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Dear Parents, Carers and Families,

As another half term draws to an end, this really is a very different kind of Newsletter; one I never would have thought we 
would be writing.

After a successful year where we had seen improvements in attendance and attainment at Oasis Academy Shirley Park, staff 
and students were ready for the challenges and learning the Summer term was due to bring. Year 11 and Year 13 had 
completed their last set of mock exams and stood a good chance of bettering the fantastic results of their peers from last year 
which placed us in the top 17% of schools nationally for Key Stage 4 and in the top 1% nationally for Sixth Form. Year 10 were 
all set for their work experience placements and their first leap into the world of work and beyond. With Key Stage 3, we were 
looking forward to a fantastic music and dance residential to France, as well as sports day and several performances planned 
across the term too.

I could go on (and on) about all we have missed due to the current crisis, be it the Year 7 residential weekend or the Year 11 
prom, each event lost from our academy calendar saddens me greatly as our students have not had the chance to have those 
experiences and make those life-long memories that often define how we remember school as adults. As a school community, 
we are determined to make sure whenever we do resume normal business, we do all we can to make sure we enrich the lives 
of every student at OASP, not just with the excellent work they do in the classrooms, but also with the cultural enrichment we 
know children need and love so much.

Like many of you, we are closely monitoring the spread and impact of COVID-19 (Coronavirus) around the country. This is first 
and foremost a health crisis, and our thoughts go out to those who have been directly affected by the virus in their households 
and to the health care workers who are on the frontlines in managing it. I want to emphasise my key message to families once 
again, that although our building remains closed, as a school community we are keen to help those families who have been 
adversely affected by the current situation, please do get in contact if there is anything we can support your household with.

As a Multi Academy Trust, Oasis Community Learning are actively tracking COVID-19 and taking measures to make sure that 
whenever we do reopen, we protect our students, staff and families by ensuring the environment students come back to is 
calm, welcoming and safe. Until this time, Oasis Academy Shirley Park continues to be one of the first schools nationally within 
Oasis to begin the delivery of online lessons in real-time to all year groups. This has been an immense effort on the part of our 
staff who have had to adapt their curriculum and also learn how to work an entirely new IT platform in order to make the 
learning meaningful. As an Academy, we are immensely proud of our teachers and students who have all risen to the challenge 
of home learning and who have made such a success of it.

Over the half term break, I am encouraging all my staff to relax, recharge and recuperate. They will need renewed energy to 
sustain their current efforts and to continue developing innovative digital teaching resources. My advice is for you to also take 
this opportunity to allow your children to relax and reflect on the current environment they find themselves in. Play, read, have 
fun, learn new skills, cook together and try not to fight over monopoly, these are all life activities that will allow children to 
centre themselves. Take the gift of family time that has been offered to us.

Until we meet again, I wish you and all your loved ones good health and prosperity.

Saqib Chaudhri
Principal, Secondary phase and Sixth Form

Honesty Self-control Perseverance Kindness Excellence



OASP Sixth Form News

We have now received 262 out of 300 possible university offers, 
including our first offer from the University of Cambridge and 
50% of our students holding offers from Russell group 
universities.

A number of our Year 12 
students have been 
working on a business,  
marketing and 
entrepreneurial project, 
with professionals form 
Procter and Gamble, over a 
number of months, 
successfully presented 
their work last term.

Year 12 are engaging well 
with our programme of 
online lessons, and are using 
Unifrog to research 
university courses and 
apprenticeships and prepare 
for their applications. 

We are very proud of Asif L, Elina F, Sadia M, Darling M, 
Beatrice O and Rebecca S who were working right up until 
the last hour the Academy closed to complete their 
Extended Project presentations and are on track to achieve 
an incredible set of results for the qualification. 

Congratulations also go to Benny D and 
Ronaldo B (Yr 12) who successfully 
completed a week’s work experience 
programme with Construkt. This involved 
working with other students to build their 
own full scale model of a section of tube 
line, and presenting their project to 
professional engineers, builders and 
architects.

We are also extremely 
proud of Joshua M (Yr 12) 
who has secured a highly 
competitive internship at 
the international law firm: 
Ashurst. 

Due to the current circumstances our Year 12 work 
experience programme has been cancelled this year. 
However 34 Year 12 students have been proactive in 
applying for virtual work experience placements using the 
Speaker for Schools Virtual Work Experience Programme 
via s4snextgen.org. These placements will be offered to 
these students from May 2020.

People contact us about all aspects of family life that 
include all stages of a child’s development, issues with 
schools and parenting/relationship support. We also 
respond when life becomes more complicated and provide 
support around family breakdown, aggression in the 
home, bullying at school, teenage risky behaviour and 
mental health concerns of both parents and their 
children. If you need support, you can call us on our 
helpline on 0808 800 2222 or email us at 
askus@familylives.org.uk. Visit our website 
at www.familylives.org.uk for our online advice.

Services 

You can find helpful organisations to support individuals and 
families in Croydon through the Community tab on our 
Academy website.

Young Minds Parent/Carer Helplines: 
Free helpline for confidential, expert advice on 0808 802 
5544 available Mon-Fri from 9.30am to 4pm. 
For more information: https://youngminds.org.uk/find-
help/for-parents/parents-helpline/#call-the-parents-
helpline-on-0808-802-5544 . 
There is also a Helpline Email Service: 
https://youngminds.org.uk/contact-us/parents-helpline-
enquiries/

mailto:askus@familylives.org.uk
http://www.familylives.org.uk/
https://youngminds.org.uk/find-help/for-parents/parents-helpline/#call-the-parents-helpline-on-0808-802-5544
https://youngminds.org.uk/contact-us/parents-helpline-enquiries/


Jamie Oliver’s Cookery school

. 

Year 10 Business 

"On Wednesday 11th March, the Year 10 GCSE Business 
class took part in a 3 hour insight workshop from HMRC 
Croydon Regional Centre, which offered students an 
opportunity to learn about HMRC and the role tax plays in 
society, additionally to get involved in some interactive 
activities to develop their transferable skills. 

Please ensure your 
contact details are up 

date. Please let the 
Academy office know if 
you have changed your 

contact number or email 
address so we are able to 
contact you, particularly 

in an emergency. 

Throughout the sessions, 
students used problem 
solving skills to deal with 
simulated work based 
scenarios. This gave the 
students a flavour of how 
they can develop their 
leadership, team working 
and communication skills. 
The students were very 
engaged, enjoyed the 
activities and got so 
competitive during their 
presentation activity.

The key objective of this 
new initiative from HMRC 
Croydon Regional Centre is 
to give young people a 
positive view of the Civil 
Service, and HMRC, in 
Croydon in particular – both 
as a possible future 
employer, also as a positive 
force in society.

17 Year 10 students visited Jamie Oliver’s Cookery school. 
An excellent trip and great life skills learnt. Well done to 
all involved.

Unfortunately, the 
session which was 
scheduled on 
Wednesday, 18th 
March for the Year 10 
BTEC Class had to be 
cancelled, however will 
be rearranged in the 
future.

Ms Mouti (Curriculum Leader, Business)

It is with sadness and regret I have to inform you this year’s  
two week work experience has been cancelled, due to the 
Covid-19 Pandemic.

In the past this has been proven to be a significant 
opportunity for our students to experience first hand 
appreciation and awareness of the necessary employment 
skills needed in the work place. It gives students a better feel 
of which types of job they would or would not like to do in 
their future.

Another way of experiencing work experience is through 
volunteering. Please see the website link below to provide 
further detail:

https://targetcareers.co.uk/careers-advice/skills-and-
experience/894117-volunteering-for-teens

1st – 12th June 2020 

Yr 10 Work Experience

Email: admin@oasisshirleypark.org

https://targetcareers.co.uk/careers-advice/skills-and-experience/894117-volunteering-for-teens
mailto:admin@oasisshirleypark.org


Year 11 Field Work

Fieldwork is 'doing' Geography. Fieldwork offers students the 
chance to explore first-hand how physical and human 
processes are changing our world. Rather than relying on 
abstract classroom concepts, students are encouraged to 
conduct their own investigations and to work in teams. They 
learn to frame questions, and collect, analyse and review 
real-world data.
At the end of January more than seventy Year 11 students 
took part in a field trip in the local area as a part of their 
GCSE course. The aim of fieldwork was to answer the enquiry 
question: How does quality of life vary along the Addiscombe
High Street? Students chose this location as it was accessible 
– only a few minutes walk from the Academy and is a multi-
ethnic, mostly residential community, therefore a perfect 
urban environment to study.  Before the trip, in order to stay 
safe, students prepared a risk assessment document where 
they outlined possible risks and determined how these could 
be avoided.
Miss Komorowska’s class, Miss Head’s class and Mr Radley’s 
class supported by Teaching Assistants walked to 
Addiscombe High Street. Each group visited 4 sites along the 
street: opposite the Ashburton Park, end of Blackhorse Lane, 
past the Co-op and opposite Addiscombe tram stop. At each 
location students used both qualitative methods 
(photographs, interviews, questionnaires, place check) and 
quantitative methods (environmental quality assessment, 
index of decay) to measure the quality of life.

All young Geographers showed exemplary behaviour and 
were extremely engaged in the project. Many students 
showed amazing social skills and very good manners when 
conducting questionnaires and speaking to members of 
public. A number of students went the extra mile and 
popped into local shops to get a first-hand account about the 
local community from shop owners.
All the meticulously collected primary data were later 
presented by students in the form of pie charts, bar graphs 
and radar graphs. Students also used secondary data such as 
old photographs, newspaper articles, old maps and census’ 
to compare how the neighbourhood has grown and 
developed.
Finally, the students analysed the data, wrote a conclusion 
and evaluated their work independently. Students 
commented they truly enjoyed the fieldwork and learnt a lot 
about the local community they grew in.
Many young geographers go on to careers where they 
continue to conduct field and desk-based research, while 
others enter professions where their problem-solving skills 
and appreciation of the inter-connections between different 
processes and scales are vital. Fieldwork encourages young 
people to be active citizens. Fieldwork can make a world of 
difference. Fieldwork is fun!

Music tour to Paris 
Students involved in the Music tour to Paris worked really 
hard to prepare two audition pieces for the opportunity to 
present a public performance on the Disneyland Paris 
Performing Arts stage. Whilst we have had to delay the 
trip, we are very proud of what the students have 
achieved in rehearsals and the final audition videos. There 
were huge improvements in students’ music ability and 
confidence, and a great sense of community spirit with 
friendships developing throughout the sessions. 

We now hope to go ahead with the trip next year instead. 
Please get in touch with Tom Lancaster (Head of Music: 
Tom.lancaster@oasisshirleypark.org) if you would be 
interested in participating next year. 

Music department

Year 11 Music performances (picture above)
Year 11 Music students have spent the last 3 months 
preparing for their final live performance exam. We 
were able to record the entire cohort in the final week 
of school, with the support of Lucy M (sound 
technician), Rosie J (lighting technician) and Rehan B 
(stage manager). The live performances were fantastic 
and it was such a pleasure to see how these students 
have progressed through their time at Shirley Park –
all should be very proud of their achievements. 
Meanwhile, Year 10 have also put a huge amount of 
effort into their rehearsals and will be performing on 
the main stage next year!

All of the Year 11 music coursework has now been 
despatched to the exam board for grading – we all 
wish students the best of luck.

mailto:tom.lancaster@oasisshirleypark.org


Channelling creativity alongside academic study could really benefit your child whilst schools are closed. Aside from being a
fun way for young people to express themselves, music is well documented to reduce stress and anxiety, whilst also 
improving memory, cognition and key life skills.

Read on for some ideas on how you can encourage creativity at home through music…

Does your child have an instrument at home? 

 Yes? Great! Encourage them to keep practicing. This can include warmups such as scales, pieces they have been 
learning or starting something new. See page 2 for free resources.

 No? No problem. If you have a phone, tablet or computer, you can use apps or websites to help you. See page 2 for 
more details. 

Alternatively, you can get creative by making your own instruments from household items and packaging (visit 
tinyurl.com/homeinstruments), or work on singing/rapping with the resources on page 2.

Free resources

Websites – ways to learn new songs and techniques

•Ultimate-guitar.com – a huge popular music database of chords, tabs and lyrics. Applies to 
many instruments including keyboards, guitars, bass and vocals. Search for ‘chord charts’ 
online to know which notes to play for each chord on your instrument.
•YouTube.com – huge number of tutorials for all instruments. Type in the name of the 
instrument followed by ‘tutorial’. Also many backing tracks for rappers and singers. 
•IMSLP.org – database of classical music sheet music to improve your sight reading. 
•freedrumlessons.com - video drum lessons, articles and sheet music to get you drumming.
•tinyurl.com/mfplayalong – band work resources that teach you to play along with backing 
tracks
•apps.musedlab.org/aqwertyon – improvise, learn and make music alongside YouTube videos 
with your computer keyboard 

Instrumental/singing apps – turn your device into an instrument and teacher

•joytunes.com/simply-piano – fast and fun way to learn the piano for all skill levels
•Yousician.com – thousands of songs, exercises & lessons on guitar, bass, piano, 
ukulele, singing
•UberChord.com – learn guitar with real-time feedback
•musical-u.com/apps/singtrue – vocal training to help you sing in tune
•apps.musedlab.org/groovepizza – a pizza-shaped drum machine - explore famous 
beats or make your own
•VirtualDrumming.com – turn your computer keyboard into a drum

Music theory – develop your understanding of how music works

•Musictheory.net – lots of games, lessons and exercises for improving understanding of 
music theory
•tinyurl.com/theoryrocks music theory in a really engaging and easy-to-understand, 
visual way
•GCSEPod.com – learn grades 1-5 music theory (years 9-11 have access) 

The OASP Music team will update this page with new ideas when 
we find them

Keep up to date with our latest resources at:
tinyurl.com/oaspmusic

Contact Tom Lancaster (tom.lancaster@oasisshirleypark.org) for 
more info and support

Music At Home

https://tinyurl.com/homeinstruments
https://www.ultimate-guitar.com/
https://www.youtube.com/
https://imslp.org/wiki/Main_Page
https://www.freedrumlessons.com/
https://tinyurl.com/mfplayalong
https://apps.musedlab.org/aqwertyon
https://www.joytunes.com/simply-piano
https://yousician.com/
https://www.uberchord.com/
https://www.musical-u.com/apps/singtrue/
https://apps.musedlab.org/groovepizza
http://www.virtualdrumming.com/
https://www.musictheory.net/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCP4bC1sD1QcMVVxMSEL7qUQ
https://members.gcsepod.com/login
file:///C:/Users/rstevens/AppData/Local/Microsoft/Windows/INetCache/Content.Outlook/VHUMNQ2H/tinyurl.com/oaspmusic
mailto:tom.lancaster@oasisshirleypark.org


Drama Drama visit: Wicked

In December last year, Oasis performed Romeo and Juliet the 
musical. This performance was the first to be shown in a 
theatre and was extremely fun to perform. I was one of the 
lucky students who were chosen to perform in this play. I had 
never done anything like this so at the audition I was quite 
nervous but being with my friends made me feel better and I 
successfully got through my first ever audition. 

The first couple of rehearsals 
were challenging and tiring 
because I hadn’t really done 
much acting previously (apart 
from primary school 
assemblies) and everyone 
wanted this play to be the best 
it could be. The rehearsals 
soon became easier and I was 
able to bond with others who I 
wouldn’t normally speak to in 
school, meaning I made new 
friends during that time. 

The night of the show was nerve racking but also exciting 
even though I was nervous I was going to mess up, but 
fortunately none of us did and the show ended up being a 
complete success and an achievement I will remember. 
Performing in the show confirmed to myself how much I 
enjoyed drama and helped me to decide that Drama would 
be one of my GCSE choices. I will definitely be auditioning 
for the next school performance and I would recommend 
others to try it if they haven’t experienced it before.
Elle- Mae Yr8

'My experience as Juliet:

I had an amazing time acting as Juliet. Being cast for a main 
role was not easy, but the experience was worth it. Working 
to become another person taught me so many things I 
didn't know before and now, as an actress, I am able to 
express the way my character feels in a better way. Starting 
out, I had little confidence in how to play this enormous 
role. However, with the help of Mr Philip and other cast and 
crew members, I found myself slowly realising a lot about 
Juliet’s character. It was very enjoyable for me. The part I 
was most worried about was singing on stage. It was my first 
time singing in front of people I didn’t know. Though, on the 
night of the show, when I started singing, I felt a little more 
comfortable. Overall, this was an interesting journey and if I 
could, I would do it all over again.‘
Harmony H Yr8

On the afternoon of 13th December, 
students from years 7, 8 and 9 set off to 
Victoria Apollo Theatre, the home of 
Wicked in London’s West End. We
journeyed by train to Victoria Station. In 
front of us stood the massive, 
breathtaking Apollo Theatre that 
illuminated the sign ‘WICKED’. We were 
given our tickets and we walked into the 
theatre and took our seats. 

After waiting in the dark for a couple of minutes the curtain 
flew open to reveal puppeteers controlling a huge bronze 
dragon puppet with emerald green glowing eyes. The stage 
filled with lights and the actors flooded it, wearing incredibly 
detailed, abstract customs. The second act was even more 
spectacular, it was filled with surprising plot twists and 
reveals. The lights and music were iconic and included the 
popular song ‘Defying Gravity . The emerald city customs and 
music was outstanding and very enjoyable and appealing to 
the audience. The makeup, customs, lights and stage 
appearance were phenomenal, and I would recommend 
going to seeing it in the future.  Nikola J Yr7

Drama visit: The Lion, The Witch & 

The Wardrobe
Due to the fact I got the chance to take part in the play ‘The 
IT’ I also got the opportunity to view a production of The Lion, 
the Witch and the Wardrobe. This was an amazing experience 
I loved taking part in. Firstly, we took a train from the 
Academy to the Bridge Theatre, where the play was taking 
place. The theatre itself was quite grand and the layout was 
very professional. Compared to other theatres I have visited, 
the layout was quite different and the decorations and props 
around the theatre set the mood of the play. 

In my opinion, I didn’t really 
enjoy the theatre’s immersive 
style as it seemed a little over 
and under exaggerated at the 
same time. However, I 
enjoyed the way they linked 
the whole place to a world 
war two evacuation setting. 
When we arrived, we were 
shown to our seats - which 
were really good - and 
watched the performance. I 
really liked the direction and 
the way the characters were 
interpreted from the book. 

My favourite scene was one where one of the main characters, 
Edmund, fantasised about Turkish delights as it gave us an idea 
about the character and his temptation. I also think this scene 
was directed really well as it caught the audience’s attention 
with a different array of sizes throughout the props and 
majestic scenes commencing in the background. After the play, 
we bought souvenirs and made our way back to the Academy. 
Overall it was an incredible production and experience and I
enjoyed every moment. Talya K Yr8



Fairview Review By Crispin Yr8 (Some Spoilers included)

Young Vic, London: 
This play was directed by Nadia Latif, and a 2019 Pulitzer prize-Winning play by
Jackie Sibblies Drury is an extraordinary play to see.

Nadia Latif

Story Summary:
It's Grandma's birthday and the Frazier family have gathered to celebrate. Beverly just wants everything to run smoothly. 
Tyrone has missed his flight.  Keisha is freaking out about college and Grandma has locked herself in the bathroom.

What the play talks about:
(Act 1)The play is based with an African American middle class family having preparations for their Grandma’s birthday. They 
are waiting for their family members to arrive. (Act 2) During this act, a radio plays, featuring white voices, actors moving in 
silence describing what is happening on the stage, as they spoke about what race. During the play these voices were deciding 
what should be changed in society and what they think a black family should be.
Near the end of the play, their daughter Keisha was put under the spotlight, to interact with the audience, expressing how she 
feels when she is judged about her appearance. Finally at the end of the play she calls on the audience that are white to sit on 
the stage while her family sits outside the stage to see if they feel the same thing that she experiences. 

Cast:
- Naana Ageyei-Ampadu (AUNTIE/Sister Jasmine)
- Donna Banya (Daughter/Keisha)
- David Dawson (Voice/actor)
- Julie Dray (Voice/actor)
- Nicola Hughes (Wife/Beverly)
- Mathiew Needham (Voice/actor)
- Esther Smith (Voice/actor)
- Rhashan Stone (Husband/Dayton)

What I think:
I think the story in the play gives a message of racism and talks about stereotypes of skin colour. The way Keisha was under 
the spotlight tells the audience the impact it has on her in her family.

What it was like being there:
I was lucky to be chosen to go see this play. It was fantastic! This is the first time I have been able to see a theatre 
performance outside of school. The theatre was crowded, with a full audience. The actors were great, funny and engaging.  
We could see the actors bringing their characters alive almost making it seem like it was actually them on stage. There was a 
twist in the story near the end of the play which left me and the rest of the audience gasping and laughing at the funny things 
the actors were doing. 

I have given this play a… 

Jakie Sibblis Drury



Art Space 

Year 7
In Year 7 Art this term, students have been exploring the 
‘Natural World’. Students have developed skills using a range 
of materials such as: drawing, painting and printmaking. Here 
are some examples of their final watercolour paintings which 
were inspired by the artist Georgia O’Keefe. 

Year 8 
There has been 2 Year 8 art projects this term- ‘Buildings’ and 
‘Pop art’. In both projects, students developed their 
understanding of how to use a sketchbook and learnt how to 
design their own personal outcomes inspired by a range of 
different artists. Using collage and drawing to plan their 
ideas: the building group started their very own sculptures 
whilst the pop art group made their very own pop art 
paintings!

Year 9 
This term year 9 embarked on the project of ‘Expressive 
Portraiture’ learning about the diverse ways and reasons 
artists make portraits. Students learnt about famous artists 
which then informed their own ideas towards their very own 
German expressionist style lino print. Here are some lovely 
pages from their sketchbooks.

Year 10
Year 10 have worked extremely hard this year developing skills 
in a range of drawing and painting materials. Exploring the 
theme of ‘structures’ students produced a range of 
observational pieces inspired by their choice of artists. These 
large scale final drawings were produced using charcoal and 
chalk and will contribute to their GCSE portfolio. 

Year 11
For their final year of GCSE, Year 11 students have been 
working to complete their coursework portfolio. Exploring a 
range of themes and processes they produced very strong 
pieces and outcomes often using materials they had never 
used before!

Year 12 and 13
A level students have continued to explore their own ideas 
through the ‘personal investigation’ project. Themes such as 
portraiture, reflections, collections and still life have provided a 
stimuli to a diverse range of interesting work.

Kyan

Saffron Sofia 

Barnaby

Shayna

Bowdy Leonia 

Benny 

Emily 


