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Paper Aut 1 Aut 2 Spr 1 Spr 2 Sum 1 Sum 2 

12 

Paper 1, Option 
1F: In search of 
the American 
Dream: the 

USA, 1917–96 

The changing 
political 

environment, 
1917–80 

The quest for 
civil rights, 

1917–8 

Society and 
culture in 

change,  1917–
80 

The changing 
quality of life, 

1917–80 
Revision + 

Examination 
Period 

 
Paper 3 intro: 
The changing 
nature of the 
Royal Navy 

Paper 2, Option 
2F.1: India, 

c1914–48: the 
road to 

independence 

The First World 
War and its 
impact on 

British India,  
1914–20 

Changing 
political 

relationships, 
1920–30 

Consultation 
and 

confrontation, 
1930–42 

The road to 
independence, 

1942–4 

Coursework 
intro: 

The origins of 
the Boer War 

13 

Paper 3, Option 
35.1: Britain: 

losing and 
gaining an 

empire,  1763–
1914 

The loss of the 
American 

colonies, 1770–
83 

The birth of 
British 

Australia, 
1788–1829 

Learning from 
past mistakes: 

Canada and the 
Durham Report,  

1837–40 

Nearly losing an 
empire: the 

British in India, 
1829–5 

The Nile valley,  
1882–98 

Revision + 
Examination 

Period Coursework: 
 

The Second 
Anglo-Boer War 

The nature of 
the conflict in 
South Africa 

Writing the 
coursework 

Writing the 
coursework 

Writing the 
coursework 

Writing the 
coursework 
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Our ‘Big Ideas’ 
 

 Rigorous source work 
a. Move students away from superficial engagement with sources (which in the past) has led to fundamental misconceptions regarding the 

nature of a source.  
b. Move students away from looking at ‘parts’ of wsources and instead address them as a whole, neatly situated within their relevant 

historical context 
c. Introduce students to rich, complex and detailed historical sources (i.e. Luttrell Psalter in Y7) and spend time examining these 
 

 Rigourous academic writing 
a. Historians write – our pupils should too. Writing diary entries/ making posters can have some historical significance, but are far removed 

from how historians actually approach the past. 
b. Encourage essay-based writing across all key stages, that prepare students of all abilities to access not only KS3 history, but also KS5. We 

want students going to university to study history, prepared to tackle the rigours that this entails. 
c. Increase in writing at the ‘sentence-level.’ Move beyond paragraph writing for the sake of it and instead focus on the quality of sentence 

structure, grammatical formation and historical literacy. Incorporate ideas from English to improve historical writing. 
d. Explicitly teach language from Y7-Y13 which allows pupils to offer complex explanations. 

 

 Knowledge-rich curriculum 
a. In our subject more than most, the level of students writing hinges directly on how much they know. Low-stakes testing and daily review 

are therefore a part of what we do in every lesson, and equipping our pupils with comprehensive knowledge is essential before we ask 
them to deploy tthis knowledge into historical writing. 

 

 Narrative-driven lessons 
a) Incorporate a clear narrative into every lesson, and use this to engage and hook pupils. Encourage teachers to experiment with storytelling, 

suspense, decision-making etc. in order to engage pupils across the spectrum 
b) Begin each lesson with a clear narrative of the leson so that pupils may attach any future learning to this clear introduction. Support with 

images to differentiate. 
 

 Diversity in our curriculum 
a. We are fortunate to teach a subject that is diverse in it’s stories – we must be clear to approach our discipline in this way, therefore. 
b. Address stories of class, race, sex etc. throughout all key stages – prepare teachers across all key stages with the knowledge they need in 

order to appropriately deliver our curriculum 
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