had a wonderful start to the year.  We are 
fully committed to trying our best and achieving exceptional 
grades at the end of the year. Over the past few weeks, most of 
the year 13s have already sent off UCAS applications. Thanks to 
the wonderful work of Ms Savage, who has gone above and 
beyond to help the year 13s with their future prospects, we are 
looking to get everyone aspirational offers from universities. 
Additionally, during the course of the term there have been 
multiple educational trips, including Skills London Excel and an 
exclusive Girl Up conference, to encourage all our students to 
take an active role in their learning and prosper in the 
opportunities that are available to them. We have also had a 
successful start with the Student Leadership team in the launch 
of a recycling campaign and fundraising for our library, to 
further benefit our community and improve the Academy 
environment. We look forward to improving the lives of all in 
our collective and are aiming to exceed our ALPS TOP 10% 
score. 
Zybia and O’Neil

If your child’s attendance is below 95%, we may ask you to
provide medical evidence to authorise any further
absences.

At the end of every term, we celebrate and reward
students who have 100% attendance. This half term, we
have also celebrated students who have made
improvements to their attendance by inviting them on a
reward trip, Tenpin Bowling. We will continue to reward
students with high attendance and those with improving
attendance in the Spring term.

If you need any support with attendance, please contact
Mrs Thomas (Attendance Officer), Miss Elmes (Assistant
Principal, Attendance) or your child’s Head of Year.



Upcoming events for Spring 1
Week beginning: January 6th

• Monday, 6th - Students return to Academy (normal start)
• Monday, 6th - Friday 10th Academy exams Year 12/ 13 

(PC2) for 2 weeks
• Thursday, 9th  Year 9 Parents’ Evening 5.30pm to 7pm

Week beginning: January 13th

• Thursday, 16th - Year 10 Parents’ Evening 5.30pm to 7pm

Week beginning: January 20th

Week beginning: January 27th

• Monday, 27th - Friday 31st Academy exams Year 11 (PC3) 
for 1 week in classes

• Wednesday, 29th - Trip Lion Witch & Wardrobe - Bridge 
Theatre 6.30pm for select students

• Thursday, 30th - Yr 12/13 Parents’ Evening 5.30pm to 7pm

Week beginning: February 3rd

• Wednesday, 5th - Year 8 Parents’ Evening 5.30pm to 7pm

Week beginning: February 10th

• Monday, 10th - Friday 14th Academy exams Year 12/13 
(PC3) for 1 week

• Friday, 14th - End of Spring term 1

• Monday, 17th to 21st Half-Term 

Week beginning: February 24th

• Academy returns Monday, 24th February

Please note all key dates are in the student planner

If Parents/Carers have yet to set up their child's ParentPay 
account, can we encourage you to do so soon as payments 
for dinners and trips can only be fulfilled via this route. 

The machines to place coins and notes have now been 
withdrawn. There is one unit remaining outside Café O, 
purely for students to check the balance of their own 
account, to save any time being lost at the till points.

If you require your ParentPay account details, please contact 
the main Academy office for login detail.

To support you monitor funds within your child’s account, set 
a ParentPay account alert to prompt you when your child’s 
dinner money has depleted  To set an alert, please click on 
the Communication tab.

This will alert you using a text and/or email, selected at time 
of setting alert.

Thank you 
Academy Office Team

OASP Sixth Form News

We have been awarded a certificate
for our Sixth Form A Level performance.

Our 3 year average puts us in the top
10% of Sixth Forms in the whole country.

We also have Tereza in year 13 who has had an interview at 
Churchill college, Cambridge for Architecture. Tereza finds 
out on the 15th January the outcome of her application.

UCAS applications are nearly all sent and we already have 72 
offers from universities for our year 13 students from a range 
of excellent universities including: Manchester, Nottingham, 
Bristol, King’s College, Liverpool, Birmingham and 
Southampton.

Year 12 Mentors and Experiences
We have had a superb start to the year with nearly 40% of 
the year 12s either on a mentor programme or applying to 
one. These programmes include Social Mobility Foundation, 
Allen & Overy and Engineering Education Scheme. We have 
over 30 students involved in the Proctor and Gamble project, 
where we will compete with another school in order to 
market a new toothpaste.

Work Experience:
Forms for parental consent for work experience for the first
2 weeks of June have been sent out. Work experience is a 
vital part of our curriculum and will make a huge difference 
for their personal statements or applications for 
apprenticeships in year 13. Please help support your child in 
their applications for work experience programmes.

During year 10, students are required to take part in a two 
week work experience placement. Work experience 
placements assist students in their transition from school to 
the world of work.  Work experience is all about developing 
transferable skills such as understanding how organisations 
work, or bringing a job they are interested in to life. It also 
provides students with an opportunity to help make informed 
decisions by exploring potential careers.
This is such an exciting time for students as past years have 
shown a dramatic change in focus when students return 
following their two week placement, with heads held high 
and successful stories! A particular highlight were the
8 students who attended the Houses of Parliament this year. 
The students impressed the staff members so much that their 
achievements were celebrated in the Houses of Parliament 
magazine, along with a fantastic photograph alongside
Sarah Jones, Croydon MP.
The deadline is fast approaching so please can all remaining 
work experience forms be handed in to Miss Elmes ASAP.

1st – 12th June 2020 Yr 10 Work Experience Parent Pay



Uniform Expectations Reminder

Mock Elections at OASP

Jamie’s Farm

With the current winter weather, students will be wearing their 
coats to and from the Academy. Please remind your child that coats 
are not to be worn in the Academy building, and must be taken off 
before entering the building. 

We also have a no hoody policy, as outlined in previous 
communications. 

The Academy blazer is a 
compulsory part of the 
Academy uniform that 
should be worn at all 
times. 
Only Academy jumpers 
should be worn under the 
blazer.

Trainers (even if they are black) should only be worn out in the 
playground and while travelling into and out from the 
Academy. No trainers should be worn on the premises.

A group of students from our Academy 
had the opportunity of visiting Jamie’s 
Farm at the beginning of December.

Jamie’s Farm uniquely combines farming, family and therapy
into a 5-day residential with a focus on giving children time 
and space to reflect, to renew and determine a new path for 
themselves. They do this by creating an environment where 
students feel respected, and are given opportunities to 
display their talents and show responsibility.

What is Jamie’s Farm?

The students and staff had a fun 
week building memories.  
Feedback from some of the 
students is shared below.

“My best memory of the farm 
was going in the trailer on the 
back of the quadbike because we 
got to go really fast” – Ruby, Yr9                                                                                                                    

“The farm was the best thing I 
have ever done” – Brandon, Yr7 

“I enjoyed using an axe to chop 
wood” – Regan, Yr9 

Last Thursday, December 12th, OASP held their first Mock 
elections in line with the General Election. 

Students had the opportunity to pre-register prior to the 
election to participate in the Election on Thursday.

The  students voted over whelming for Labour.

Please ensure your contact 
details are up date. Please 

let the Academy office know 
if you have changed your 
contact number or email 
address so we are able to 

contact you, particularly in 
an emergency. 

Can we politely remind Parents 
and Carers who drive on to the 
Academy site, to please park 
away from the extended yellow 
lines in front of the main hall to 
ensure this area remains clear.

Your consideration of this is 
greatly appreciated. 

Parking Reminder



Year 10 Trip to Clink Prison

STEM Goals for Girls Serving Christmas to the Elderly

Six members of the WE 
Committee went to help 
serve Christmas lunch to 
the elderly last Thursday. 

History Competition - Castles

Year 7 took part in a castle building competition 
creating Motte and Bailey, and Square Keep Castles 
from card, clay and even cake. Examples of these are 
shared below:

Winners were Aleksander, Kayden & Kamar and Karina.

On November 30th, STEMettes partnered with Anglo 
American to bring STEM GOALS. The aim of the day was to 
give girls an opportunity to interact with women in STEM 
roles and to show the next generation that girls can excel 
in SCIENCE, TECHNOLOGY, ENGINEERING AND MATHS 
(STEM) TOO. The students were taught new tech skills, 
website design, presentation skills and on the diverse 
possibilities within STEM. The students were placed in 
groups of three to work on a sustainable project for Anglo 
American to look at how this can benefit the world. Of the 
11 groups that presented their websites, Lethabo (Yr7), 
Aksa (Yr9) and Nadia (Yr9) came second. The Anglo 
American judges were really impressed with our students’ 
presentation and each student were given prizes, goody 
bags and photos with the CEO of the company. We were 
the only school who attended with year 7 as all other 
schools were represented by year 9s. 

Students had the 
opportunity to serve and 
spread festive joy to 
those living in our local 
community. 

The event was enjoyed 
by young and old alike.

Year 10 Historians visited a range of sites across 
London to enhance their knowledge of their GCSE 
topic of Crime and Punishment. Students visited the 
Clink Prison, attended a lecture at the Old Operating 
Theatre and enjoyed the dramatised history of London 
at the London Dungeons.

Jake – “It was such a great day, 
the Clink prison gave a better 
understanding of prison life in 
the Industrial period and the 
London Dungeons was really 
fun.”



Enrichment Time TableKidzania

A big thank you to all that contributed 
towards our Macmillan Coffee 
Morning by holding a cake sale.  We 
raised £115.88. 
Mrs Elston

Support Services

You can find helpful organisations to support individuals and 
families in Croydon through the Community tab on our 
Academy website.

Samaritans
24hr a day, 365 days a year.
Samaritan volunteers have heard many people’s stories; you 
can discuss anything with them in complete confidence on 
116 123 (free call from both landlines and mobiles)
https://www.samaritans.org

SANEline
Provide confidential emotional support, practical help and 
information for people with mental health problems.
0300 304 7000 (4.30pm - 10.30pm daily)

Year 7, 8 & 9 students were able to visit 
Kidzania, Westfield's, London.

What is Kidzania?

Kidzania is a city for children to explore a range of roles and 
activities, having the opportunity to participate and gain 
insight into some real life roles, connected to current brands.

At Kidzania, students are taught important 
life and career-based skills as well as 
instilling the value of earning and spending 
in the experience. Some of the careers they 
encountered included Surgery, Dentistry, 
Journalism, Deliveries and Banking.

Community

In Design Technology, Year 8s have been learning about wood 
and the tools that are used to cut, shape and join wood to 
make products. Here is an example of some of the Trinket 
Boxes students have been making this term. Not only have 
they worked independently, they have worked safely and 
accurately to create a product they have designed. Students 
have developed their design skills, explored aspects of Maths 
and Science and been able to strengthen their problem solving 
skills all in one term. Every student has been proud of their 
outcomes and are looking forward to taking their products 
home at the end of term. Mrs Hughes

Design Technology Yr8

”The Changing room” is a student led group, an open area in 
which students are able to come, speak out about the things 
that may be concerning them and share what is heavy on 
their hearts.  We spend time in prayer, worship and in the 
word of God. The Changing room is a place where lives can 
be transformed forever through the loving grace of God.

Year 11 Senior Student Leader of the group:
“This was a vision from God that God laid heavy on my heart, 
wanting me to start the ministry. 

I want to give young students the opportunity to encounter 
Christ and have their lives transformed, Just like me”.

So far we have had 2 gatherings in which 37 students have 
given their life to Christ and started their journey.

The Changing Room

The year groups 
thoroughly enjoyed 
their visit. Students 
were engaged and 
chose work place 

jobs personalised to 
them. In fact it was 

quite hard to get the 
students to leave as 

they were totally 
engrossed.

Please donate any unwanted gifts to 
Ms Ottley for our Spring term raffle in 
aid of the Mayor of Croydon’s 
Charities.  Thank you in advance.

https://www.samaritans.org/


Music Department

Earlier in the term, Year 10 music students visited the Brit School to learn 
why creative jobs make up the fastest growing industry in the UK. Students 
were immersed into workshops introducing them to a range of jobs which  
they may have never considered before. Students had opportunity to 
produce a TV report, managing lighting and sound, learning about use of 
space in performing arts, designed their own album cover and even got 
stuck into faking their own injuries in the makeup department!

On 7th November, our fantastic steel pans and choir took a trip to Oasis Southbank to 
perform their songs alongside other Oasis Academies in London. After an intense day 
of rehearsing, they performed in front of a packed audience and put together a 
fantastic performance representing  Oasis Academy Shirley Park. 

It has been a very busy and successful term for the Music department with many trips and performances around London.

On 7th December, some of our wonderful choir gave up their Saturday afternoon to bring seasonal cheer 
to a local market. Students put together a wonderful performance which was well received by the friendly 
audience. 

We are very proud of everything our students have achieved this term. We joined with Dance for a 
final celebration of all the students’ hard work in our annual Winter Showcase. Students across the 
Academy have had the opportunity to watch the show during the Academy day on Thursday 19th 
December. 

We now have over 50 students involved in our exciting Music College programme! 
This has proven very popular and we now have a waiting list for students to get in. 
If you are waiting for a place, we will try to get you in as soon as possible.

In the meantime...
Don't forget you can get involved in Music next term by joining one of our 
fantastic clubs - don't miss out, everyone is welcome!

Tuesday 3pm - Choir led by Ms Carless
Tuesday 3pm - Steel pans led by Mr Lancaster
Wednesday lunchtime - Music Tech led by Mr Jupp
Wednesday lunchtime - DJ club - led by Mr Scott


